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Mr. Charman,
Distinguished Delegates,

Allow me to congratulate you on your election as Chairm&rthe Committeeon

Information



These reports, organized aatioig to our suiprogrammes, provide an overview of the work and
results of the Department.

| would like to take this opportunity topdatethe substantial information contained in the
reports. While focusing on new initiatives, | will also address atiaad future challenges. At
the interactive dialogue with Member States later today, in this conferenceato®@® p.m.,
you will have a further opportunity to discuss and review various aspects of our work. |
encourage all of you, especially thoseeatling the Committee for the first time, to join me and
my colleagues in thidialogue | look forward to usinghis opportunity to introduce you the
newsenior management team in the Departnagwlto inviting our three new Director® speak,
and ligen, to you.

Mr. Chairman,

At a



We stand in thevery heartof the planned and the unplannédhd this demands of the
Department of Public Information a new agilitfle cannot compromise on our responsibilities,
but we can better address them with creapeetnerships and the enlament of areas of
collaboration, with Member States, with broad spectrum odivil society and within the

Organizationtself.

With Member States, this means takyay at your word whenyou state- asyou have in
successive asolutions- that the United Nations remains the indispensable foundation of a
peaceful and just worJdin which all human rights and fundamental freedoms for all are
protected,and that its voice must be heard in a clear and effective manfeu have also

emphasiedthe essential role of the Department of Public Information in this corftexthese



For the past two yeard, have appealed to those Member States that host a UN
information centre to consider either providing the UNIC with 4feg# premises or subsidizing
its rent. This year,my appeal is moracute than evegiventhe pressures on the UN budget and
the increasing demands on the Departmehtwould ask you to consider offsettingefe
pressuredy offering other forms of suppoiiuch as providing DPI field offices with access to
facilities totranslate and print United Nations publications in national and regional languages at
no cost facilitating tax/VAT exemptions for UNICsand, where needed, strengthening security
for UN premises. For our part, we are examining ways to reduce set expeesliby changing
the ways UNICs operateand by reducing the size of our premises in some casé& will

continue to look for creative ways to ensure the effectiveness of our field offices.

In the light of thecurrent situationand with your general dierstanding, DPI will begin
the process of reviewing the number and locations of UNICs from a strategic point of view, and
will discuss this matter further with concerned Member States,thétlaim ofrationalizing and

strengthening communications suppmrtviember States and regions.

| know how important it is for Member States to maintain UN information centres; | have
heard your strong statements. | have told you that while my predecessor made enormous changes
with regard to UNICs, including for theiegionalization and phasing out, | did not make further
changes. | kept the UNICs as they are. But, over the years, | have asked you to pretide rent
premises and support to UNICs. Some Member States have, but others have not. | know that the
budgetsituation around the United Nations is dire. In the months ahead, you will be addressing
the UN budget, and you will see that the DPI budget will be cut, in line with that of other






The Government of Rwanda continues to provide support to our outreach efforts on the
Rwanda genocide and the lessons drawn from that tragedy. The support andticmopera
extended by the African Union for our commemomtiactivities and outreach
programmearealso greatly appreciated.

On 2 May, the Government of thénited Kingdom and DPI will screen “The Relief of
Belsen”aspart of theHolocaustand the United Nadns Outreach Programme. The film

and subsequent panel discussion will examine the massive humanitarian relief effort by
the British army in liberating the Bergen Belsen concentration camp in April 1945.

will continue to strengthen and broaden our adheprogramme throughout the year.

We are grateful to th€&overnment of Turkeyor its support for our coverage of the
Fourth United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries in Istitéul

next month

In July, the Government of Hungary Whlost this year’s International Media Seminar on
Peace in the Middle East in Budapest. The seminar will examine the current status of the



Government of Germany and tlaty of Bonn,andwill serve as a rallying point for civil

society as we prepare ftire UN conferencen Rio.

Mr. Chairman,

In addition to our work with Member States, we continuddgeperour collaboationand

improve ourcoordinationwith UN system partners.

