


A. Introduction

The Fifth Inter-Agency Consultative Group (IACG) Meeting on the Follow-up and Implementation of the
Vienna Programme of Action for LLDCs was held in New York on 4 October 2017. The meeting was
organized by the United Nations Office of the High-Representative for Least Developed Countries,
Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States (UN-OHRLLS). The IACG provided a
platform for the participating organizations to update each other on the implementation of the Vienna
Programme of Action (VPoA), as well as consult on ways of fostering collaboration in forthcoming
activities related to the implementation of the VPoA.

The meeting was chaired by UN-OHRLLS and opened by a CS{lil-Y'25&21- YI-i2I-



and Road Forum in May in China, the WTO Sixth Global Review of Aid for Trade, Energy EXPO in Astana,
Kazakhstan and the World Customs Organization Global Transit Conference in July. She also welcomed
the entry into force of the Agreement on the Establishment of the International Think Tank for LLDCs.

She pointed out that it is necessary to give support to the LLDCs to mainstream their concerns into
major United Nations processes in particular the HLPF, Financing for Development Follow-up, the Global
Infrastructure Forum, WTO negotiations, meetings on South-South Cooperation and others, which is
necessary to



C. Update on the implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action and
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development in the LLDCs

The Director of UN-OHRLLS, Ms. Heidi Schroderus-Fox informed that UN-OHRLLS is mandated with the
monitoring and reporting on the implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action and coordinating
the annual process to prepare the report of the Secretary-General on the implementation of the Vienna
Programme of Action. She explained that the report shows the progress made in areas such as acceding
to key trade and transport facilitation agreements, reducing travel time along corridors, enhanced
regional cooperation efforts, improvements in private sector development; but also some regression
such as declining share of LLDCs exports, de-industrialization trends, and declining aid and foreign
investment to LLDCs, as well as where much more efforts is needed, such as closing the infrastructure
gap and diversifying the LLDC economies.

She then provided a brief overview of the events and activities that UN-OHRLLS organized since the last
IACG in February 2017:

f  Incollaboration with WCO and IRU, OHRLLS organized a High-Level Meeting for the Euro-Asia Region
in March 2017, which came out with number of recommendations on cooperation on transit
infrastructure and corridors, international trade and trade facilitation, legal framework for transit,
promoting customs cooperation, enhancing partnership and enhancing the implementation of the
2030 Agenda. It was an important platform to share experiences between LLDCs and transit
countries, especially given that it was hosted by a transit country.

f  The side event on Enhancing the role of the private sector in the implementation of the VPoA and
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development in the margins of the 2017 ECOSOC Forum on
Financing for Development Follow-up in May was organized together with the LLDC Chair, IRU, IFC
and ITC.

f OHRLLS also organized a side event during the Oceans Conference in June on enhancing the
participation of the landlocked states in the implementation of SDG 14 in collaboration with the
Chair of LLDC.

f In order to raise awareness of the importance of the sustainable development of transport and
infrastructure for the LLDCs, OHRLLS organized two side events during tKia 8SIa 1[tC aSaai2y ty”
July: 1) A side event on SDG9 entitled Accelerating Inclusive and Sustainable Development in LLDCs



efficient transit and improved trade facilitation for the LLDCs and launched the WCO Transit
Guidelines.

The Annual Meeting of Foreign Ministers of Landlocked Developing Countries was organized
together with the Chair of LLDCs during the General Assembly high-level week in September and it



