
Dear Madam Director General, 
Dear High Representative, 
Honorable Ministers and Heads of delegations from LLDCs, 
Dear Representatives from the international organizations, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
It is the great honor for me to co-host this virtual meeting as Coordinator of LLDC Group 
on trade issues. I am also delighted to be with you amid these circumstances, which 
nevertheless allowed us all to meet today. 
 
First of all, I would like to express my condolences to all LLDCs members who lost loved 
ones during the COVID-19 pandemic. I am confident that thanks to a global program on 
robust vaccination, our efforts for combating the pandemic will end soon. I wish all the 
delegates and their families the best of health and spirit in these



the share of LLDCs in global merchandise exports has fallen, rather than doubled, 
compared to 2014. 
 
Our geographical position and dependence on transit transport as well as multiple border 
crossings continue to pose obstacles to our socioeconomic development. High trade 
costs remain a defining common challenge of LLDCs, reducing the competitiveness of 
our exports on world markets and raising import prices.  
 
As we enter the final years of the Vienna Program 



the special needs, challenges and vulnerabilities of LLDCs, in order to increase their 
participation in the multilateral trading system, including of issues related to trade 
facilitation, transit transport, Aid for trade, services, regional integration and cooperation, 
accession and capacity building. This program is not aimed at obtaining additional special 
and differential treatment, but only to make the relevant rules and regulations of the WTO 
clearer and detailed. Therefore, I hope that the members of the group will be united in 
their opinion on this issue. 
 
I wish to conclude by expressing my strong belief that today’s constructive dialogue and 
our joint declaration will contribute to ensuring


