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Nahla Valji, Senior Gender Adviser, Executive Office of the 

UN Secretary-General 

 

Nahla Valji is the Senior Gender Adviser in the Executive 

Office of the Secretary-General (EOSG) where she heads 

the Secretariat for the UN-EU Spotlight Initiative to 

Eliminate Violence against Women and Girls and supports 

the implementation of the Secretary-General’s Gender 

Parity Strategy among other efforts. She joined the 
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with Tijjani Muhammad-Bande won the Best Reporting Award in 2019. Her documentary film 

“Waack 4 Me” has won the Best Short Documentary Award and Best Cultural Documentary 

Award for the 2016 Hollywood International Independent Documentary Film Festival, and the 

2015 New York Emmy Awards Documentary Filmmaking Grants.    

 

 

Martha Chen, Lecturer in Public Policy at the Harvard 

Kennedy School and Co-founder, Emeritus International 

Coordinator and Senior Advisor of the global network 

Women in Informal Employment: Globalizing and Organizing 

 

Martha (Marty) Chen is a Lecturer in Public Policy at the 

Harvard Kennedy School and Co-Founder, Emeritus 

International Coordinator and Senior Advisor of the global 

network Women in Informal Employment: Globalizing and 

Organizing (WEIGO). An experienced development 

practitioner and scholar, her areas of specialization are 

employment, gender and poverty with a focus on the working 

poor in the informal economy. Before joining Harvard in 1987, she had two decades of resident 

work experience in Bangladesh and in India. Dr. Chen co-founded and, for twenty years, led the 

WIEGO network which is well known worldwide for its work to improve the status of the 

working poor in the informal economy through stronger organizations, improved statistics and 

research and a more favorable policy environment. Dr. Chen received a Ph.D. in South Asia 

Regional Studies from the University of Pennsylvania.  She was awarded a high civilian award, 

the Padma Shri, by the Government of India in April 2011; and a Friends of Bangladesh 

Liberation War award by the Government of Bangladesh in December 2012.   

 

 

 

Jayati Ghosh, Professor of Economics at the Centre for 

Economic Studies and Planning, School of Social Sciences, 

Jawaharlal Nehru University, and member of the UN High-

level Advisory Board on Economic and Social Affairs 

 

Jayati Ghosh is Professor of Economics at the Centre for 

Economic Studies and Planning, School of Social Sciences, 

Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi. She was educated at 

Delhi University, Jawaharlal Nehru University and the 
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methodologies and data collection within the statistical household surveys. At UN Moldova, she 

led the work on the SDG nationalization and currently, on behalf of the National Bureau of 

Statistics, is the national focal point for the SDG data production. 

 

 

Closing remarks   

 

 

Jeffrey D. Sachs, Director of the Center for Sustainable 

Development at Columbia University, member of the UN 

High-level Advisory Board on Economic and Social 

Affairs, and SDG Advocate 

 

Jeffrey D. Sachs is a University Professor and Director of 

the Center for Sustainable Development at Columbia 

University, where he directed the Earth Institute from 

2002 until 2016. He is also President of the UN Sustainable 

Development Solutions Network and a commissioner of 

the UN Broadband Commission for Development. He has 

been advisor to three United Nations Secretaries-General, and currently serves as an SDG 

Advocate under Secretary General António Guterres. He spent over twenty years as a professor 

at Harvard University, where he received his B.A., M.A., and Ph.D. degrees. He has authored 

numerous bestseller books. His most recent book is The Ages of Globalization: Geography, 

Technology, and Institutions (2020). Sachs was twice named as one of Time magazine’s 100 


