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4.  To this end, this policy note provides an overview of the conflict trends, including the 
impact of armed groups on peacebuilding and prevention efforts, and direct and actionable 
recommendations.  
 
Shifting conflict dynamics and the proliferation of armed groups 
 
5. The evolving nature of armed conflicts – now involving a plethora of non-state armed 
groups, cross-border activities and complex regional dynamics compounded by the effects of 
climate change, the spread of violent extremism, mercenaryism, and the proliferation of weapons 
– have made conflicts significantly more difficult to manage and resolve. Conflicts today are 
increasingly fragmented and multifaceted, far removed from the traditional
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empowered to define priorities and lead efforts, based on comprehensive political 
strategies and through localized inclusive coordination mechanism. The sustainability of 
conflict prevention or mitigation/peacebuilding efforts relies on advancing local ownership 
through capacity-building initiatives, promoting knowledge exchange through South-South 
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