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place in the Second Committee during the main session of the 77th Session of the General 

Assembly, and called upon the Secretary-General and the Member States to strengthen the 

OHRLLS including by allocating additional post and non-post resources to the subprogramme 

responsible for landlocked developing countries to enable it to effectively carry out its mandate 

including, to enable it to provide substantive support to LLDCs in their pursuit to meaningfully 

engage in the intergovernmental discussions and implement the Vienna Programme of Action 

for LLDCs and the 2030 Agenda. 

 

The meeting was attended by Ministers and representatives of LLDCs, transit countries, and 

development partners, UN agencies and other regional and international organizations.  

A. Introduction  

 

The Government of the Republic of Botswana and Global Chair of the LLDC Group with the 

support of United Nations Office of the High-Representative for the Least Developed Countries, 

Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States (UN-OHRLLS) 

organized the Meeting of Ministers of Foreign Affairs of Landlocked Developing Countries that 

was held on 22nd September 2022, in the ECOSOC Chamber. The Meeting was held in the 

sidelines of the General Debate of the United Nations General Assembly at its 77th session. 
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B. Attendance 

 

LLDCs and Transit countries 

1. Armenia 2. Lao People’s Democratic 

Republic 

3. Austria 4. Lesotho 

5. Azerbaijan 6. Malawi 

7. Bhutan 8. Mongolia 

9. Bolivia 10. Nepal 

11. Botswana 12. Niger 

13. Burundi 14. Paraguay 

15. Burkina Faso 16. Rwanda 

17. China 18. Sweden 

19. Eswatini 20. Tajikistan 

21. Ethiopia 22. Turkey 

23. India 24. Uganda 

25. Italy 26. Uzbekistan 

27. Kazakhstan 28. Zambia 

29. Kyrgyz Republic 30. Zimbabwe 

International Organizations 

31. The Office of the Special Adviser 

for Africa (OSAA) 

32. The International Think Tank for 

LLDCs (ITT LLDC), 

33. World Customs Organization 

(WCO) 

34. The United Nations Conference 

on Trade and Development 

(UNCTAD) 

35. International Renewable Energy 

Agency (IRENA) 

36. UN-OHRLLS 

37. DCO  

 

C. Opening Session 

 

H.E. Lemogang Kwape, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Botswana and Global Chair of the 

LLDC Group welcomed and warmly greeted all participants. 

 

The Chair noted that 2022 is a crucial juncture for the LLDCs, as we approach the last two 

years of implementation of the VPoA and simult663.82 Tmaso
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He remarked that while progress towards achieving the Sustainable Development Goals by 

2030 was already mixed before COVID-19, the pandemic exposed and exacerbated the 

vulnerabilities of our Group of countries in areas that are key to the full achievement of the 

VPoA, itself.  

 

He expressed concern that our group of countries continue to face obstacles in meeting the 

target to vaccinate 70% of our population by mid-2022 as outlined in the WHO Global COVID-

19 Vaccination Strategy. He noted that, whereas scientific progress and cooperation had 

allowed for timely manufacturing of the vaccines, it is disturbing to note that by end of April 

2022 only 26% of our population as LLDCs was fully vaccinated.  

 

He indicated that, furthermore, LLDCs were constrained to recover from the impacts of the 

pandemic due to adverse global economic conditions, including stalled growth, surging 

inflation, rising energy and food prices, supply chain disruptions and elevated shipping and 

trade costs; an
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When giving the update on the implementation of the VPoA, the High Representative 

highlighted that COVID-19 pandemic has set back progress on sustainable development in the 

LLDCs. She emphasized that the weak and slow recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic had 

been hampered by the food crisis, rising energy costs, and acute shortage of development 

financing. She highlighted some of the key indicators as highlighted in the 2022 report of the 

Secretary General. She indicated that poverty was on the rise in the LLDCs, with 25 per cent 

of the population living below the poverty line of $1.90 per day. She noted that unemployment 

had increased from 4.6 per cent in 2015 to 5.7 per cent in 2021 and that food security remained 

a challenge. She also indicated that LLDCs’ external debt had increased significantly with nine 

LLDCs at a high risk of debt distress, and two are in debt distress. She noted that that transport 

infrastructure and maintenance were inadequate in LLDCs, and internet usage rate was only 

34.7 per cent in 2021, far below the world average of 63 per cent. She emphasized that LLDCs 

remain marginalized from global trade and that the COVID-19 related travel restrictions further 

compounded the situation. She noted in that the VPoA’s objective of significantly increasing 

LLDCs’ participation in global trade remains largely unmet. She further noted that the LLDCs’ 

exports were largely undiversified. 

