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 Relevant activities and coordination role of the DOALOS and 
UN-Environment;

 Participation of RSCs in the Regular Process, elaboration of 
WOA II: capacity needs, data gaps and overlaps;

 Overview of Integrated Assessments (reports on State of 
Environment) implemented at the level of RSCs and Action 
Plans;

 Some concrete examples of participation of RSCs (Baltic, Black 
and Mediterranean Seas) in the Regular Process and other 
relevant initiatives and commitments (SDGs, Ocean 
Governance, Sustainable Ocean Initiative (SOI) etc.).



 The UNEP/(UN Environment) Regional Seas Programme has been an integral part 
of ocean governance since its establishment in 1974. There are eighteen (18) Regional 
Seas Conventions and Action Plans (RSCAPs) around the world (Arctic, Antarctic, 





 In particular, Sustainable Development Goal 14 provides extensive targets 
on marine biodiversity and ecosystems;

 Regional targets related to the SDG-Oceans and marine related Aichi 
Targets of the CBD and were encouraged to work in two areas: 

 (1) internalising the SDGs in their strategic documents (Action Plans, 
thematic action plans, SAPs and national programmes of action) and 
further implementing these documents through regionally coordinated 
national action; and 

 (2) coordinating the national monitoring of the SDGs through the regional 
monitoring and reporting mechanisms. 





 Regional Seas Indicators Working Group:

 UNEP launched a report: Measuring Success: Indicators for Regional Seas 







 With regard to coordination, UN-Environement is in 
charge of coordinating the work of all RSCs. At the same 
time, need to coordinate concerns not only the 
cooperation among RSCs, but also with Regional 
Fisheries Management Organisations (RFMOs) and 
relevant organizations, such as CBD Convention;

 The Memorandum of Understanding between OSPAR 
and NEAFC, the one between UNEP/ MAP/Barcelona 
Convention and the General Fisheries Commission for 
the Mediterranean (GFCM), CBD EBSA Process are 
considered as good models of synergies between 
fisheries management and environmental management. 





 UN-Environment took a lead and, in close collaboration with 
DOALOS, recommended experts with the requisite areas of 
specialization to the pool of experts for the second cycle of the 
World Oceans Assessment;

 The second round of Regional Workshops allowed not only 
representatives of States in each of the five main ocean regions, but 
also relevant RSCAPs to (1) make inputs on issues that they regard 
as regionally important and to 



 The 



 FAO General Fisheries Commission for Mediterranean 
and the Black Sea (GFCM) launched the “State of 
Mediterranean and Black Sea Fisheries 2018 (SoMFi 
2018)” at the Fish Forum on 11th December, 2018 in 
Rome;

 CBD Convention successfully carries out its global 
EBSA description process (by holding the CBD regional 
workshops, EBSAs merge marine and coastal physical, 
biological and biogeographical information held by 
States, diverse scientific institutions and individual 
experts). 



 The Sustainable Ocean Initiative (SOI) is a global capacity 
building platform, supported by the Governments of Japan, France, 
the Republic of Korea and Sweden, and the European Union, that is 
coordinated by the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological 
Diversity (SCBD) and implemented in collaboration with a wide 
range of partners. Under the framework of SOI, the SCBD, UN 
Environment and FAO created an initiative to provide a platform 
for enhanced dialogue among regional seas organizations and 
regional fishery bodies. 

 This initiative, the SOI Global Dialogue with Regional Seas 
Organizations and Regional Fishery Bodies, is the first of its kind at 
the global level. Thus far, two meetings of the SOI Global Dialogue 
have been convened in Seoul, Republic of Korea; the first in 
September 2016 and the second in April 2018. 





 These meetings have gathered representatives of regional seas 
organizations (RSOs), regional fishery bodies (RFBs), including Regional 
Fisheries Management Organizations (RFMOs), and United 
Nations/international organizations/initiatives as well as experts from 
national governments and agencies, and non-governmental organizations 
to: 

 • Share experiences both within and across regions on various issues of 
common interest; 

 • Identify tangible opportunities to enhance regional-scale collaboration 
and coordination on fisheries and environment issues; and 

 • Identify opportunities for enhanced regional-scale collaboration to 
contribute to global goals and processes.

 The SOI Global Dialogue with RSOs and RFBs has also sought to share 
lessons from regions that have significantly advanced in regional-scale 
coordination.



 geographical fragmentation, the lack of implementation, the lack of capacities and the lack of 
coordination between entities;  limited scope of their action as most RSCs do not have the 



 Coordination work by DOALOS and UN-Environment, participation in 
initiatives such as SOI brings regular chance to discuss and coordinate our 
efforts, to deepen collaboration with RSCs and other Regional fisheries and 
biodiversity organizations, as well as donors and, therefore, to contribute to 
the elaboration of WOA II and Regular Process, in general; 

 The particular feature and success of the second round of regional 
workshops in support of the second cycle of the Regular Process was that 
the representatives of the RSCAPS were present at almost all workshops 
held, and took a solid committment to contribute to the success of the 
WOA II by appointing relevant experts and presenting the relevant 
publications intended to support the development of the WOAII by 
enabling the collection of regional-level data and enabling relevant 
members of writing teams to meet.  
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