CONCEPT NOTE
Academic Conference on Africa 2024
“Power, Justice, and the People:
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COVID-19 literature, where a large majority (66.1 per cent) of authors were not from Africa.® The
same pattern exists in academic publications focused on politics, society and international
relations as they relate to the African continent* as well as in Africa-focused public health
research.®

This systemic underrepresentation of African scholars has profound consequences that extend
beyond academia. It has direct and severe implications for how development challenges are
understood, framed and addressed. Growing evidence indicates that intimate knowledge of and
ongoing presence in a country are likely to provide vital insights into the framing of research
questions, the formulation/application of methodologies and the interpretation of research
results.® The marginalization of African perspectives in global discourse means that the policies
designed to address Africa’s challenges are often shaped by distant viewpoints, reinforcing rather
than dismantling outdated frameworks.

The underrepresentation of African academics in the scholarship that informs development
policy contributes to an ongoing imbalance, where non-African, predominantly Western,
researchers often have a stronger presence in areas where African scholars bring valuable
firsthand knowledge. The underrepresentation of African perspectives in key academic and
policy discussions reduces the diversity of global dialogue and limits the effectiveness of policies
designed to address Africa's development challenges.

Against this backdrop, the UN Office of the Special Adviser on Africa is convening the 2024
Academic Conference on Africa under the theme Power, Justice, and the People: Human Rights
and the Rule of Law for Africa’s Transformation. The conference aims to bring African scholars
and policymakers to the forefront of discussions, fostering collaboration and generating African-
led solutions to critical issues surrounding the rule of law and human rights on the continent.

In an effort to strengthen African representation in global development scholarship and ensure
that African voices are heard in the debates that help to shape the continent’s future, the UN
Office of the Special Adviser on Africa launched an annual academic conference in 2023, with the
aim of providing a platform for African scholarship that addresses the wide-ranging scope of
Africa’s development, with particular emphasis on the quadruple nexus of development, peace
and security, humanitarian work and human rights.
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The academic conference brings together African scholars, policymakers, and practitioners from
different sectors and disciplines to engage in high-level interactive dialogue on the most pressing
issues facing African communities.

The 2024 iteration of the conference will address critical themes, particularly:

Rights and Realities: Integrating Diverse Dimensions of Human Rights in Africa
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