LocalUN Communications Groupsinter-agency bodies chaired by DPhre providing
UN Country Teamswith strong communications support throughint communications
strategiesand coordinated mé&and public outreach activitiesin June, when the principals of
the UN Communications Group mertGenevafor their 10" annual meeting, concrete steps to

bolster UNsysterawide communications are expected to be adopted.

As part ofthe overall grategic communications support tbepartmentprovides toUN
peace and security activitie®Pl works closely with the Departments of Peacekeeping
Operations, Field Support and Political Affairs in shapiig responsgto crises and rapidly
unfolding evets, including most recently in North Africa and the Middle Ed3$N information
centres across thegionare monitoring local medido see howJN messageare affectinghe
changes undawxay, and have provided valuable guidance on bidlNvmessages can benplified
coherently throughout the region and beyond most effectively. Our UNICs have also served as
media focal points for UN missions in the region. Their language skills and knowledge of local
media help to enhance the communication of the UN mesb&éggmwhile, UN social media
accountsmanaged by DPhelpedto explain the UN’s role, the humanitarian situatiand the

work of the Security Councin developments in the region

The Department respondeid the poselectoral turmoil in Gte d’lvoire by providing
communications support to the United Nations peacekeeping operation in that cOWN®DEI,
which itself became a target of direct attacks and a hostile media campaignsupport
included themanagement and coordir@ti of public messaging wit the Department of
Peacekeepinghe Office of the Spokespersdor the Secretarzeneral,and UNOC| and the

creation of



was especially important when tloeal UNOCIwebsitew



hubs and its member institutions have, througlefacient process of -@iscussions, conbuted
to the high level meeting ¢lie Economic and Social Council which will take plégmorrow on
the question of education. The Academic Impact will serve as a means for universities and other
institutions of research to contribute to t@eganizatiors awarenessand thinking in critical

areas.

Earlier this month, the third annuaErvision” MDG-inspired documentary film



violence against womenVe are using thesetools to inform and update journats about key
events at the UNand to buildbetter informed andnore inclusive online communitiesnd

coalitions for change

To this end, ouradio andtelevision outreach activitieBave continued to expandjth
encouraging results. The UNifeed distribution system, which makes short videos of UN activities
at headquarters and in the field, nearly doubled the number of its daily pickups of news packages
in 2010; and more than three million audio clips of meetings and UN Radio programmes were
downloaded from the multimedia website in the same period. We have a strong showing on
Youtube, where our videos have been viewed more than 2.5 million times, andlaonvdiere
our photographs have recorded a million views since the page was launched two years ago.

The Department haalso made further progress in leveraging existing technology to
expand the availability of United Natiopsblications. United Nations-books were included in
an increasing number of mobile distribution serviaasluding for theKindle, the Apple iPad
andthe Sony ebook ReaderAnd for the first timethis year the United Nations Yearbook is
also available in a version for mobile d=as.

| believe that ar expanding partnerships and collaboration with Member States, civil
society, and UN partners, as well as our effective use of traditional and new desdastrates
our determirationto use our available resources in the mostetia manner possibleWe will
do our best to complyand meet your and the publicgrowing expectationsof the United
Nations. Andas | stated at the outset, we look to you, our Member States, to provide us with the

means and mandate to achieve oulective goals.
Mr. Chairman,

| should like to conclude with a word about this year’'s World Press Freedom Day, which
will be observed aan event athe United Nations with the Secreta@eneral and the Director
General of UNESCO on 4 MaWe believe tht this Committee has a special responsibility to
promoteand defend the freedom of the press and the freedom of expressialh media print,

broadcast, and elne. This year which marks the 2B anniversary of the Windhoek
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Declarationwe havesea bothold, and new, challenges to the freedom of expres¥ilook
forward, with you, to using the occasion of the Day to draw attentiothéoneed and
responsibility of all States tdefend these fundamental human rights as the basis for peace,
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