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Introduction

The United Nations vision and goals on migration 
are integrated in the 2018 Global Compact for Safe, 
Orderly and Regular Migration (GCM) and in the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development, in particular its 
Sustainable Development Goal target 10.7 “Facilitate 
orderly, safe, regular and responsible migration and 
mobility of people, including through the implementation 
of planned and well-managed migration policies”.1 At a 
time when more and more people change their place of 
usual residence, whether within a country or across an 
international border, temporarily or permanently, the United 
Nations has been steadfast in supporting regular pathways 
and rights-based policy frameworks for migration, and 
to enhance the contribution of migrants and migration 
to sustainable development, while addressing the 
associated challenges.

1	 Other migration-related targets in the 2030 Agenda include strengthening and retaining the health workforce in developing countries (target 3.c), 

http://www.un.org/development/desa/pd/content/international-migrant-stock
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Box 1
Mexico: a country of migration origin, transit and destination

Jo!3131-!Nfyjdp!ibe!uif!tfdpoe!mbshftu!fnjhsbou!qpqvmbujpo!
of the world of around 11 million people (U.S. Census Bureau, 
2021), mostly living in the United States. Out-migration from 
Nfyjdp!up!uif!V/T/!cfhbo!up!jodsfbtf!evsjoh!uif!sfdfttjpo!pg!
uif!2:91t/!Jo!2:97-!ofu!pvu.njhsbujpo!gspn!Nfyjdp!sfbdife!bo!
bmm.ujnf!ijhi-!pg!tpnf!753-111!qfpqmf!)Njhsbujpo!Ebub!Qpsubm-!
2022). Subsequent restrictions to immigration implemented 
cz!uif!Vojufe!Tubuft!tubsujoh!jo!Opwfncfs!2:97!tjhojǺdboumz!
sfevdfe!uif!ovncfs!pg!Nfyjdbot!npwjoh!up!uif!Vojufe!Tubuft-!
cvu!Nfyjdp!tujmm!fyqfsjfodfe!ofu!pvu.njhsbujpo!pg!bspvoe!
411-111!qfstpot!qfs!zfbs!evsjoh!uif!2::1t!boe!3111t/!Jo!uif!
2010s, out-migration continued to taper off, which, combined 
xjui!b!mbshf!ovncfs!pg!Nfyjdbot!sfuvsojoh-!sftvmufe!jo!bo!boovbm!
bwfsbhf!ofu!njhsbujpo!pg!pomz!.57-611!qfpqmf-!xjui!uxp!zfbst!
showing positive net migration (see Table 1), that is to say, more 
qfpqmf!foufsjoh!up!sftjef!jo!Nfyjdp!uibo!uiptf!npwjoh!pvu/

Table 1
Mexico: Estimated net migration, 2010-2021 (thousands)

Year
Net Migration 

(thousands) Year
Net Migration 

(thousands) Year
Net Migration 

(thousands)

2010 -41.2 2014 -100.4 2018 -99.4

2011 4.2 2015 -82.2 2019 -47.8

2012 -48.2 2016 33.1 2020 -9.9

2013 -101.7 2017 -12.4 2021 -52.6

Source:Ŵ1MKVEXMSR�(EXE�4SVXEP������
��YWMRK�HEXE�JVSQ�92�()7%�������

Evf!up!jut!mbshf!ejbtqpsb-!Nfyjdp!sfdfjwft!tj{fbcmf!sfnjuubodf!

https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/Documents/Publications/HR-PUB-14-1_en.pdf
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Box 2
Migrant persons are vulnerable, especially those in irregular 
situations

According to OHCHR and GMG (2018), migrants in vulnerable 
situations are “persons who are unable effectively to enjoy 
their human rights, are at increased risk of violations and 
abuse and who, accordingly, are entitled to call on a duty 
cfbsfsǃt!ifjhiufofe!evuz!pg!dbsfǇ/!Njhsboutǃ!wvmofsbcjmjuz!nbz!
cf!dbufhpsj{fe!bt!joejwjevbm!boe!tjuvbujpobm!)PIDIS-!3128<!
OHCHR and GMG, 2018). Situational vulnerability refers to 

