
 

PROVISIONAL PROGRAMME 

LLDC3 Private Sector Forum 
Unlocking Business 

 

Tuesday 10 December 2024 

1500-1545 High-level Opening Session 

How can the Private Sector Unlock Development? 

Description: High-level speakers to share their perspectives on the theme, “How can the private 

sector unlock development in Landlocked Developing Countries?”. The Third United Nations 

Conference on Landlocked Developing Countries (LLDC3) represents a once-in-a-decade 

opportunity to develop innovative and scalable solutions and to foster partnerships for actions that 

can change the investment landscape and structure of the Landlocked Developing Countries 

(LLDCs). This session seeks to put at the highest level the role of the private sector in the heart of 

LLDC3 to articulate a vision for unlocking opportunities to deliver a truly transformative decade of 

development. 

Moderator: Botswana International Trade Centre (BITC)  

1600-1715 Thematic Session I: Trade & Transit 



Wednesday 11 December 2024 

0830-0945 PSF Special Events 

1000-1115 Thematic Session II: LLDC Growth Opportunities 

New opportunities in LLDCs? 

Description: This thematic session showcases growth opportunities and support measures to 

empower LLDCs to harness their great potential by strategically leveraging new growth 

opportunities, to overcome their unique challenges, and achieve sustainable and inclusive 

development in the rapidly evolving global economy. By showcasing exemplary business and 

development opportunities in LLDCs and exploring strategies to address persistent growth 

challenges, the session aims to enhance the pivotal role of the private sector in fostering inclusive 

and sustainable development in LLDCs. 

Co-organizer: United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) 

1145-1300 Thematic Session III: Financing & Investment 

How can financing be unlocked in LLDCs? 

Description: The scale of investment in the LLDCs to realize the new Progamme of Action creates 

considerable financing opportunities. Already the LLDCs comprise a growing market of 570 million 

people worth $838 billion that is set to expand to over 1 billion people by 2060. Bringing the road 

and rail infrastructure of all the LLDCs to global benchmarks to serve these markets would involve 

an estimated $509.3 billion in investments. How can that financing be unlocked? This session 

dives in to consider in further detail the financial means of implementing the new Programme of 

Action for LLDCs. 

Co-organizer: United Nations Global Compact (UNGC) and European Investment Bank (EIB) 

1315-1445 PSF Special Events 

1500-1615 Thematic Session IV: Digital Development 

Is digitalization the solution to landlockedness? 

The global economy is markedly different from that of 2014 when the Vienna Programme of Action 

for the Landlocked Developing Countries (LLDCs) started. Importantly, digital transformation is 

rapidly gaining ground and promising to accelerate social and economic development in LLDCs. It 

requires, however, governments and the private sector to step up strategic investments in digital 

infrastructure and boost innovative digital solutions across the board. By enhancing cross-border 

connectivity and reducing trade barriers, digital infrastructure also enables more efficient and cost-

effective trade, positioning LLDCs to participate prominently in the global digital economy. What’s 

more, investments in digital connectivity make these countries attractive destinations for foreign 

direct investment, especially in sectors such as e-commerce and technology. Increased investment 




