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The transport event at the SDG Pavilion at COP28 includes a high-level policy dialogue that 
offers a unique platform for countries to take stock of ongoing and planned regulatory and 
practical efforts aimed at decarbonizing the transport sector, in particular inland transport, 
and at strengthening transport system climate change preparedness through the adoption of 
appropriate adaptation and resilience measures.   
 
In addition, best practices will be shared alongside innovative actions and solutions that 
should be adopted by countries as a matter of priority to enhance local and national level 
action and engagement.  Different sessions will provide a better understanding of the 
relationship between policy, action, impact and what to report on to improve urban mobility 
with more and better public transport, rail and active mobility.  In doing so, it will show what 
the transport sector needs to do in the short term and maintain in the long term to bring 
about a paradigm shift in achieving the SDGs in times of global crisis and to address the 
climate emergency whilst fostering social inclusion. 

 
 

PROGRAMME  
9:00 ς 12:45 GST, Wednesday, 6 December 2023 
SDG Pavilion, Blue Zone, COP28 
 

9:00 ς 9:25  Welcome and Keynote Speeches 
Moderator: TBC 
 

¶ UNFCCC High Level Champion / COP28 Presidency  

¶ WBCSD 

¶ DESA / ECE / ESCAP 

 

Part 1: Combating Climate Change through Strong Transport 
Sector Mitigation and Adaptation Actions 

9:35 ς 9:50 Opening Session 
¶ Ms. Tatiana Molcean, Executive Secretary, United Nations 

Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) 

¶ Ms. Armida Salsiah Alisjahbana, Executive Secretary, United 
Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific 
(ESCAP) (video statement) 
 

9:50 ς 10:40  High-Level Panel Discussion  
This high-level policy dialogue offers a unique platform for member 
States of  United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) and 
United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific 
(ESCAP) to take stock of ongoing and planned regulatory and practical 
efforts aimed at decarbonizing the transport sector, in particular inland 
transport, and at strengthening transport system climate change 
preparedness through the adoption of appropriate adaptation and 
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resilience measures.  Deliberations are expected to raise awareness of 
the importance of the transport sector in combating climate change, 
building resilience and promoting commitment to effective actions in 
this sector.  
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Background and concept on parts 1 and 2: 
 

Part 1: Combating Climate Change through Strong Transport sector 
Mitigation and Adaptation Actions 

 
Background: The global transport sector has the highest reliance on fossil fuels of any sector 
and in 2021 accounted for almost one quarter of global greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. The 
road transport sector, including passenger cars, buses, heavy and light duty commercial 
vehicles, quite unlike other inland transport sub-sectors, such as rail and inland waterway 
transport, and much more than the aviation and maritime sectors combined, is a main 
polluter accounting for approximately 77 per cent of global transport related GHG emissions. 
Therefore, the road-based transport sector bares a unique responsibility in helping countries 
meet their climate change mitigation goals with solutions already available to drastically 
reduce its climate impact. 
 
Objective: This high-level policy dialogue offers a unique platform for member States of  
United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) and United Nations Economic and 
Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) to take stock of ongoing and planned 
regulatory and practical efforts aimed at decarbonizing the transport sector, in particular 
inland transport, and at strengthening transport system climate change preparedness 
through the adoption of appropriate adaptation and resilience measures.   
 
Deliberations are expected to raise awareness of the importance of the transport sector in 
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governments, remain key to the success of the implementation of low carbon and 
resilient transport policies. What are some examples where your country has engaged 
with different stakeholder groups or sectors to develop and implement low carbon and 
resilient transport policies?  

http://www.unece.org/oes/nutshell/member_States_representatives.html
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Part 2: Sustainable low carbon mobility 
.  
Description of part 2: 
Sustainable low carbon urban mobility is a high priority for all governments and central to 
delivering on Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) and Paris Agreement. As the world hits 
8billion people, with most living in urban areas, the most equitable, meaningful, and 
sustainable interventions in the transport sector must focus on scaling up public transport, 
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Contacts for the combined event 
 
UNECE Sustainable Transport Division:  
Roel Janssens: roel.janssens@un.org 
Francois Cuenot: francois.cuenot@un.org 
 
ESCAP Transport Division:  
Wei-Shiuen Ng: wei-shiuen.ng@un.org  
Alejandro Garcia Macias: alejandro.macias@un.org  
 
UITP:  
Philip Turner, Head of Sustainable Development (UITP), philip.turner@uitp.org 
 
UIC:  
Joo Hyun Ha, Senior Sustainability Advisor (UIC), ha@uic.org 
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