https://docstore.ohchr.org/SelfServices/FilesHandler.ashx?enc=4slQ6QSmlBEDzFEovLCuW%2BKyH%2BnXprasyMzd2e8mx4cYlD1VMUKXaG3Jw9bomilLKS84HB8c9nIHQ9mUemvt0Fbz%2F0SS7kENyDv5%2FbYPWAxMw47K5jTga59puHtt3NZr
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/Documents/Issues/Migration/PrinciplesAndGuidelines.pdf
https://docstore.ohchr.org/SelfServices/FilesHandler.ashx?enc=4slQ6QSmlBEDzFEovLCuW1a0Szab0oXTdImnsJZZVQdrCvvLm0yy7YCiVA9YY61Z8YHJWla0qOfZ9fbBAjHL%2FlLI5gllsqSBbczFKYlRCH3h0ggclCkMPkxlTz7NI9wE
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for countries with a relatively small number of highly 
fevdbufe!joejwjevbmt-!gps!fybnqmf!ifbmui!tfdups!xpslfst!
from the Caribbean or well-educated workers from Eastern 
Europe or Northern Africa.10 Conversely, the economic 
cfofǺut!pg!uif!njhsbujpo!pg!ijhimz!tljmmfe!joejwjevbmt!gps!
the destination countries are known as “brain gain”. Due 
to data constraints, most studies have considered highly 
skilled migrants as those with tertiary-level education, but, 
from a policy perspective, other measures could also be 
considered, such as occupational attainment and income 
mfwfm!)Binbe-!3115<!Dbsmjoh-!2::7<!Hsfcfozjl!fu!bm/-!3132<!
and World Bank, 2018).

The brain drain may have the following implications for the 
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migrants with tertiary education would fall into the “brain 
xbtufǇ!dbufhpsz-!xijdi!bqqmjft!xifo!qsfwjpvt!fyqfsjfodf-!
academic degrees, and professional credentials are not 
sfdphoj{fe!jo!uif!eftujobujpo!dpvousz-!gpsdjoh!uiftf!ijhimz!
skilled migrants to become underemployed in low-skill 
and low-paying jobs or even to be unemployed. According 
up!VOFTDP!)3129*-!23/6!qfs!dfou!pg!njhsbout!jo!Fvspqf!
joejdbufe!uibu!uif!opo.sfdphojujpo!pg!rvbmjǺdbujpot!jt!uif!
greatest challenge to work in the destination country, 
ranking above language skills, discrimination, and visa 
restrictions.

Sfhbsejoh!ifbmui!tubuvt-!njhsbujpo!jt!pgufo!dibsbdufsj{fe!
cz!uif!ǆifbmuiz!njhsbou!fggfdu!qbsbepyǇ-!xifsfjo!njhsbout!
fyijcju!cfuufs!jojujbm!ifbmui!tubuvt!dpnqbsfe!up!obujwf!
populations in host countries, but deteriorate over time 
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https://uaecabinet.ae/en/details/news/uae-cabinet-introduces-new-visa-facilitation-and-new-foreign-workers-insurance-scheme
https://uaecabinet.ae/en/details/news/uae-cabinet-introduces-new-visa-facilitation-and-new-foreign-workers-insurance-scheme
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faced with large numbers of migrants in transit or 
stationed at the borders.

�� A synergistic approach involving policy coordination 
between origin and host countries is essential for 
pqujnj{joh!njhsbujpo!pvudpnft-!jodmvejoh!uif!fǼdjfou!
use of the skills and human capital of migrants and 



8

Internacionales, vol. 12, Art. 13. El Colegio de la Frontera Norte. 
Available at iuuqt;00xxx/tdjfmp/psh/ny0qeg0njhsb0w23036:5.138:.
njhsb.23.snjw2j232:1/qeg.

International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) (2023). 
13 reasons why remittances are important. Available at 
iuuqt;00xxx/jgbe/psh0fo0xfc0mbuftu0.024.sfbtpot.xiz.
remittances-are-important.

ǀǀǀǀǀ!)3128*/!Tfoejoh!npofz!ipnf;!Dpousjcvujoh!up!uif!TEHt-!pof!
family at a time. Rome.

Joufsobujpobm!Npofubsz!Gvoe!)3127*/!Njhsbout!csjoh!fdpopnjd!
cfofǺut!gps!bewbodfe!fdpopnjft/!JNG!Cmph-!35!Pdupcfs/!Bwbjmbcmf!
from iuuqt;xxx/jng/psh0fo0Cmpht0Bsujdmft031270210350njhsbout.
csjoh.fdpopnjd.cfofǺut.gps.bewbodfe.fdpopnjft.

Joufsobujpobm!Pshboj{bujpo!gps!Njhsbujpo!)JPN*!)3134b*/!
QfsǺm!Njhsbupsjp!ef!Nˡyjdp/!Cpmfu˥o!Bovbm!3133-!Bwbjmbcmf!
at 