Mr. Paul Akiwumi, Director of Division for Africa of Least Developed Countries and Special
Programmes in UNCTAD, listed several activities that UNCTAD is undertaking in line with VPoA. On
transit policy, he mentioned that UNCTAD continues to work closely with at least 23 LLDCs to implement
'b/¢ 1508 ViR Y ISR {RalSY 121 /dzali2Y 3 Sl LN23-Y'Y'S 01{_ /1510 system. He noted that UNCTAD
implemented a project to strengthen sustainability in freight transport in the northern and central
African transport corridors, benefiting 5 LLDCs and is on the verge of initiating a project on the Ethiopia-
Djibouti corridor, together with the EIF, for which they should receive clearance before the end of the
year. He noted that UNCTAD has worked closely in collaboration with OHRLLS and CFC, to organize side
event during the High-Level Seminar on sustainable energy for all in LLDCs in Vienna in October 2016.
On international trade aspect, UNCTAD has assisted 6 LLDCs that ratified the TFA in its implementation
through capacity building programme to develop national trade facilitation committees. On regional
integration, several LLDCs continue to benefit from targeted policy advice provided by UNCTAD on trade
policy and regional integration.

On structural economic transformation, noting that 24 LLDCs are commodity dependent, Mr. Akiwumi
stressed the need to assist LLDCs with diversifying their economies and integrating more closely to
global value chains. He mentioned a study providing detailed policy-recommendations on how to
integrate into global value chaina LiizofEKSR K adzLLI2NG Ti2Y /C/0 1S 1452 Y Syli2ySR !b/¢ 1503 Y1221
development account project to build productive capacities in the fisheries sectors in LDCs, which
directly benefits at least one LLDC. He highlighted that UNCTAD continues its work to develop
indicators to benchmark productive capacities, mentioning a workshop in February 2017 in Botswana
focused on the use of the Productive Capacity Index as a tool for policymaking to unlock the potential to
foster productive capacities and structural transformation. He also mentioned there will be an expert
meeting in November to discuss this issue further. He further pointed out that it is necessary to look at
different modes of cooperation, such as UNCTAD is doing through building regional centers of
excellence for training on fisheries sector development. He finally assured that UNCTAD will continue to
look at developing close partnerships and keeping actively engaged with many organizations.

Mr. Paul Maseli, Director and Representative of UNIDO to the UN and other International
Organizations in New York, noted that UNIDO is committed to supporting LLDCs on their path to
industrialization, thus continuously contributing to structural transformation of their economies. He
emphasized that ongoing discussions on the reform of the UN System have revealed that the UN system
delivery is very strong in the social sphere, but lacks in the economic and environmental dimensions.



Secondly, he mentioned that UNIDO continues to deliver its technical assistance through 1t /2dzyGie
Programmes (CPs) and from 2014, Programme for Country Partnership (PCP). He highlighted the
achievements of the PCP in Ethiopia focused on integrated agro-industrial parks; programme in Armenia
for supporting youth entrepreneurship which is providing training for 300 youths; youth programme in
Mali together with UNDP; programme in Rwanda where UNIDO has established community processing
centres; programme in South Sudan for upgrading the fisheries sector and programme in Bolivia aimed
at improving food safety for children.

Thirdly, he illustrated that UNIDO has organized and participated in various global forums in 2015 and
2016, which were directly targeted at world most vulnerable countries, including LLDCs. For example, he
mentioned that UNIDO and the Ethiopian government organized the 1st International Agro-Industry
Investment Forum from 5 to 7 October 2016, in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia where around 160 B2B meetings
between Ethiopian companies and foreign investors took place, facilitated by UNIDO. He emphasized
that UNIDO contributed to and co-organized the High-[S8St {SY Iy 2y a100StSulity3 {dzadl-y1-6fS
oySi3e 120 It dy [IyRE201SR 550St2Lly3 /20yliSa (KI2dAK Lyy2010S tHilySIaKILAE 2y Hn IYR Hp
October with Austria, UN-OHRLLS, UNIDO and SE4AII.

Finally, Mr. Maseli mentioned that in November 2016 UNIDO published a brochure on their
interventions in LDCs, LLDCs and SIDS, which concludes with a discussion of the future path for these
countries, emphasizing issues that development strategies must address in order to reach their goal of
poverty eradication and increased prosperity. He affirmed that UNIDO will continue to deliver its
SELISISYOST SELISHiEST 1yR J6R1-y0S 12 (KS G20tR0d Y240 S02y2Y 10142 GdztySul-6tS 02dzyiSa 144 iKSe 4551
to promote inclusive and sustainable industrial development as a pathway to poverty eradication and
prosperity.

