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Murray Roberts is Professor of Marine Biology at the University of Edinburgh’s 

School of GeoSciences. He leads the Changing Oceans research group and 

co-ordinates ATLAS, a 4-year, €9.3M European project to create a Trans-

Atlantic assessment and deep-water ecosystem-based spatial management 

plan for Europe.  

 

His previous roles include Reader and then Professor of Marine Biology and 

Director of the Centre for Marine Biodiversity & Biotechnology at Heriot-Watt 

University (2009-16) and research fellow at the Scottish Association for Marine 

Science (1997-2009) and Center for Marine Science, University of North 

Carolina Wilmington in the USA (2007-09). 
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Segment 2: Capacity gaps and needs related to the conduct of  

integrated assessments
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Karen Evans is a Team Leader and senior research scientist with CSIRO Oceans 

and Atmosphere based in Hobart, Tasmania. She is involved in research 

focused on improving scientific understanding and developing options to 

improve marine resource management, particularly in relation to national and 

international fisheries. She also leads research aimed at improving reporting of 

biodiversity assessments at national, regional and global scales and providing 

baseline information for assessing the impacts of oil and gas activities on the 

marine environment. Karen’s expertise and international reputation has seen 

her contribute to United Nations processes such as the Regular Process and its 

First Global Integrated Assessment and the World Meteorological 

Organization Joint CAgM/JCOMM Task Team on Weather, Climate and 

Fisheries. She is co-chair of the Integrated Marine Biosphere Research 

project’s regional programme “Climate Impacts on Top Predators” (CLIOTOP) 

and an associate editor of the Proceeding of the Royal Society B: Biological 

Sciences.  

Ms. Karen Evans 
Senior Research Scientist, CSIRO 

Oceans and Atmosphere, 

member of the Group of Experts 

of the Regular Process 

 

  

 

Maruf Hossain holds a Ph.D. in Ecotoxicology from the Centre for Marine & 

Coastal Studies (CEMACS), University Science Malaysia (USM) and an MS in 

Fundamental & Applied Marine Ecology (FAME) (thesis on Ecotoxicology) from 

the Vrije Universiteit Brussel, Belgium. He also received an M.Sc. degree in 

Marine Biology (thesis on Benthic Pollution), Institute of Marine Sciences, 

University of Chittagong, Bangladesh. Mr. Hussain has served as an 

Environmental Scientist and Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) expert of 

Bangladesh with extensive experience in conducting research and study for 

more than 33 years on environmentally related issues, more specifically on 

marine and coastal pollution, water quality criteria, EIAs on different 

development activities and its impacts on aquatic biodiversity (benthic), 

human health and ecotoxicology. 

Mr. Maruf Hossain 
Professor, Institute of Marine 

Sciences, University of 

Chittagong, Bangladesh 

  

 

Francesca Santoro is currently Programme Specialist at the Intergovernmental 

Oceanographic Commission (IOC) of the United Nations Educational, Scientific 

and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), where she is in charge of the ocean 

literacy activities.  

Before joining IOC of UNESCO in 2011, she worked for the Euro 

Mediterranean Centre for Climate Change and for the University Ca’Foscari of 

Venice where she has been undertaking research activities on climate change 

in coastal zone.  

She was also lecturer at the University Ca’Foscari of Venice PhD Programme in 

Science and Management of Climate Change. She holds a PhD in Analysis and 

Governance of Sustainable Development, an MSc in Integrated Coastal Zone 

Management, and Environmental Sciences. 

Ms. Francesca Santoro 
Lead programme specialist in 

Ocean Literacy, 

Intergovernmental 

Oceanographic Commission 
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Wahid Moufaddal is responsible for management of the X-band direct 

broadcast satellite receiving station and the Remote Sensing Unit at the 

Regional Organization for the Protection of the Marine Environment (ROPME) 

in Kuwait. He holds a Ph.D in coastal and marine applications of remote 

sensing. He has about 25 years of experience in marine research. His 

publication record includes about 20 research papers, 2 book chapters and 

over 100 public scientific articles.  

His current primary role in ROPME includes, among others, utilization of the 

received real-time satellite imagery (MODIS & VIIRS) and other sources of 

satellite data for marine environmental monitoring of the ROPME Sea Area 

and provision of early warning information on emergent coastal and marine 

hazards to the concerned communities and stakeholders.  

Mr. Wahid Moufaddal
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Andrew Hudson is Head of the Water & Ocean Governance Programme 

(www.undp.org/water) in UNDP’s Bureau for Policy and Programme Support.  

He oversees and provides strategic, policy and technical guidance on the 

development, implementation and evaluation of UNDP’s work in water and 

ocean governance with a currently active portfolio of about US $350 million in 

over 100 countries.   

 

This work, which directly supports SDGs 6 and 14, includes efforts to ‘green’ 

the shipping industry; sustain the world’s 64 Large Marine Ecosystems; 

http://www.undp.org/water



