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interests he is one of the pioneer Trustees of ‘The Legal History Society of Nigeria’; 
he recently worked as writer and presenter of the seven-part documentary series 
“Journey of an African Colony” and ‘A Platter of Gold: ‘Untold Nigeria’

MR. CHARLES AKIBODE 
Expert on Cultural Heritage, formerly head of the Cultural Heritage Institute of Cabo Verde, 
ɲȇɲǷȇʦ ɿȷ ʻɁȇ ÌɴʻȇʦɴǁʻɆɿɴǁɠ ŊǸɆȇɴʻɆ̌Ǹ WɿɲɲɆʻʻȇȇ ɿȷ ʻɁȇ Ŋɠǁˢȇ łɿˋʻȇ ľʦɿɘȇǸʻ 

Mr. Charles Akibode  is a Researcher at the Institute for Cultural Heritage in Cabo 
Verde.  Mr. Akibode is also a UNESCO Consultant for the World Heritage Rankings of 
African Sites (Cidade Velha, Cabo Verde; Grand-Bassam, Ivory Coast; Mbanza Kongo, 
Angola; Cultural Landscape of Lake Chad, Nigeria - Niger - Chad - Cameroon; Bimbia, 
Cameroon). He directed the Third Round of UNESCO’s Periodic Report of African 
Ƙɿʦɠǿ ÇȇʦɆʻǁȺȇ ŊɆʻȇʮ ǁɴǿ Ɇʮ ǁ ɲȇɲǷȇʦ ɿȷ ʻɁȇ ÌɴʻȇʦɴǁʻɆɿɴǁɠ ŊǸɆȇɴʻɆ̌Ǹ WɿɲɲɆʻʻȇȇ ɿȷ 
the Slave Route and the African World Heritage Fund. He is also a resource person 
for capacity building in French-speaking and Portuguese-speaking countries under 
the World Heritage Center. Mr. Akibode served as the former President of the Cape 
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^ʦ֥ ěɴǁǷǁɴɘɿ Ɇʮ ǁ ʣˋǷɠɆǸ ɁȇǁɠʻɁ ʮʣȇǸɆǁɠɆʮʻ ˣɆʻɁ ˣɆǿȇ ʦǁɴȺɆɴȺ ̌ȇɠǿ ǁɴǿ ȇ˭ȇǸˋʻɆˢȇ 
experience having worked in Nigeria, Eswatini, Kenya, Tanzania, South Africa 
and the UNFPA Headquarters. She holds a Bachelor’s Degree in biology from the 
University of London and a Medical Doctor degree from the University of Zambia, in 
addition to a Master’s Degree in Public Health from the London School of Hygiene 
and Tropical Medicine. 

MS. CANDICE WELSCH 
^ȇʣˋʻˮ ^ɆʦȇǸʻɿʦ֟ ^ɆˢɆʮɆɿɴ ȷɿʦ ěʣȇʦǁʻɆɿɴʮ֟ ŧɴɆʻȇǿ ąǁʻɆɿɴʮ ěȷ̌Ǹȇ ɿɴ ^ʦˋȺʮ ǁɴǿ WʦɆɲȇ ַŧąě^Wָ 

Ms. Candice Welsch is the Deputy Director of the Division for Operations of the 
ŧɴɆʻȇǿ ąǁʻɆɿɴʮ ěȷ̌Ǹȇ ɿɴ ^ʦˋȺʮ ǁɴǿ WʦɆɲȇ ַŧąě^Wָ֥ Ìɴ ʻɁɆʮ ʦɿɠȇ֟ ʮɁȇ ɿˢȇʦʮȇȇʮ 
ŧąě^Wחʮ ɴȇʻˣɿʦɝ ɿȷ ̌ȇɠǿ ɿȷ̌Ǹȇʮ ǁʦɿˋɴǿ ʻɁȇ ˣɿʦɠǿ ǁʮ ˣȇɠɠ ǁʮ ʻɁȇ WʦɆɲȇ ľʦȇˢȇɴʻɆɿɴ 
and Criminal Justice Section and the Health Branch. Previously, Ms. Welsch was 
the Chief of the Implementation Support Section of the Corruption and Economic 
WʦɆɲȇ VʦǁɴǸɁ x Ɂȇʦȇ ʮɁȇ ɠȇǿ ǁ ̒ ȇǁɲ Ƿǁʮȇǿ Ɇɴ ǷɿʻɁ ƗɆȇɴɴǁ ǁɴǿ ̒ Ɂȇ ̌ ȇɠǿ ̒ Ɂǁʻ ʣʦɿˢɆǿȇǿ 
technical assistance to countries in preventing and combating corruption under the 
United Nations Convention against Corruption. Ms. Welsch also held positions in the 
îˋʮʻɆǸȇ ŊȇǸʻɆɿɴ ǁɴǿ ʻɁȇ ěʦȺǁɴɆ́ȇǿ WʦɆɲȇ ǁɴǿ ÌɠɠɆǸɆʻ řʦǁȷ̌ǸɝɆɴȺ VʦǁɴǸɁ ɿȷ ŧąě^W֟ 
during which time her work focused primarily on issues relating to criminal justice, 
ʣɆʦǁǸˮ ɿȷȷ ʻɁȇ Ǹɿǁʮʻ ɿȷ ŊɿɲǁɠɆǁ֟ Ɂˋɲǁɴ ʻʦǁȷ̌ǸɝɆɴȺ ǁɴǿ ɆɴʻȇʦɴǁʻɆɿɴǁɠ ǸɿɿʣȇʦǁʻɆɿɴ Ɇɴ 
criminal matters. Prior to joining UNODC, Ms. Welsch worked as the senior legal 
ɿȷ̌Ǹȇʦ ̒ ɿ ̒ Ɂȇ ɘˋǿȺȇʮ ɿȷ ̒ Ɂȇ ŊʣȇǸɆǁɠ Wɿˋʦʻ ȷɿʦ ŊɆȇʦʦǁ öȇɿɴȇ֟ ǁ ŧą׀ǷǁǸɝȇǿ ɆɴʻȇʦɴǁʻɆɿɴǁɠ 
war crimes tribunal, in a case that involved sexual slavery, forced marriage, child 
soldiers and attacks against UN peacekeepers. At the national level, Ms. Welsch was 


