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Our Blue Helmets hail from all corners of the globe.  
 
But they are united in their mission of peace, carrying out their essential work in some of the world’s 
most dangerous places.  
 
What began with the deployment of a small number of unarmed military observers to the  
Middle East in 1948 has grown to be a global force for peace.  
 
Today, more than 76,000 women and men from 121 countries are deployed in 11 operations today.  
 
Peacekeepers represent multilateralism in action.   
 
They show us what peace looks like.  
 
Protecting the most vulnerable.  
 
Preserving fragile ceasefires.  
 
Defusing local conflicts.  
 
Removing landmines and explosive remnants of war.  
 
Strengthening the local institutions and democratic systems that peace and development depend on.  
 
And bringing to life the New Agenda for Peace’s commitment to prevention.  
 
Peacekeepers are often engaged in countries or areas where there is no peace to keep. 
 
Despite direct attacks by armed groups, harsh operating environments, and the emergence of new 
weapons of war — including digital technology and artificial intelligence — our Peacekeepers 
persevere.  
 
And we must support them.  
 
That is why we strongly advocated for the recent recognition by the Security Council to support African-
led peace support operations — including peace enforcement and counter-terrorism operations.  
 
Excellencies,   
 
Nearly 25 years ago, the UN Security Council adopted the landmark resolution 1325 on women, peace, 
and security.   
 
The resolution reaffirmed the important role of women in the prevention and resolution of conflicts.   
 
And it recognized that the full and equal participation and involvement of women were essential to 
peace.  
 
Since then, UN Peacekeeping has worked hard to bring this commitment to life.  
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