 

The High Representative highlighted that whilst there were significant challenges, progress 

was achieved in some areas. She noted that the proportion of the population with access to 

electricity and the Official Development Assistance to LLDCs had increased Foreign direct 

investment flows to LLDCs increased by 31 per cent, from $14.1 billion in 2020 to $18.5 billion 

in 2021 and that LLDCs received $40.8 billion in remittances, an increase of 8.8 per cent from 

2020. The High Representative emphasized that the progress made was not sufficient to 

achieve the objectives of the VPoA within the next two years. She underscored the need for 

innovative ideas as well as the full and collective commitment by all stakeholders including 

LLDCs, transit countries, development partners, the UN system, and the private sector. She 

highlighted that the upcoming Third UN Conference on LLDCs in 2024 offers an important 

opportunity to build back better. She noted that while ODA has been increasing, it was focused 

on a small subset of LLDCs. She emphasized the need to expand ODA as well as Aid for Trade 

to LLDCs and enhance access.  

 

She also emphasized the role of the United Nations in supporting the LLDCs to achieve the 

Sustainable Development Goals and noted the responsibility of UN-OHRLLS in mobilizing 

the whole system to support the LLDCs. She recalled the Roadmap for Accelerated 

implementation of the VPoA which was adopted by the LLDCs Ministerial Meeting in 2020. 

She noted that it contained more than 430 initiatives being implemented in LLDCs, covering 

the six priority areas of the VPoA. She reported that about a quarter of the activities in the 

roadmap have been reported as completed and that the completed activities have resulted in 

strengthening LLDCs’ capacities, and increasing knowledge on transit, trade and infrastructure 

development; energy and ICT; structural economic transformation; cooperation between 

LLDCs and transit countries; and climate change, among so many other issues. She highlighted 

that more still remains to be done and that the role of transit countries was vital. She noted that 

the decision by the WTO to convene an annual dedicated session focusing on transit was an 

important opportunity.  



   

 

   

 

10 

 

She reported that UN-OHRLLS in close collaboration with the UN Development Cooperation 

Office had established the LLDCs National Focal Points network and that the aim was to 

enhance national level implementation of global agreements in line with national priorities. 

She emphasized that the National Focal Points could help bring much needed coherence and 

coordination at all levels.  

 

Briefing the meeting on the upcoming activities undertaken by her office, High Representative 

indicated that a top priority for UN-OHRLLS was to work on the preparatory process of the 

Third United Nations Conference on LLDCs. She informed that the process would include 

regional review meetings, national level reviews, pre-conference thematic events and 

substantive work and reports. She indicated that the recent Ministerial Transport Conference 

of LLDCs held in Turkmenistan, was an important example of preparatory work. She 

emphasized that national level experiences were important as they serve as the foundation of 

the next programme of action, and she encouraged the LLDCs to prepare national reports that 

comprehensively assess implementation of the VPoA.  

 

She recalled that during the recent meeting of the Group at Ambassadorial level, a close 

collaboration with development partners was key. She highlighted that she welcomed the 

decision made by the Group to reactivate the Group of Friends of LLDCs. She also thanked 

Chair for underlining the need to mobilize resources for the Trust Fund, and she expressed 

great appreciation towards the announcement by Botswana to contribute to the Trust Fund.  

 

On other upcoming activities, organized by OHRLLS she informed that, in collaboration with 

the Chair and the International Think Tank for LLDCs, OHRLLS was organizing an LLDC 

dedicated session during the WTO Public Forum on “Enhancing integration of LLDCs into 

global trade for sustainable COVID-19 recovery: The role of digital technology”. OHRLLS 

was also organizing an Inter-Agency Consultative Group Meeting on the Follow-up and 

Implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action to be held later in the year. She also 

indicated that OHRLLS would continue to undertake analytical work in support of advocacy 

and capacity building activities for the LLDCs. She assured the meeting that OHRLLS shall 

continue to amplify the LLDCs’ voice and highlight their challenges and priorities at every 
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expanding agricultural production, substituting imports, promoting electric vehicles to reduce 

import of fossil fuels, diversifying export goods and markets, promoting FDI, strengthening 

bilateral trade relations, expediting infrastructure development like dryports and industrial 

estates to name a few. He also highlighted that Bhutan had initiated development of 
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Agreements for development of transport corridors and infrastructure. On their part, they are 

willing to leverage on Public – Private Partnership (PPPs) to develop ICTs and
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She further continued that People are suffering, with the number of the food insecure tripling 

in three years to almost 350 million, the extremely poor growing by more than 70 million in 

just the first three months of this year. And trade, which many took for granted, can no longer 

be taken for
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health crisis. Through the provisions of the programme of action, they aligned and prioritized 

the national development framework to the development of infrastructure with the aim of 

achieving full connectivity for facilitation of international trade. 

 

She concluded by exclaiming that it was their hope that through joint efforts Malawi will reduce 

challenges that it faces due to its status as a landlocked developing state. In that regard, they 

call upon friends, development partners and investors to partner with them towards the 

implementation of plans that they have embarked particularly in the revitalizing of the railway 

line which will substantially reduce transportation cost and transit time for people and goods 

from and outside Malawi.  

 

Dr. Kunio Mikuriya, World Customs Organization Secretary General thanked the Chair 

and UN-OHRLLS for inviting to participate in the meeting. He noted that WCO had been 

contributing to the LLDC matters from the outset and that they believe that LLDCs should be 

the biggest beneficiaries of trade and transport facilitation efforts. He recalled his addressed at 

the First UN Conference on LLDCs held in Almaty, Kazakhstan in 2003 where he stressed the 

importance of using international standards, such as the WCO’s “International Convention for 

Simplification and Harmonization of Customs Procedures,” known as the Revised Kyoto 

Convention (RKC) to enhance connectivity at borders. He informed that the WCO’s vision 

“Borders divide, Customs connects,” and thus the WCO develops standards for Customs 

procedures, promote Customs cooperation and provide capacity building support to Member 

Customs.  

 

He informed that WCO supports customs in ensuring revenue collection, trade facilitation and 

protection of borders from illicit trade. He noted that the support for the implementation of the 

Vienna Programme of Action or VPoA was natural to WCO since all 32 LLDCs were its 

members. He further noted that since 2014, progress has been achieved as evident by the 

increase in the number of Contracting Parties to the RKC from 15 to 23, reaching 72% of 

LLDCs. He informed that in addition to the RKC provisions on Customs transit and the Transit 

Handbook, the WCO had developed the Transit Guidelines in 2017 and the Compendium of 

best practices in transit in 2020. He noted that the Transit Guidelines answers the question 

“HOW” to implement efficient and effective transit regime and the Compendium of best 

practices illustrated in practical terms how individual Members have implemented the guiding 

principles for efficient and effective transit regimes outlined in the Transit Guidelines.  

 

He gave examples of good practices contained in the Compendium such as the Regional 

Electronic Cargo Tracking System deployed in Uganda, Kenya, Rwanda and the DRC and the 

initiative for interconnectivity of Customs IT systems in West Africa. He emphasized that the 

WCO provides support not only in transit policy area, but also in the area of deployment of 

technology, including Information and Communication Technology. He informed that the 

WCO had continued to work on various aspects of transit and recentl and
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example was the Time Release Study (TRS) that Customs and its partners could identify 

bottlenecks at borders and find ways to reduce delays by analyzing data.   

 

He emphasized the need to undertake TRS along transit corridor of LLDCs. He highlighted 

that the WCO had been working on how best to manage risks of ecommerce as it was showing 

exponential growth. He further highlighted that another area of their focus was how best 

Customs could contribute to Sustainable Development Goals by greening supply chains, 

including controlling environmentally hazardous goods and supporting circular economy. He 

indicated that the implementation of international standards and the use of technology depends 

on human resources and thus the WCO’s capacity building 
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an invasion and that the hopes that sooner than later dialogue and diplomacy can succeed in 

repairing the injustices of the past. 

 

He remarked that his population still suffers the negative impacts derived from confinement, 

since it generates damages to all economic and social sectors affecting our development. 

Despite these limitations, Bolivia is moving forward. 

