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space that would allow for actual prevention efforts, what kinds of terrorist groups might be 



bombings, authorities arrested two New York men who were in the process of building a truck-

borne radiation weapon for use in a mass attack on Muslims and others. Indeed, local law 

enforcement agencies across the country often push back on federal government directives to 

focus too heavily on international terrorism threats at the expense of the everyday criminal and 

public safety issues that dominate the day-in, day-out work of police officers. A study funded 

by the National Institute of Justice found that "new terrorism-related demands and resources 

are now competing with other national public safety priorities, placing a strain on local law 

enforcement agencies. Local officials cite drug enforcement and community policing 

initiatives as two local priorities that are being affected by shifting federal programs." That is 

not to say they do not want to counter international terrorism, they just want to be able to 

prioritize and resource the full spectrum of their responsibilities according to the level of threat 

they see in their locality. 

Given the slippery ideological slope between extremist radicalization and mobilization, it is 


