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1 PRIORITY  
RECOMMENDATIONS

An inclusive and just energy transition can catalyse transformational co-benefits for the 
achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Energy is inextricably linked to 
virtually all the SDGs, and at the same time progress made towards achieving advancement 
of the other SDGs can also contribute to achieving SDG 7. Transforming the world’s energy 
systems will create new jobs, advance gender equality, and empower people, communities, 
and societies. Based on the concept of 'leaving no one behind', a just and inclusive energy 
transition will enhance human well-being, health, and capabilities, increase resilience, and drive 
innovation towards a sustainable society at all levels, while also driving huge investments. 
Although the transition pathways will vary based on the individual needs of countries and 
regions, all pathways must be just and inclusive in order to accelerate collective actions to 
deliver on the SDGs and the Paris Agreement and to ensure the ‘future we want’.

RECOMMENDATION 1
Every country and region should integrate achievement of the SDGs as a guiding framework 
into the planning and implementation of their own transition pathways towards clean and 
sustainable energy. Sustainable energy transitions, involving the electricity, heating/cooling, 
and transport sectors, can dramatically accelerate the development and the achievement of the 
SDGs, but only if they are designed to be fully just and inclusive. An integrated, participatory, and 
inclusive approach should be mainstreamed into policy and programmatic decision-making 
for energy and climate, including ambitious Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) and 
PSRKIV�XIVQ�WXVEXIKMIW�YRHIV�XLI�4EVMW�%KVIIQIRX�8LMW�[MPP�IRWYVI�XLEX�XLI�FIRIƼXW�SJ�XLI�GPIER�
energy transition are shared, that no one is left behind, and that the protection of people, the 
achievement of prosperity, and the preservation of the planet remain at the core of the energy 
transitions. 

RECOMMENDATION 2
Implement a sustainable energy transition strategy with social equity and inclusiveness at 
its centre to enable the SDGs.�)RIVK]�XVERWMXMSRW�[MPP�LEZI�E�HMWTVSTSVXMSREXI�MRƽYIRGI�SR�XLI�
achievement of the SDGs, with greater progress potentially being made on some targets than 
SR�SXLIVW��YRPIWW�WTIGMƼG�QIEWYVIW�EVI�SXLIV[MWI�MQTPIQIRXIH��4SPMG]QEOIVW�GER�ERH�WLSYPH�
explicitly prioritize the needs of the vulnerable through the energy transition pathways by: 
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i.	 Empowering people by ensuring gender equality in its multiple dimensions; enhancing win–win 
outcomes for health and education, putting the needs of children, youth, local communities 
ERH� SXLIV� ZYPRIVEFPI� TSTYPEXMSRW� ƼVWX�� MRGPYHMRK� WEJIKYEVHMRK� ERH� TVSXIGXMRK� XLI� VMKLXW� SJ�
indigenous peoples and addressing the essential energy needs of displaced people and affected 
communities.

ii.	 Protecting the planet by ensuring a pathway to net-zero emissions and the sustainable use of 
ƼRMXI�VIWSYVGIW��WYGL�EW�[EXIV��JSSH��ERH�IGSPSKMGEP�W]WXIQW��EPWS�IRWYVMRK�FMSHMZIVWMX]��LMKL�



in the energy and relevant sectors—to increase positive synergies and reduce trade-offs across 
the SDGs, while meeting the 1.5°C objective set out by the Paris Agreement. Harnessing such an 
STTSVXYRMX]�VIUYMVIW�MRXIKVEXIH�ETTVSEGLIW�XEMPSVIH�XS�WTIGMƼG�GSYRXV]�GSRHMXMSRW�ERH�WYTTSVXIH��
among others, by:

i.	 Long-term vision, integrated planning, and cross-sectoral coordination.

ii.	 Participatory and inclusive governance mechanisms.

iii.	Education, training, and capacity-building, promotion of consumer and behavioural change, 
WLEVMRK�SJ�ORS[PIHKI��HEXE��ERH�MRJSVQEXMSR��ERH�MHIRXMƼGEXMSR�ERH�TVSQSXMSR�SJ�WOMPPW� MR�XLI�
energy and other sectors, particularly in relation to the impacts of energy on a range of SDGs.

iv.	 Innovation and technology, supported by adequate research and development policies.

v.	 Finance and investment aligned with local needs, including tailored mechanisms to facilitate 



RECOMMENDATION 8
Ensure that the energy transition pathways are sustainably designed and implemented to 
enhance synergies and reduce trade-offs with other SDGs. In this context, it is essential to design, 
IRJSVGI��ERH�QSRMXSV�EHIUYEXI�WYWXEMREFMPMX]�WXERHEVHW�XS�EZSMH�TSXIRXMEP�GSRƽMGXW�FIX[IIR�IRIVK]�
services and other developmental targets. For example, the expanded use of feedstocks and arable 
PERH�XS�TVSHYGI�FMSIRIVK]�GER� MRHIIH�GSRƽMGX�[MXL� JSSH�TVSHYGXMSR�ERH�EJJSVHEFMPMX]�1 It is thus 
important to put in place measures to avoid negative impacts on food security and to protect 
the local resources on which local populations and vulnerable communities depend. Ensuring 
that appropriate environment and waste management are integrated into the energy transition  
is also essential; this includes electronic waste related to disposal of power generation and  
storage systems.

TABLE 1.	 ENERGY FOR SDG IMPACT FRAMEWORK: EXAMPLES OF POSSIBLE 
INDICATORS OF AN INCLUSIVE, JUST ENERGY TRANSITION AND  
ITS IMPACT ON THE SDGs 

SDG INDICATORS

•	 Percentage of low-income households spending more than or equal to 5%  
of their household expenditure to meet all of their energy demands (by region, 
gender of head of household, and indigenous populations 

•	 Percentage increase in income of marginalized communities due to access  
to electricity for productive uses (including rural farmers, artisans)



SDG INDICATORS

•	 Percentage of improved sanitation facilities powered by electricity (by electricity 
source, gender, geographic location) 

•	 Percentage increase of population with access to quality water services due to 
increase in access to electricity (by electricity source, geographic location, gender)



THEME REPORT ON ENABLING SDGs THROUGH INCLUSIVE, JUST ENERGY TRANSITIONS TOWARDS THE ACHIEVEMENT OF SDG 7 AND NET-ZERO EMISSIONS6 7

RESULTS AND ACTIONS MATRIX 2
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PRIORITY  
RESULTS 

PRIORITY  
ACTION AREAS 

STAKEHOLDER ACTIONS 

Public Private Civil Society International organizations

on certain minerals, potential 
increased vulnerability of electricity 
systems to cyberattacks and 
vulnerability to natural disasters  
and climate risks.

•	 Put in place national policies and regulations for  
gender mainstreaming and empowerment of women  
in economic sectors. 

•	4VSZMHI�ƼRERGMEP�GETMXEP��TVSZMHI�KSZIVRQIRX�PSER�
guarantees for microcredits to rural women, and greater 

 

•	
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