 

He indicated that, although Bolivia’s prospects are positive, the persistence of the Covid-19 

pandemic in a world without equity has laid bare the limitations that landlocked countries have 

when it comes to taking action to protect their populations. An example is the inequity in 

immunization. This shows that the implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action 

roadmap will require greater solidarity on the part of all States. 

 

DFM Mamani highlighted the progress made in the Ministerial Declaration of Landlocked 

Developing Countries. It will contribute to strengthening our joint work on Climate Change 

and Oceans, to consolidate common positions in the General Assembly, the United Nations 

Framework Convention on Climate Change, including its Paris Agreement, and the Convention 

on the Law of the Sea. 

 

Finally, he expressed his belief that it is of vital importance to deepen timely mechanisms for 

reducing inequality gaps in all dimensions affecting landlocked developing countries. This has 

to be a central theme in our future deliberations towards the Third LLDC Conference in 2024. 

 

Mr. Bharat Raj Paudyal, Foreign Secretary for Nepal commended the Chair for convening 

the meeting and for the stewardship of the Group during the tough times. She congratulated 

Ms. Rabab Fatima on the assumption of her responsibilities as Under-Secretary-General and 

High Representative for LDCs, LLDCs and SIDS. She also thanked USG and her team for their 

continued efforts in promoting the issue of LLDCs. He highlighted that the pandemic was on 
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concerted actions to build resilient infrastructure, build productive capacities, diversify trade, 

and transforming of the LLDCs economies.  

 

Fourth, he noted that it was time to recalibrate and strengthen the foundation of global 

cooperation for LLDCs and thus emphasized the need for enhanced support from transit 

countries and development partners. He stressed that the developed countries must fulfil their 

ODA commitments in support of
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the substantial comparative advantages of LLDCs, which have been adversely affected by 

rising prices for basic commodities and energy resources. To add to these issues, the security 

crisis specifically linked to the recurrent terrorist attacks in the Sahara zone is compromising 

the effective implementation of the VPoA as efforts made to open up the region, reduce 

transport costs and build road infrastructure are mostly directed at combating the terrorist 

hydra.  

 

To address these challenges, H.E Mr. Zongo asked to: develop and improve the quality and 

number of transnational and intercontinental road infrastructure; promote a more inclusive and 

participatory trading system at regional and global levels; build more resilient economic 

systems by diversifying our economies; develop production and processing capacities for raw 

materials to increase the value added of LLDC exports; promote triangular cooperation and 

public-private partnerships to mobilize the resources needed to build infrastructure; comply 

with current legislation on transit in order to facilitate the movement of goods to the LLDCs; 

and ensure compliance with the texts relating to checkpoints in transit countries in order to 

avoid additional hassles. H.E Mr. Zongo further ca 0 595.32 841.92 re
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countries in Vienna; and together with Bhutan, they co-facilitated the Outcome Document of 

the Midterm Review of the Vienna Programme of Action, which was adopted in December 

2019. 

 

He noted that his country welcomes the Roadmap for Accelerated Implementation of the 

Vienna Programme of Action for LLDCs, which was adopted at the Ministerial Meeting in 

2020 and the priority areas outlined in that document. He indicated that it was our joint 

responsibility as international community to ensure that we leave no one behind. Referring to 

the General Assembly’s decision in its resolution 76/217, on the

 

adoptedadopted
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international community should strengthen cooperation to support LLDCs in meeting 

challenges and accelerate the implementation of the VPoA and the 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development. 

 

He emphasized the following solutions: i) The need to uphold the core values and fundamental 

principles of the multilateral trading system to promote trade liberalization and facilitation. 

And the need to provides good external environment 
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make the necessary progress towards achieving the SDGs and respond to the ambition 

and the urgency of the Vienna Programme of Action is paramount. We renew our 

commitment to accelerate the implementation of the VPoA;  

 

8. We reiterate the importance of fostering strong synergy and coherence at all levels in 

the implementation, follow-up, and review of the Vienna Programme of Action with 

the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, Addis Ababa Action Agenda and other 

development processes including the Paris Agreement on Climate Change, and the 

Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction;  

 

9. We recognize the central role of the United Nations system in supporting the 

implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action and the 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development, as well as catalyzing and coordinating the global recovery 

in response to the COVID-19 pandemic, based on unity, solidarity, multilateralism and 

international cooperation. We encourage Member States, the United Nations system ilateralism and 
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regional organizations to provide humanitarian and technical support towards food 

security and livelihoods;  