In his statement, Mr. Raul Torres, WTO, provided a briefing on two areas of WTO's work that have a
direct impact on LLDCs and implementation of the VPOA: trade facilitation and aid for trade. He noted
that the Agreement of Trade Facilitation has now entered into force and the process of implementation
has begun with the creation on 16 May of a Trade Facilitation Committee. He mentioned that 121
Members, including 19 LLDCs, and 20 transit developing countries have ratified the Protocol. He
explained how looking at commitments made by LLDCs and transit developing countries under three key
articles in the TFA (Article 11 on Freedom of Transit; Article 8 on Border Agency Cooperation; and Article
12 on Customs Cooperation) can already provide an idea of how the TFA is being implemented and the
concrete befits if may bring to LLDCs. He further noted that WTO has received total of 99 notifications of
Category A commitments so far, including 20 from LLDCs, but only 4 LLDCs would be ready to fully
implement Article 8 (and 2 LLDCs partially), 8 LLDCs Article 12 and 6 LLDCs Article 11 (5 partially). Out of
22 notifications submitted by















in TIR convention ratifications, with India joining in 2017, following China in 2016 and Pakistan in 2015.
He expressed hope that Vietham, Laos and Cambodia will follow suit and that increased interest is
shown by Bangladesh, Nepal and Sudan. With regards to the CMR Convention, he noted the plans to
develop e-CMR, supported by IRU, which would ensure more security, greater efficiency and a more
resilient future for freight mobility. He also mentioned the LDC Technology Bank could include the e-TIR
and e-CMR as knowledge transfer. He assured that IRU is committed to working with LLDCs to
effectively implement the conventions in order to leapfrog in their economic development.

Ms. Riefgah Jappie, ITC Representative to the United Nations in New York, gave a brief introduction to
what ITC is focusing on these days, in the area of strengthening international competiveness of SMEs
and working closely with partners on VPoA implementation. She mentioned three key areas: standards,
TFA and connectivity. She underscored the importance of resolving the problem of landlockedness while
also taking into account the needs of people and vulnerable communities within countries. She noted
L¢/0& NSLI2NGE 27 &3ymoly0S 2 [[5/4 such as the 2016 SME Competitiveness Outlook focused on
standards and the 2017 report on regional trade as a door to global trade that was to be launched on 5
October, noting that ITC is looking into possibilities to create a dedicated chapter looking at
landlockedness.

Ms. Jappie highlighted the surveys that ITC conducts on non-tariff measures, including in LLDCs, the
findings of which can help to better understand the obstacles to trade faced by the LLDCs. She noted
that ITC is also assisting with raising awareness of the implications of NTMs to business. Moreover, she
mentioned an ITC Programme in Afghanistan which is assisting to develop national trade export
strategy. She also mentioned that ITC is looking at e-commerce as new pathway to access markets and
noted example of Rwanda, where ITC worked with the Government to establish e-commerce portal and
worked with the SMEs to take advantage of the portal. She also highlighted that ITC is working with Mali
and Burkina Faso to develop youth entrepreneurship, enhance value addition and address migration
issues through ethical fashion and SheTrade initiatives. Finally, she reaffirmed that ITC is pleased to
continue partnership with OHRLLS.

