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H.E. AMBASSADOR OSMAN KEH KAMARA 
Special Advisor on Silencing the Guns to the African Union Commissioner for Peace and 
Security

H.E. Ambassador Osman Keh Kamara, serves as the Special Adviser to the African 
Union’s Commissioner for Peace and Security on Silencing the Guns. Prior to his 
appointment, he was the Ambassador of Sierra Leone to Ethiopia and Permanent 
Representative to the African Union and United Nations Economic Commission 
for Africa. During his distinguished career, his excellency has been vocal on various 
issues including advocation for the Practical Steps in Silencing the Guns on the 
continent, Reform of the UN Security Council, making a case for refugees, children, 
internally displaced persons, and gender parity. Ambassador Keh Kamara holds 
an LL.B Hons. (Fourah Bay College, University of Sierra Leone), MPA (Columbia 
University, New York, USA), Post-Graduate Diploma (Rhodes Academy of Ocean 
Law and Policy, Greece). 
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Department of Political and Peacebuilding Affairs-Department of Peace Operations 
(DPPA-DPO)

Mr. Michael Kingsley-Nyinah is currently Acting Assistant Secretary General for 
Africa, and Director of the Central and Southern Africa Division in the UN Secretariat 
Departments of Political and Peacebuilding Affairs and Peace Operations (DPPA/
DPO). His Division oversees political and operational support to 19 countries and 
two peacekeeping operations (MINUSCA and MONUSCO) in central and southern 
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interests he is one of the pioneer Trustees of ‘The Legal History Society of Nigeria’; 
he recently worked as writer and presenter of the seven-part documentary series 
“Journey of an African Colony” and ‘A Platter of Gold: ‘Untold Nigeria’

MR. CHARLES AKIBODE 
Expert on Cultural Heritage, formerly head of the Cultural Heritage Institute of Cabo Verde, 
ȴǉȴƹǉɨ�Ɂǹ�ɽȃǉ��ȶɽǉɨȶƃɽȈɁȶƃȢ�ČƺȈǉȶɽȈˎƺ�:ɁȴȴȈɽɽǉǉ�Ɂǹ�ɽȃǉ�ČȢƃʤǉ�ĄɁʍɽǉ�ĀɨɁȚǉƺɽ�

Mr. Charles Akibode  is a Researcher at the Institute for Cultural Heritage in Cabo 
Verde.  Mr. Akibode is also a UNESCO Consultant for the World Heritage Rankings of 
African Sites (Cidade Velha, Cabo Verde; Grand-Bassam, Ivory Coast; Mbanza Kongo, 
Angola; Cultural Landscape of Lake Chad, Nigeria - Niger - Chad - Cameroon; Bimbia, 
Cameroon). He directed the Third Round of UNESCO’s Periodic Report of African 
ŚɁɨȢǁ��ǉɨȈɽƃǼǉ�ČȈɽǉɰ�ƃȶǁ�Ȉɰ�ƃ�ȴǉȴƹǉɨ�Ɂǹ�ɽȃǉ��ȶɽǉɨȶƃɽȈɁȶƃȢ�ČƺȈǉȶɽȈˎƺ�:ɁȴȴȈɽɽǉǉ�Ɂǹ�
the Slave Route and the African World Heritage Fund. He is also a resource person 
for capacity building in French-speaking and Portuguese-speaking countries under 
the World Heritage Center. Mr. Akibode served as the former President of the Cape 
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Aɨӝ� ÝȶƃƹƃȶȚɁ� Ȉɰ� ƃ� ɥʍƹȢȈƺ� ȃǉƃȢɽȃ� ɰɥǉƺȈƃȢȈɰɽ� ʥȈɽȃ� ʥȈǁǉ� ɨƃȶǼȈȶǼ� ˎǉȢǁ� ƃȶǁ� ǉʯǉƺʍɽȈʤǉ�
experience having worked in Nigeria, Eswatini, Kenya, Tanzania, South Africa 
and the UNFPA Headquarters. She holds a Bachelor’s Degree in biology from the 
University of London and a Medical Doctor degree from the University of Zambia, in 
addition to a Master’s Degree in Public Health from the London School of Hygiene 
and Tropical Medicine. 