 

13. We are concerned that LLDCs continue to be disproportionately affected by the 

adverse impacts of climate change, desertification, land degradation, drought, melting 

glaciers, floods, including glacial lakes outbursts and other disasters due to their 

location, level of development, and greater reliance on climate sensitive sectors like 

agriculture. We call on Member States, as well as relevant regional and international 

organizations to continue to support climate change adaptation and mitigation efforts 

and strengthening resilience. We further call on the UN Climate Change Conference 

(COP 27) to consider the impact of climate change on LLDCs in the deliberations and 

outcome;  

 

14. We invite climate finance providers to improve access for LLDCs and we encourage 

the allocation of more resources to ex-ante instruments for building resilience, 

including new financing approaches which incentivize disaster risk reduction and 

sustainable reduction of LLDCs’ vulnerabilities to climate change and natural disasters;  

 

15. We commend the 24 LLDCs who have committed to halt and reverse forest loss and 
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Development”, 2018-2028 to be held in 2023 in New York, co-hosted by the 

Governments of Tajikistan and the Netherlands;  

 

20. We note that LLDCs depend on their transit neighbors to access seaports as well as   

global markets and that the continued imposition of border restrictions due to COVID-

19 is greatly impacting the movement of goods and services to LLDCs. We call on 

LLDCs and transit countries to work together to ensure smooth functioning at borders 

and in transit to facilitate the flow of essential goods, including through the enhanced 

use of digital applications and contactless procedures. We reiterate that the use of 

border measures designed to tackle COVID-19 has to be transparent, targeted, 

proportionate, and consistent with WTO rules;  

 

21. We commend the progress that has been made by LLDCs and transit developing 

countries in ratifying and implementing the World Trade Organization Agreement on 

Trade Facilitation, the revised Kyoto Convention, the TIR Convention and other 

relevant international conventions. We remain concerned that implementation of such 

agreements and initiatives has been negatively impacted by measures introduced by 

transit countries and LLDCs such as curfews, border measures aimed at curbing the 

spread of COVID-19. This also threatens the progress that has been made by LLDCs 

and their transit neighbours in improving transit along some transport corridors, 

including in reducing travel time and corresponding costs along corridors.  We 

therefore call upon LLDCs and transit countries to further  enhance implementation 

of their obligations under all relevant international, regional and bilateral agreements 
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send and receive merchandise goods from overseas markets. The COVID-19 pandemic 

has further exacerbated these challenges;  

 

24. We note with concern the 2022 Secretary General’s Report on the implementation of 

the VPoA for Landlocked Developing Countries for the decade 2014-2024 which states 

that the adverse global economic conditions, including stalled growth, surging inflation, 

rising energy and food prices, supply chain disruptions and elevated shipping and trade 

costs, are constraining LLDCs to recover from the socioeconomic impacts of COVID-

19 pandemic.  Furthermore, we regret that while the pandemic-related border 

restrictions and lockdowns constrained the transport of food, and that the increased 

world market prices resulting from the conflict in Ukraine also affect LLDCs that 

depend on imported foodstuffs and fertilizers;  

 

25. We reaffirm our commitment to develop quality, accessible, affordable, reliable, 

sustainable and resilient transport infrastructure as an integral element of the COVID
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multilateral financing, as well as strengthening of the role of the private sector, 

including international project finance, public-private partnerships and other non-

traditional forms of finance. We recognize the important role of the United Nations 

development system, the World Bank and other multilateral institutions in addressing 

the capacity and funding gaps in sustainable and quality infrastructure investment, 

working through existing initiatives and we resolve to take steps to utilize all 

infrastructure financing sources;   

 

29. We reiterate our call for enhanced support to the LLDCs and transit countries in 

developing bankable implementable infrastructure projects that are financially viable, 

environmentally friendly and accepted by the local communities and we call on the UN 
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34. We recognize that the COVID-19 pandemic brought to the fore the importance of 

digital transformation and connectivity for achieving the Sustainable Development 