Ms. Vyara Filipova, Technical Attaché in Compliance and Facilitation Directorate of WCO, gave a brief
introduction of WCO and mentioned that all 32 LLDCs are WCO Members. She highlighted that during
the Global Transit Conference held in WCO Headquarters in Brussels on 10-11 July 2017, where over 200
delegates from more than 80 countries were in attendance, the WCO Transit Guidelines were launched.
She mentioned that more than 100 transit experts from Customs administrations and international and
regional organisations (WTO, UNECE, IRU, UNCTAD, UN-OHRLLS, WB, JICA, ADB, AfDB) contributed to
the development of the Transit Guidelines, which contain 150 guiding principles in 13 sections covering
all aspects of transit, namely: Legal framework; ICT and efficient information management; Guarantee
system; Fees and charges; Simplification of formalities; Risk management; Authorised Economic
Operators; Customs seals and other security measures; Coordinated Border Management; Hard
infrastructure and equipment; Transparency and anti-corruption; Partnership with business;
Performance measurement. She noted that while the preceding Transit Handbook answered the
ljkSali2y 62K 1a SFIONSYE (I-yaNKET GKS ehlyall DiiRStySa 1yasSISR (KS ljkSaiiRy d126 Oy SToISYL
(I-yaii S 1Y LIESY SylSRKé She noted the Guidelines were developed through a series of workshops.

She stressed that WCO Capacity building portfolio is implemented through customs to customs
approach. She noted that WCO had established a Network of Accredited Experts in the area of transit,
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including some form LLDCs. She mentioned that capacity building is complemented by an e-learning
course on Transit, which is available on CLIKC! (Customs Learning & Knowledge Community). Ms.
Filipova also pointed out that WCO provides technical assistance in the implementation of the TFA,
through Mercator programme, which has two tracks ¢ an overall track and a tailor-made track.

She further explained that WCO has several plans for future work on Transit@in particular, such as
organizing a series of regional workshops to promote the implementation of the Transit Guidelines and
collecting best practices of their implementation which will result in a compendium of national and
regional best practices in the area of transit, as well as organizing a second Global Transit Conference in
2020.

D. Way forward and consultations on planned events and activities of
importance to LLDCs

Mr. Sandagdorj Erdenebileg, the Chief of UN-OHRLLS started with an overview of the support that
OHRLLS provides to the LLDC Group in supporting the annual negotiations in the Second Committee on
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reports to be launched on 6 October on ICT (Azerbaijan), trade and transit (Laos) and transport and
aviation. On Sea access and port management, he stressed that ITT focused on India-Nepal case and
collecting best practices as well as things that other LLDCs should not do, when they enter into bilateral
agreements. On regional cooperation and integration, he noted that ITT has published a paper on
regional integration and cooperation focused on how the environment would change when China and
India become part of the TIR.

The representative of OLA, Ms. Gabriele Goettsche-Wanli, Director, Division for Ocean Affairs and the
Law of the Sea (DOALOS) said that the side event organized during the Oceans Conference pointed to a
potential lack of awareness as to how land-locked States, in particular LLDCs, can derive benefits from
being parties to the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) and in this context
DOALOS welcomed the opportunity to organize a more detailed briefing to raise awareness of the rights
and obligations of parties under the Convention. She said that DOALOS tries to reach out to target
countries that are not parties to UNCLOS. She pointed to the voluntary trust funds that can facilitate
participation of LDCs and LLDCs from their capitals to come to New York to participate in some of the
intergovernmental processes dealing with ocean issues, including the General Assembly process to
develop an international legally binding instrument under UNCLOS on the conservation and sustainable
use of biological diversity of areas beyond national jurisdiction. She then mentioned a capacity-building
event to take place in January 2018 to support the Regular Process for Global Reporting and Assessment
of the State of the Marine Environment, including Socioeconomic Aspects, which is important for LLDCs
since upstream activities have impacts on oceans. She encouraged experts from LLDCs to get involved
and contribute to the discussions.

