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We express our deep appreciation to the Member States of United Nations
for their support of this Programme. We highly value the work of the DPI in this
regard, especially the Section of Palestine which plays an important and vital role,
including in the organization of the annual international media seminars on the
Palestinian question and the situation in the Middle East. We look forward to the
upcoming seminar to be held in Rio de Janeiro on 27-28 July 2009, and in this
regard we extend our thanks and appreciation to the Government of Brazil for
hosting this seminar.

We also reaffirm the importance of the DPI's work, especially the Section
on Palestine, to develop the archives of films and videotape documentaries on the
history of the Palestine question. The "digitalization" of such important historical
and documentary materials will allow researchers, educational institutions and
others to benefit from such information. We thus express our hope that the DPI
will continue to give this matter special attention.

My delegation attaches much importance to DPI's continued provision of
assistance to the Palestinian people in the field of media development through the
annual training programme for Palestinian broadcasters and journalists from the
Occupied Palestinian Territory aimed at developing their media capacity and
skills. Participation in this programme is of particular importance despite the
obstacles imposed by the Israeli occupying forces through the severe restrictions
placed on the Palestinians and the harsh siege imposed on the Occupied
Palestinian Territory, especially on the Gaza Strip. Regrettably, at a time when all
speak of the importance of the role of media in promoting dialogue between the
Palestinian and Israeli sides, Israel continues with its illegal and inhumane
practices and actions against the Palestinian people, obstructing daily life and
innumerable opportunities for the Palestinian people to develop and progress,
including via such important training programmes.

Mr. Chairman,

Freedom of the press is not just about access and travel restrictions. It is also
necessarily about the journalist's ability to work free from the threat of death
and/or detention. Despite the fact that international humanitarian law provides
protection for journalists and media installations even during military operations,
the Israeli occupying forces have continued to target journalists working tirelessly
to convey the grim daily reality and truth about illegal Israeli policies and
practices in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem. This
was especially evident during Israel's ruthless military aggression on the Gaza
Strip, where Israeli forces purposely targeted Palestinian journalists, killing five
and injuring several others, like Basel Faraj, a cameraman with the Algerian
Television, who passed away on 7 January 2009 due to injuries sustained on 27
December2008, when Israel launched its barbaric war against the Palestinian
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people in the Gaza Strip. Also, Ehab AI-Wahidi, a cameraman for the Palestinian
Broadcasting Corporation, was killed on 8 January 2009 with his wife and mother-
in-law when Israeli occupying forces shelled their home in Gaza City. We must



detained on 14April 2009 for hours for photographing the illegal Israeli settlers in
the compound. She was banned from entering AI-Aqsa compound for 15 days. In
this regard, we would like to highlight the irony in Israel's false claim of
democracy as it is the only self-professed democracy that openly and officially
practices censorship to hide the illegal actions it systematically perpetrates against
the people it occupies.

We would like to take this opportunity to call on this Committee and
relevant international organizations to step up their efforts to protect Palestinian
journalists and ensure that they and their international colleagues can work
without Israel's repressive limitations of censorship and employment of military
force. Israel should be held accountable for all the war crimes it commits against
the Palestinian people, including journalists and media personnel. We also wish to
commend all organizations that have worked and continue to work to help