Goals and for COVID-19 recovery including through, enabling the delivery of essential 

services while complying to social distancing protocols, remote learning, telemedicine, 

e-commerce, virtual meetings and working, accessing government services and non-

physical transit and customs procedures. We remain concerned that digital divides 

and inequalities continue to worsen.  LLDCs face fundamental challenges including 

inadequate infrastructure, limited internet access, high cost of broadband, inadequate 

digital skills and regulatory and data policies. We aim to continue to foster favorable 

conditions for the development of the digital economy by creating appropriate enabling 

environment including the necessary policies, legal and regulatory frameworks to 

support the development of information and communications technologies (ICT) and 

we call for strengthened international cooperation to support LLDCs by increasing 

financial contributions towards investment in ICT infrastructure including increased 

public private partnerships and support from the development partners to enable 

/en/content/common-agenda-report/assets/pdf/Common_Agenda_Report_English.pdf
/techenvoy/content/about
/techenvoy/content/about
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and capacity building support to LLDCs and transit countries to enable them to advance 

their regional integration efforts;  

 

38. We are concerned that the VPoA specific objective of substantially increasing LLDCs 

exports remains a challenge as their share in global merchandise exports remains below 

one percent and the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic has worsened this. We call on 

our development partners to step up mechanisms supportive of LLDCs’ efforts to build 

their trade and supply-side capacities, such as Aid for Trade, increased market access, 

productive capacity building and technical assistance. We further call on the relevant 

UN System organizations and other international organizations to enhance their 
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identified by LLDCs and transit countries as needing support to accelerate the 

implementation of the WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement. These include human 

resources and training, legislative and regulatory frameworks, ICT and infrastructure 

and equipment;  

 

44. We welcome the decision of the 12th WTO Ministerial Conference (MC12), which was 

held in Geneva on 12-17 June 2022, under the Chairmanship of Kazakhstan, and 

established a dedicated session focusing on transit issues during the WTO Trade 

Facilitation Committee to be held annually until the next review of the Trade 

Facilitation Agreement is completed in 2026, offers a unique opportunity to find 

solutions to achieving efficient and resilient transit. We call on LLDCs with the support 

of relevant UN organizations to propose tangible solutions for consideration and 

adoption by the committee;  

 

45. We note that LLDCs depend on their transit neighbors to access seaports as well as 

global markets and that the border restrictions due to COVID-19 and the disruptions in 

the supply chains is greatly impacting the movement of goods and services to LLDCs. 

COVID-19 disruption has highlighted and amplified the vulnerabilities of global supply 

chains, including the transportation networks. These trends are happening against a 

backdrop of heightened climate change mitigation and adaptation requirements, as well 

as energy transition pressures, disruptive natural disasters and weather patterns, 

uncertain pandemic and vaccination paths, diverging economic recoveries and 

heightened geopolitical threats. Against this background, we call for building supply 

chain resilience including through building resilient ports and transport systems, 

accelerate the implementation of trade facilitation measures and digitalization.  

LLDCs and transit countries to work together to ensure smooth functioning at borders 

and in transit to facilitate the flow of essential goods, including through the enhanced 

use of digital applications and contactless procedures. We reiterate that the use of 

border measures designed to tackle COVID-19 has to be transparent, targeted, 

proportionate, and consistent with WTO rules;  

 

46. We recognize that COVID-19 has led to a surge in e-commerce and that the growth in 

e-commerce provides international trade opportunities including new market 

opportunities for LLDCs. We call on UN-
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their productive capacities, enhancing diversification and value-addition, implementing 

industrial policies, and fostering structural economic transformation;  

 

48. We note that the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic and the measures taken to mitigate 

its impact have had particularly negative consequences on service sectors such as 

tourism, retail, and hospitality, some labor-intensive sectors, small and medium-sized 

enterprises and the informal sector resulting in higher unemployment, particularly 

amongst vulnerable segments of society. We therefore call on development partners 

and international organizations to provide assistance to LLDCs to establish initiatives 

to support SMEs such as through provision of enhanced finance and access to credit, 

capacity building and employing ICTs and innovation in business operations that may 

help in building the resilience of LLDCs’ economies in the post-COVID-19 era;  

 

49. We emphasize that building a conducive business environment for private sector 

development is one of the most important requirements for promoting sustained 

economic growth, developing an industrial base, attracting investment and bringing 

about structural transformation, and we commit to continue to foster an enabling legal 

and regulatory environment for private sector growth;  

 