The representative of WTO noted that for the WTO Ministerial Conference, WTO will finance the
participation of LDCs in the form of a Minister and 2 officials. He highlighted that participation of the UN
system is an issue as some WTO members block the observation of some IGOs, noting this issue will
prob0 0 1 306Minister and 2 officials
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importance of better understanding of how critical i
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Annex |: List of Participants

Common Fund for Commodities (CFC)

Mr. Andrey Kuleshov, Strategy and Development Advisor, Common Fund for Commodities, Email:
andrey.kuleshov@common-fund.org

UN Economic Commission for Africa (UN ECA)

Mr. Adeyinka Adeyemi, Senior Inter-regional Adviser, Head of Regional Integration and Infrastructure
Cluster, Email; adeyemiy@un.org

15


mailto:andrey.kuleshov@common-fund.org
mailto:adeyemiy@un.org
mailto:andre.sceia@unece.org
mailto:azhar.jaimurzina@cepal.org
mailto:Jens.Huegel@iru.org
mailto:jappie@intracen.org
mailto:kadiatou.sall-beye@itu.int
mailto:santoro@uncdf.org
mailto:akiwumi1@un.org
mailto:unctadny2@un.org
mailto:maaike.jansen@unep.org
mailto:P.MASELI@unido.org
mailto:pthomas@unfpa.org
mailto:a.persic@unesco.org



mailto:goettsche-wanli@un.org
mailto:c.barnaba3@gmail.com
mailto:katjomuisek@un.org
mailto:jobarteh@un.org
mailto:Vyara.Filipova@wcoomd.org
mailto:Randall.Purcell@wfp.org
mailto:raul.torres@wto.org
mailto:daniul.islam@wipo.int
mailto:Frans.LAMMERSEN@oecd.org
mailto:nbian@worldbank.org
mailto:louise.kantrow@iccwbo.org
mailto:lamarca@ilo.org
mailto:odbayar@land-locked.org
mailto:thinktank@land-locked.org
mailto:thinktank@land-locked.org
mailto:thinktank@land-locked.org

UN-OHRLLS

Ms. CSTIY 25821 YI-i21-V 1 i2111-Y Iyl Under-Secretary-General and High Representative for LDCs,
LLDCs and SIDS, UN-OHRLLS
Ms. Heidi Schroderus-Fox, Director, UN-OHRLLS, Email: schroderus
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Annex Il: Agenda

Fifth Inter-Agency Consultative Group Meeting on the Follow-up and
Implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action for LLDCs

4 October 2017
Conference Room 11, UN HQ, New York
Agenda
10:00 - 10:15 | Opening session
f Opening remarks by Ms. Fekitamoeloa Katoa ‘Utoikamanu, Under-Secretary-
General and High Representative for the Least Developed Countries,
Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States (UN-
OHRLLS)
' Remarks by H.E. Mr. Lazarous Kapambwe, Permanent Representative of
Zambia in New York and LLDC Group Chair
10:15 - 12:15 Update on the implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action and the
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development in the LLDCs
1 Ms. Heidi Schroderus-Fox, Director, UN-OHRLLS: Moderator and remarks
on the progress in the implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action
and the SDGs in the LLDCs and activities undertaken since last IACG
f Update on the International Think Tank for LLDCs
I Presentations by participating organisations on their efforts to mainstream and
implement the VPoA and build coherence with the 2030 Agenda — ECA,
ECE, ECLAC, UNCTAD, UN DESA, UNDP, UNIDO, UNOSSC, OSAA,
UNEP, ICC, ITC, IRU, ITU, WCO, WTO, World Bank, OECD, etc.
12:15-12:50 | Way forward and consultations on planned events and activities of
importance to LLDCs
f  Mr. Sandagdorj Erdenebileg, Chief, UN-OHRLLS: Moderator and remarks on
upcoming events:
0 Expert Group Meeting on Financing Infrastructure Development
o LLDC Ministerial on the margins of the 11" WTO Ministerial
Meeting
0 Briefing session on UNCLOS for the LLDCs
0 Ministerial Meeting of LLDCs on Transport and Trade
0 Mid-term Review of the implementation of the VPoA
I Presentations by participating organizations on their planned activities and
events
I Discussion and proposals for collaboration on planned activities
12:50-13:00 | Conclusion

f Summary of discussion and concluding remarks by Ms. Fekitamoeloa Katoa
‘Utoikamanu, Under-Secretary-General and High Representative, UN-
OHRLLS
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