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• LLDCs face special trade and transport challenges, arising from their lack of

territorial access to the sea. Exports and imports of LLDCs have to transit

through at least one neighboring country, and often use more than one

mode of transport. Hence, they also dependent on their transit countries’

transport infrastructure and administrative procedures for moving their

exports and imports.

• The geographical challenges of LLDCs compounded by weak/inadequate

transit-transport infrastructure, inefficient administrative and customs

operations have an impact on the cost of trade, where LLDCs pay more what

the transit countries incur in transport costs and take longer time to export

and import merchandise from overseas markets.

Transport and trade facilitation are critical for LLDCs trade



Sustainable Transit and Transport Corridors 
to support LLDCs Trade
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During recent years a complementary approach to transit



Types of Corridors

There is no universal definition 
to corridors. 

They may evolve to facilitate 
movement of goods and people, 







Transit facilitation measures 

1. Corridor arrangements

2. Bilateral / regional / multilateral transport 
or transit transport agreements

3. Customs transit arrangements

4. Other facilitation agreements

5. Harmonized border procedures



Example



Seaports 
and transit cargo

The good news: 
An increasing awareness that transit 
trade is good for the transit countries! 

• It is good for my own
ports’ business. 

• It is good for my own
importers and exporters, 
because it helps improve
shipping connectivity. 
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The ports that connect the corridors

Chart prepared by Jean-Paul Rodrigue
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An example of a Corridor : Transport, Transit and Trade Facilitation (1)

Northern Corridor



NC reforms and measures applied (e.g. Single Customs Territory, a regional customs transit system, 
real-time sharing of customs information, digital tracking systems, introducing cargo tracking 
systems, building one-stop border posts; the development of the NC Transport Observatory and the 
NC Performance Dashboard - web based systems to monitor the corridor performance) have 
resulted in:

➢ Dwell time in Mombasa port reduced from an average of 13 days in 2006 to 2ʹ3 days in 2016.
➢ Time to move cargo from Mombasa to Kampala down from 18 days to 3 days and from 

Mombasa to Kigali from 21 days to 6 days.
➢ Border clearance times down from 24 hours to 6 hours at Malaba border crossing point 

between Kenya and Uganda. 
➢ Cost of transport from Mombasa to: 

Nairobi -56%; Uganda (Kampala)- 26%; Rwanda (Kigali) -28%; DRC (GOMA): -38%; South Sudan 
(Juba) -37%;  Burundi (Bujumbura) -23%. 

NCTTCA , Impact Assessment of the Northern Corridor Performance Improvement Activities

An example of a Corridor : Transport, Transit and Trade Facilitation (2)



Conditions are imposed on transit

• Infrastructure

• Means of transport

• Operation 

• Services

• Goods

Transit = Trade + Transport facilitation
Multi stakeholder approach 
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What conditions can a 

transit state impose? 
Goods

• Customs regime

• Sanitary/phyto-sanitary

• Radioactive

• Other controls

• Prohibitions/Restrictions (e.g. arms, 

alcohol etc.)





Operation





Infrastructure

• Use of certain facilities,

e.g. roads, itineraries, 

railways - or corridors

• Restriction for use at certain days or times 

during the day

• Observance of traffic rules and regulations

What conditions can a 

transit state impose? 





A new ally: The WTO TFA



• Freedom of transit i.e. both a right to be able to carry out 

transit and an obligation to allow transit for goods/means 

• Non-discriminatory treatment of goods and  transport 

means in transit 

• No delays or restrictions of the goods and transport means 

in transit other than those considered as normal and set out 

customs treatment

• No excessive or unlawful levies on the goods and 









UNCTAD Work on Corridors
In the 80s, the adoption of the Northern Corridor Transit
Agreement was the result of 6-year development of a subregional
corridor approach. Today the NCCTTA remains a reference model
for the formalization of transit agreements around the world.

In 2003, UNCTAD
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UNCTAD ongoing activities to develop and improve the overall
sustainable performance of corridors includes:

Building institutional capacity through corridor management
arrangements and regulatory framework, to strengthen the operational
performance and management of corridors; promote coordination and
collaboration among corridors stakeholders, public regulators, private
operators, etc... E.g. IsDB and ADB cooperation

Promoting sustainability principles along corridors. Relevant principles
include economic efficiency (i.e. seamless transport and trade movements,
cost-effective, competitive, reliable, run smoothly and effectively, energy
efficient, safe, etc.), environmental sustainability (i.e. environmentally-
friendly,



UNCTAD SFT TOOLKIT

1) UNCTAD SFT Portal  

https://unctadsftportal.org/
https://sft-framework.org/
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i. A Self-Assessment Questionnaire: allows for a qualitative evaluation of the current status and
performance of freight transport along the three dimensions of sustainable transport (economic,
environmental and social).

ii. A filterable Key Performance



EXAMPLE 1: UNCTAD SFT 
Strategy ʹ Central Corridor

Sustainable Economic Value Corridor



Course for Transit Coordinators





Key take
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