50. We reaffirm that science, technology and innovation have a critical role in achieving 

structural transformation, the SDGs as well as COVID-19 recovery. We commit to 

formulating effective policies on science, technology and innovation and promote 

research, innovation2 re1 innovation21(a)4(nd )-19(e)4(m)8(ployi)-3(ng )-19(I)13(C)-2(Ts )-19(a)4(nd )-19(innova)-7(ti)-3(on )-19(in )-21(busi)-2(ne)4(ss )-21(o(e)4(s68 )] TJ
ET )-2n in 
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53. We welcome the growth in official development assistance in 2020 and reaffirm that 

official development assistance is crucial for LLDCs in accelerating implementation of 

the VPoA and 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, and call upon development 

partners and the international community to mobilize additional development finance 

from all sources to support LLDCs’ recovery efforts from the COVID-19 crisis and 

build long-term resilience;  

 

54. 
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special development needs and challenges of LLDCs in the common country analysis 

and in the United Nations planning and programming documents, including the United 

Nations Sustainable Development Cooperation Framework;  

 

65. We welcome the establishment in 2022 of an LLDCs’ National Focal Points network 

comprised of capital-based national focal points to facilitate the strengthening of 

coherence and coordination of the implementation and follow up of the Vienna 

Programme of Action, the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, and other global 

frameworks including the WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement at the national level. We 

also note that it will foster peer-learning and exchange of best practices on LLDCs-

related issues and will be instrumental in the preparations for the upcoming Third UN 

Conference on LLDCs. We call on UN-OHRLLS with the support of other relevant 

UN organization to strengthen the technical capacities of the LLDCs National Focal 

Points to ensure their meaningful contribution to the implementation of the VPoA and 

contribution to the formulation of the next programme of action and its implementation;  

 

66. We underscore the need to give due consideration to the issues and concerns of LLDCs 

in all relevant major United Nations conferences and processes and the relevant work 

of the United Nations development system, and call for the elaboration of information 

specific to LLDCs in a disaggregated manner in all major United Nations reports where 

appropriate;  

 

67. We agree on the need to consolidate our positions in the discussions on climate change 

and formalize our Group of LLDCs under the United Nations Framework Convention 

on Climate Change (UNFCCC) process, in order to enhance our coordination, project 

a strong voice and work with relevant Stakeholders to advance the interests of LLDCs 

in climate related issues, especially with regard to vulnerability, mitigation and 

adaptation to climate change; 

 

68. We take note of the work of the Inter-Agency Consultative Group for the LLDCs, led 

by the Office of the High Representative and the coordinated support that it is providing 

to the LLDCs; We underline its prominent role as the main global platform for inter-

agency coor
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undertaken by UN and other international and regional organizations to support the 

LLDCs. We recognize that several of these initiatives had now been implemented and 

had led to positive outcomes such as: improving connectivity and digital inclusion; 

enhancing customs clearance and the treatment of goods; enhancing cooperation 

between countries; strengthening resilience to the adverse impacts of climate change; 

and improving the health response to COVID-19 through the procurement of medical 

equipment and vaccines; 

 

71. We reiterate our call to 
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87. We underscore the important role of the Group of Friends of LLDCs and call for 

their active participation and support in the preparation for the Third UN Conference 

on LLDCs and at the Conference;  

 

88. We strongly encourage the Secretary-General and the Member States to strengthen 

the OHRLLS including by allocating additional post and non-post resources to the 

subprogramme responsible for l
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Annex 2 

 

Group of Landlocked Developing Countries: composition by region (as of September 

2021)  

 

Africa  

1. Botswana 

2. Burkina Faso  

3. Burundi  

4. Central African Republic  

5. Chad 

6. Eswatini 

7. Ethiopia  

8. Lesotho  

9. Malawi  

10. Mali  

11. Niger  

12. Rwanda  

13. South Sudan  

14. Uganda  

15. Zambia  

16. Zimbabwe 

 

Asia  

17. Afghanistan  

18. Bhutan   

19. Kazakhstan  

20. Kyrgyzstan  

21. Lao People’s Democratic Republic  

22. Mongolia 

23. Nepal 

24. Tajikistan 

25. Turkmenistan 

26. Uzbekistan 

 

Eastern Europe 

27. Armenia 

28. Azerbaijan 



   

 

   

 

50 

29. North Macedonia 

30. Republic of Moldova  

 

Latin America 

31. Bolivia (Plurinational State of)  

32. Paraguay 


