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This document outlines the methodologies developed to this effect by the United Nations 

Peacebuilding Support Office, including on 
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How to code Peacebuilding Priorities 
 

Rules for coding Peacebuilding Priorities 

To address the need for increased coherence, transparency, accountability in UN 

headquarters-based trust funds and global programmes related to peace, the 

Peacebuilding Support Office (PBSO) of the United Nations Department of Political and 

Peacebuilding Affairs has developed a Peacebuilding Priorities Coding System, which is 

based on a UN understanding of peacebuilding and sustaining peace. PBSO has 

identified shortcomings in the OECD/DAC Creditor Reporting System (CRS), 1  which 

provides information on most ODA flows, but does not cover peacebuilding activities in 

the necessary breadth and depth. 

Building on the OECD/DAC CRS and the 2009 Secretary-General’s Report on 

peacebuilding 2 , PBSO identified recurring peacebuilding activities under six 

peacebuilding priorities (PBP): Political Process, Safety and Security, Rule of Law and 

Human Rights, Core Government Functions, Basic Services, Economic Revitalization. 

Activities in the areas Political Process, Safety and Security, Rule of Law and Human Rights, 

and Core Government Functions usually are fully focused on and aimed at sustaining 

peace. In the Areas Basic Services and Economic Revitalization, not all activities are fully 

focused on and aimed at sustaining peace but could contribute to sustaining peace 

depending on the theory of change. 

The table in Annex A includes a description of the 40 subcategories to assist in the coding. 

The descriptions are partly based on language from the OECD/DAC CRS Purpose Codes.  

For each project outcome, one or several relevant Peacebuilding Priorities (PBP, see 

Appendix A) are identified and weighed in percentages reflecting their importance. In 

order to attain a close approximation of funding per PBP, the share of the outcome 

budget that can be attributed to an identified PBP is calculated on the basis of that 

percentage. 

In order to identify the relevant PBP for an outcome, the coder needs to at least be 

familiar with the goals and planned activities of the project. It is encouraged to use the 

planned activities as a basis for coding decisions in case the actual outcomes oftentimes 

do not provide details. The coder then will identify one or several immediately relevant 

PBP for each of the outcomes. To allow for weighing the relevance of the different PBP 

and to indicate if the outcome speaks only peripherally to PBP, each of the PBP can be 

assigned a percentage value between 10% and 100%, so that the total percentages 

attributed to different PBP in one outcome are 100% as per below table. 

 
1 http://www.oecd.org/development/financing-sustainable-development/development-finance-

standards/purposecodessectorclassification.htm 
2 A/63/881–S/2009/304 Report of the Secretary-General on peacebuilding in the immediate aftermath of 
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Example 

As an example, we use a 2017 Peacebuilding Fund Project in Sri Lanka. 

Project Title: Support to strengthen capacities to undertake reforms to advance 
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overview of SDG targets, especially if the targets in the decision tree does not seem to 

represent a specific project outcome that might still be associated to other SDGs.  

Some SDG targets are rather broad and seem to fit many outcomes. While this may be 

true, coders are encouraged to follow strict interpretations for these targets. 

For example, targets under SDG 5 should not by default be attributed to an outcome 

that simply mentions women as one of their target audiences but rather reserve using 

these targets for outcomes that particularly focus on women in th
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SDG Coding 

 

 

SDG Target 17.9 
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What to do with cost extensions 
Some projects benefit from a cost extension one or several years after the launch of the 
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Example of Complete Coding Exercise 

http://mptf.undp.org/AB92/project/00105729
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Outcome Level Data 

 

Outcome 1 
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Outcome 

Budget per 

Recipient 

Organzation 

UNDP:  $ 400,0000 

IOM:                $ 300,000 

 

SDG Coding 

 

SDG Target 16.6     

Weight 100%     

Peacebuilding 

Priority Coding 

PBP 2.6 3.7  

Weight 70% 30%  
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Appendix A: Peacebuilding Priorities Coding System 

 
3 OECD/DAC CRS Codes highlighted in green match with PBSO codes almost entirely, while the ones 

highlighted in yellow match partially. For red areas, there is no OECD/DAC CRS Code. 

PBP 

Code 

Name Description OECD/ 

DAC CRS 

Code3 

 What area(s) 

does the 

project 

intervene in? 

How does the project achieve its goal?  

0 Administrative 

or not peace-

building 

related 

Activities indirectly related to peacebuilding, such as project 

management capacities, M&E, communications and other 

indirect costs. 

 

1 Political Processes  

1.1 Electoral 

processes 

Support electoral management bodies and processes, election 

preparation and observation, voters' education. 

15151 
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1.7 Civil society, 

communities 

and civic 

engagement 

Support peacebuilding activities of civil society. Support 

organizations that support, represent and advocate for their 

members and/or social groups/communities (e.g. women, 

youth) and monitor, engage and hold governments 

accountable. Enable the population to participate and act in 
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accordance with democratic norms and principles of 

accountability, transparency and good governance. 

Improving security sector-community relations (other than 

police), including of border security forces. 

3 Rule of Law and Human Rights   

3.1 Rule of law Promote the equality of all persons before the law and prevent 

arbitrary use of power. Improve legal frameworks, constitutions, 

laws and regulations; legislative and constitutional drafting and 
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communities to orderly, safe, regular and responsible migration 

and mobility of people, including assistance to migrants for their 
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and 

development 

facilities (e.g. roads, bridges, irrigation, water and sanitation, 

shelter, health care services, education). Includes longer-term 

reconstruction (“build back better”) or construction of new 

infrastructure (see also categories 5.1 òWater and sanitationó, 

5.2 òHealthó, 5.3 òEducationó, and other categories for relevant 

sectors).  
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Appendix B: SDG Decision Tool 

 
Graphic 1: First level of Decision Tool (General areas covered by peacebuilding projects) 

 

 

Graphic 2: SDG Targets related to Inclusion and Support   
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Graphic 3: SDG Targets related to Institutions  

 

 

Graphic 4: SDG Targets related to Education  
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Graphic 7: SDG Targets related to Strengthening state capacity to prevent violence  

 

Graphic 8: SDG Targets related to Other peacebuilding objectives  

 