MS. CANDICE WELSCH 
Aǉɥʍɽʰ�AȈɨǉƺɽɁɨӗ�AȈʤȈɰȈɁȶ�ǹɁɨ�ÝɥǉɨƃɽȈɁȶɰӗ�ĩȶȈɽǉǁ�ÇƃɽȈɁȶɰ�Ýǹˎƺǉ�Ɂȶ�AɨʍǼɰ�ƃȶǁ�:ɨȈȴǉ�ӯĩÇÝA:Ӱ�

Ms. Candice Welsch is the Deputy Director of the Division for Operations of the 
ĩȶȈɽǉǁ� ÇƃɽȈɁȶɰ� Ýǹˎƺǉ� Ɂȶ� AɨʍǼɰ� ƃȶǁ� :ɨȈȴǉ� ӯĩÇÝA:Ӱӝ� �ȶ� ɽȃȈɰ� ɨɁȢǉӗ� ɰȃǉ� Ɂʤǉɨɰǉǉɰ�
ĩÇÝA:ԇɰ�ȶǉɽʥɁɨȟ�Ɂǹ�ˎǉȢǁ�Ɂǹˎƺǉɰ�ƃɨɁʍȶǁ�ɽȃǉ�ʥɁɨȢǁ�ƃɰ�ʥǉȢȢ�ƃɰ�ɽȃǉ�:ɨȈȴǉ�ĀɨǉʤǉȶɽȈɁȶ�
and Criminal Justice Section and the Health Branch. Previously, Ms. Welsch was 
the Chief of the Implementation Support Section of the Corruption and Economic 
:ɨȈȴǉ�9ɨƃȶƺȃ�ʥȃǉɨǉ�ɰȃǉ�Ȣǉǁ�ƃ�ɽǉƃȴ�ƹƃɰǉǁ�Ȉȶ�ƹɁɽȃ�řȈǉȶȶƃ�ƃȶǁ�ɽȃǉ�ˎ ǉȢǁ�ɽȃƃɽ�ɥɨɁʤȈǁǉǁ�
technical assistance to countries in preventing and combating corruption under the 
United Nations Convention against Corruption. Ms. Welsch also held positions in the 
°ʍɰɽȈƺǉ�ČǉƺɽȈɁȶ�ƃȶǁ�ɽȃǉ�ÝɨǼƃȶȈ˃ǉǁ�:ɨȈȴǉ�ƃȶǁ��ȢȢȈƺȈɽ�ěɨƃǹˎƺȟȈȶǼ�9ɨƃȶƺȃ�Ɂǹ�ĩÇÝA:ӗ�
during which time her work focused primarily on issues relating to criminal justice, 
ɥȈɨƃƺʰ�Ɂǹǹ�ɽȃǉ�ƺɁƃɰɽ�Ɂǹ�ČɁȴƃȢȈƃӗ�ȃʍȴƃȶ�ɽɨƃǹˎƺȟȈȶǼ�ƃȶǁ�ȈȶɽǉɨȶƃɽȈɁȶƃȢ�ƺɁɁɥǉɨƃɽȈɁȶ�Ȉȶ�
criminal matters. Prior to joining UNODC, Ms. Welsch worked as the senior legal 
Ɂǹˎƺǉɨ�ɽɁ�ɽȃǉ�ȚʍǁǼǉɰ�Ɂǹ�ɽȃǉ�ČɥǉƺȈƃȢ�:Ɂʍɨɽ�ǹɁɨ�ČȈǉɨɨƃ�̧ ǉɁȶǉӗ�ƃ�ĩÇӸƹƃƺȟǉǁ�ȈȶɽǉɨȶƃɽȈɁȶƃȢ�
war crimes tribunal, in a case that involved sexual slavery, forced marriage, child 
soldiers and attacks against UN peacekeepers. At the national level, Ms. Welsch was 


