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MS. THOKOZILE RUZVIDZO 
Director of the Gender, Poverty and Social Policy Division, United Nations Economic 
Commission for Africa (UNECA)

Ms. Thokozile Ruzvidzo is the Director of the Gender, Poverty and Social Policy Division 
that leads United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (ECA)’s work on Poverty, 
Social Protection, Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment, Employment, 
Youth Migration, Urbanization and various other aspects of Social Development. 
The Division leads the research and policy support to African member States in the 
above-mentioned areas of work, as well as in responding to COVID-19 and putting in 
place measures to build back better.  The Gender, Poverty and Social Policy Division 
works closely with the African Union Commission in all areas of social development.
Thoko has over the last 40 years held leadership positions in various institutions. 
As a social development and gender expert she has country, regional, continental 
and international experience. She works extensively on human and women’s rights, 
gender equality and women’s empowerment.

MR. JOACHIM EMMANUEL GOMA-THETHET 
Full Professor at the Universities of the African and Malagasy Council for Higher Education 
(CAMES)

Professor Joachim Emmanuel Goma-Thethet  is a native of Congo and Senior 
Lecturer at CAMES in contemporary history in the Department of History and 
Doctoral Training History and Civilizations of the Faculty of Letters, Arts and 
Humanities  (FLASH) of Marien Ngouabi University (UMNG) - Brazzaville (Congo). 
He is a specialist in the contemporary history of Africa and the political history of 
Congo. He is coordinator of the Interdisciplinary Africa Research Group  (IGRAC) and 
editor of the igRAC journal Les Cahiers. Since 2019, he has been vice-president of the 
Scientific Committee set up by the Ministry of Culture and Arts for the inscription of 
Congolese rumba as a UNESCO intangible heritage.

PROF. OLA UDUKU 
Acting Joint Head of Architecture, Manchester University

Professor Ola Uduku, is a British African architect who took up a Chair in Architecture 
at the Manchester School of Architecture in 2017. Prior to this she was Reader in 
Architecture, and Dean International for Africa, at Edinburgh University.  She is also 
a member of the Nigerian Institute of Architects and the Royal Institute of British 
Architects. Her research specialisms are in modern architecture in West Africa, the 
history of educational architecture in Africa, and the contemporary issues related to 
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social infrastructure provision for minority communities in cities in the ‘West’ and 
‘South’. She also has interests in environmental design and supporting equality in 
Academia. 

MR. STANLAKE SAMKANGE






