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Honorable Minister, 

Mr. Secretary-General, 

Excellencies, 

Distinguished Delegates, 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

Let me first thank Secretary-General Michael Lodge for providing us with this 

opportunity to get together and reflect in this panel, on the importance of science 

for the effective implementation of international law for the sustainable 

development of the ocean and its resources. 
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This subject is both timely and of enduring importance; particularly as we about to 

commence, on 1 January, the United Nations Decade of Ocean Science for 

Sustainable Development and as States are called upon to accelerate action to 

achieve the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, in particular Sustainable 




