
Statement by Mr. David A. Traystman, United States Advisor (19 April 2005) 
 
The United States congratulates the new Chairman of the Committee, Ambassador Motoc of 
Romania, and the other members of the bureau on their election. The United States 
welcomes Mr. Tharoor's comprehensive statement of April 18th and would like to thank him 
for his able leadership of the Department. My delegation commends all members of the 

in our Constitution's Bill of Rights. We strongly believe that a free press is fundamental for 
true democracy. For this particular body — the Committee on Information — it is important 
that we recall the Universal Declaration of Human Rights' affirmation in Article 19 that 
"everyone has the right to freedom of expression.this right includes freedom to hold opinions 
without interference and to seek, receive and impart information and ideas through any media 
and regardless of frontiers." 

The United States is very gratified to note that the international community, in the Declaration 
of Principles adopted at the World Summit on the Information Society in December 2003, 
reaffirmed Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights as an "essential foundation 
of the Information Society" and the international community's "commitment to the principles of 
freedom of the press and freedom of information, as well as those of the independence, 
pluralism and diversity of media, which are essential to the Information Society." My 
delegation looks forward to the international community's reiteration of its commitment to 
Article 19 during the second phase of the World Summit on the Information Society being held 
in Tunis in November of this year. 

Mr. Chairman, 

I would now like t 

report sets the stage for the far-reaching "cultural" changes envisaged. As stated in the 
report, the role of UN libraries is being redefined — from independent repositories of 
information (collections) to proactive facilitators of effective decision-making through the 
provision of essential information services to its diverse clientele (connections). 

We look forward particularly to the provision of direct support services aimed at helping staff 
and delegations carry out their duties, especially in this information environment in which all 
participants are faced with information overload caused by the ever-increasing number and 



complexity of issues. We are pleased to note that the role of library staff is being redefined 
and broadened to allow them to work more closely with users in their daily work; not only by 
ensuring that the most relevant and appropriate information is delivered to them when they 
need it but also by advising users on which tools to use to address their various information 
needs and on how to use them. 

The United States is confident that the UN libraries' knowledge workers will effectively carry 
out their redefined responsibilities since they bring to the table broad knowledge of a wide 
range of issues and are experts at finding, evaluating, organizing, disseminating, and storing 
information. This new model will enhance the important role librarians play since they will be 
positioned to better assist their clients or partners in finding relevant, authoritative and up-to-
date information — the key ingredient in effective decision-making. 

My delegation stands ready to assist the Dag Hammarskjold Library and all members of the 
Steering Committee for the Modernization and Integrated Management of United Nations 
libraries in implementing these important initiatives. 
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statistics on the number of overall page views of the UN web site in 2003 and 2004, sorted by 
official language, as well as the number of page views of the News Centre page and other 
sections of the site on which language parity has been achieved, such as the General 



Group (A/AC.198/2005/5). We note that representatives from 36 UN agencies attended the 
Group's annual meeting in June of 2004. As one of the key vehicles for inter-agency decision-
making on the communications challenges facing the Organization, the United States looks 
forward to the Group's full involvement in the process of implementing the Secretary-
General's reform proposals. 

My delegation would also like to commend DPI for: 

• Timely distribution of digital images of UN meetings and UN events; 
• Live webcasting of Security Council meetings and the General Assembly's general 

debate, and for; 
• Working closely with the Department of Peacekeeping Operations in ensuring the 

effective deployment and ongoing functioning of public information components in 
peacekeeping missions. 

In closing Mr. Chairman, the United States notes that the Department has a number of 
important campaigns on its agenda, including the Millennium + 5 Summit and the Observance 
of the 60th Anniversary of the UN. We wish all members of the Department well in carrying 
out these and other important responsibilities. 

Thank you. 
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