WORLD PRESS FREEDOM DAY 2021

INFORMATION
AS A PUBLIC GOOD

30 YEARS OF THE WINDHOEK DECLARATION

Executive summary
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Participants at the UNESCO seminar
“Promoting an Independent and

Background
and changes

On 3 May 1991, signatories of the historic Windhoek Declaration for
the Development of a Free, Independent and Pluralistic Press stated in
Article V that:

“ e worldwide trend towards democracy and
freedom of information and expression is a
fundamental contribution to the ful liment of
human aspirations.”
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Appendix - Elaborated discussion on the concept note.

Insights on information as a public good
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21 Broadband Commission for Sustainable Development. 2020. Balancing Act: Countering Digital Disinformation While Respecting
Freedom of Expression https://broadbandcommission.org/Documents/working-groups/FoE_Disinfo_Report.pdf
22 UNESCO’s Internet Universality Indicators are a set of 303 indicators that aim to assess the state of Internet development at the

national level according to the ROAM principles of human Rights, Openness, Accessibility, Multi-stakeholder participation https://
en.unesco.org/internet-universality-indicators/roamx-indicators
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3. Strengthening Media and Information Literacy
capacities in times of disinformation and hate speech
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24 UNESCO. 2019. Media and Information Literacy in Journalism: A Handbook for Journalists and Journalism Educators, https://
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