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The specific modalities proposed for the supplementary funding mechanism are
intended to ensure that assessed contributions for the Fund do not divert requirements
from other mandated activities, that they are used in a transparent manner that respects
the oversight role of the General Assembly, that the manner in which the funds are
provided does not compromise the flexibility and responsiveness of the Fund and that
the provision of assessed contributions to the Fund strengthens programmatic
coherence within the United Nations system and avoids duplication with other sources
of funding, including programmatic activities financed through the budgets of peace
operations.
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I. Introduction

22-02992 3/11


https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/75/201
https://undocs.org/en/A/69/968
https://undocs.org/en/A/72/707
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/72/276

Al76/732

the international community spent $349 billion on United Nations peacekeeping
operations, humanitarian-related official development assistance and in-donor costs
for refugees alone.

6.  The joint United Nations-World Bank Group study entitled
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strategy for the Sahel, covering efforts across all three pillars of the strategy, namely
governance, security and resilience. Those activities are planned and implemented in
coordination with other parts of the United Nations system that are active in the
region, including the United Nations Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization
Mission in Mali and the United Nations Office for West Africa and the Sahel.

18. When the Advisory Group of Experts on the Review of the Peacebuilding
Architecture made its recommendations on assessed funding, United Nations
peacekeeping operations were in a period of growth, with total approved resources
exceeding $8.30 billion. Since then, the situation has changed significantly. Between
June 2016 and June 2021, the overall level of resources approved by the General
Assembly for United Nations peacekeeping operations decreased by $1.52 billion.
The decline in the overall level of peacekeeping activity translates into a reduction of
nearly $229 million in the annual peacebuilding-related official development
assistance provided to conflict-affected countries through United Nations
peacekeeping operations.?
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important consideration at a time of global economic challenges and in the light of a
commensurate decrease in the willingness of the international community to engage
in and finance large-scale, multinational peace and security interventions. Moreover,
the flexibility and responsiveness of the Fund has also positioned it well, in the
context of the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic, to adapt its activities in
conflict-affected settings, including mission contexts, to help to address the economic
hardship, inequality and tensions exacerbated by the pandemic, as well as to support
conflict-sensitive post-pandemic recovery planning.

Providing access to assessed contributions

22. The General Assembly originally requested that the Peacebuilding Fund be
funded through voluntary contributions. However, voluntary contributions alone have

22-02992


https://undocs.org/en/A/69/968
https://undocs.org/en/A/69/968

Al76/732

22-02992 9/11





https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/63/282

Al76/732

22-02992

V.

Conclusion

34. The increase in the level of violence witnessed over the past decade necessitates
a decisive response from the international community to prevent and respond to
conflicts. The Peacebuilding Fund is an important tool at the disposal of the United
Nations; its flexibility, timeliness and focus can be used to respond to needs, mitigate
emerging gaps in funding, help to prevent the outbreak of crises, and serve as a
catalyst for — and a means of promoting alignment of — peacebuilding investments
from other actors. However, the Fund continues to suffer from persistent funding
challenges, stemming in large part from the unpredictability and unsustainability of
its exclusive reliance on voluntary contributions. Those challenges have only been
exacerbated in the past decade due to increased demands arising from the transition
and closure of United Nations peacekeeping missions.

35. Providing the Peacebuilding Fund with access to assessed contributions, as
originally proposed by the Advisory Group of Experts on the Review of the
Peacebuilding Architecture, has emerged as the only viable means for providing the
Fund with a consistent baseline level of funding to complement the voluntary
contributions provided by donors. Doing so will, in turn, help the Fund to meet the
increased demands placed upon it, including by better mitigating the potential
emergence of financial cliffs following the closure or reconfiguration of United
Nations peacekeeping missions, and providing a means of funding those activities
that are critical to preventative action.

36. The provision of a new, sustainable funding stream for the Peacebuilding Fund
will not only place the Fund in a more sustainable position, but also strengthen the
ability of the Fund to serve as a tool for enhancing coherence of delivery across the
United Nations system and send an important message about the commitment of
Member States to the important work of the Organization in terms of prevention and
peacebuilding. With such an additional financing mechanism in place, the United
Nations will be better positioned to reduce the potential for both the emergence of
and relapse into conflict, thereby saving lives and avoiding the need for far costlier
crisis response efforts in the future.

Action to be taken by the General Assembly

37. The General Assembly is requested to appropriate a total amount of
$100 million to the Peacebuilding Fund for the 12-month period from 1 July 2022
to 30 June 2023.
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