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Summary

1. On5"and 6™ December 2019, Ministers and high-level representatives from Member States,
United Nations system, other international and regional organizations, private sector and civil
society met to undertake a comprehensive review of the progress achieved in implementing the
Vienna Programme of Action for Landlocked Developing Countries for the Decade 2014-2024,
identify challenges and recommendations of actions that need to be done in the remaining 5 years.
In their assessment, participants noted that mixed progress has been made on the priority areas of
the Vienna Programme of Action. While some tangible progress had been made, participants noted
that there were still major gaps and challenges that need to be addressed. The High-level Midterm
Review adopted Political Declaration on the Implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action.
The Political Declaration welcomed progress made by LLDCs since the adoption of the Vienna
Programme of Action, highlighted the major challenges faced and









I. Introduction

13. Inresolutions 72/232 and 73/243 the United Nations General Assembly decided to convene
in 2019 a comprehensive high-level midterm review of the Vienna Programme of Action for
Landlocked developing countries® (LLDCs) for the Decade 2014-2024 (VPoA\) as 2 days of high-
level plenary meetings of the General Assembly to be chaired by the President of the Assembly.
The Assembly stressed that the midterm review shall review progress made by LLDCs, transit
countries and development partners in the implementation of the VPoA and shall share best
practices and lessons learned, identify obstacles and constraints encountered and actions and
initiatives needed to overcome them, as well as new challenges and emerging issues, in order to
further accelerate the implementation of the VPoA.

14.  On the 5" and 6™ December 2019, the President of the 74the Session of the United Nations
General Assembly, His Excellency Mr. Tijjani Muhammad-Bande chaired the high-level plenary
meetings of the High-level Midterm Review on the



is restricted by its vulnerability to climate emergency, undernourishment, and infrastructure
deficiency, amongst others. Just nine months ago the landlocked States of Malawi and Zimbabwe
were impacted by Cyclone Idai, despite being many miles from the sea. Undernourishment in these
countries reached an alarming rate of 23.2 per cent in 2016, and food insecurity affects more than
half of their populations. Forty per cent of their populations also do not have access to
electricity. He stressed that the digital divide should not be allowed to deepen.

19.  While underscoring progress in the implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action, he
stressed that more remains to be done particularly in implementing targets outlined in the Political
Declaration. This includes taking action to remove all legal, social and economic barriers to
achieve gender equality. It also includes combating illicit financial flows, strengthening trade
financing for micro-, small- and medium-sized enterprises, and improving economic governance
and business regulations and trade facilitation programmes.

20. Mr. Tijiani called on all member states to jointly commit to Political Declaration and
implement the Vienna Programme of Action in a timely and effective manner.

21. H.E. Mr. Anténio Guterres, the UN Secretary-General stressed the importance of
enhancing cooperation among transit countries and development partners to overcome the
challenges of being landlocked. He called for closer cooperation on right policy mix, increased
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fiDigital Kazakhstan,0 to improve the quality of life by progressively developing its digital
ecosystem. The introduction of ICT solutions for e-commerce has opened up new horizons for the
landlocked developing countries. Despite their efforts, these countries still experience difficulties

in diversifying their export structures and enhancing trade capacities, he continued. Mr.
Ashikbayev outlined joint efforts to



and tremendous work has been undertaken. She noted that Tajikistan has allocated $2 million
national funds for infrastructure improvement along its borders to renovate and rebuild roads and
also bridges, six of which are of regional significance and border with Afghanistan. She
emphasized that eleven state investment projects for transit and transport infrastructure are being
developed and foreign investment is being sought.

37. Ms. Saidmurodzoda indicated that the state investments have led to increase in trade and
reduction in time for travel from ten hours to four to five hours. She emphasized that these efforts
have led to results such as GDP annual growth rate of seven percent, increase in amount of export
and greater regional trade. She noted that Tajikistan placed education at the heart of National
Development Plan. She highlighted that National Strategies reflected industrialization as the fourth
priority for economic development. She concluded by mentioning donor involvement and stressing
that Tajikistan has open door policies and is ready to cooperate.

38. and less time to travel across national lines. Ms. Saidmurodzoda noted that Tajikistan has
placed education at the heart of national development plan, given the importance of greater
regional trade and multilateral framework agreements.

39. H.E. Mr. Hissein Tahir Sougoumi, the Secretary of State for Economy and Planning of
Development of the Republic of Chad highlighted the achievements that Chad has made on
infrastructure development, through bilateral initiatives and sub-regional initiatives, enhancing
road and railway connection in the Africa region. He gave examples of projects to include the
extension of the Cameroonian and Sudanese railways to Chad, different Sahel infrastructure
projects and the Trans-Saharan road project. With regard to trade facilitation he noted that the
country had adopted since 2014 measures aimed at the modernization of the Tax and Customs
Administration, for example the migration project to SYDONIA World financed by the World
Bank; development of the investment policy with technical support of UNCTAD, and the
development of the Master Plan of Industrialization and Diversification with the support of UN
ECA. The main objective of the Master Plan is to establish an industrialization of the economy
allowing the country to emerge from the dependence on petroleum from one part, and on the other
to diversify the production structure to best respond to the vulnerability of an economy dominated
by a mono production and to move irreversibly towards a diversified economy driven by
manufactured goods.

40. The Secretary of State noted that within the regional economic program of the Economic
Community of









cooperation and integration are critical in addressing the challenges of being landlocked, pointing
out that Austria is an industrial country with a small domestic market and as such, depends on its
export economy and 70% of Austria's foreign trade is intraregional with other EU member states.

48. Mr. Kickert stressed that the private sector has a critical role to play in the implementation
of the VPoA and the LLDCs should look at what is needed to attract increased and more diversified
foreign direct investment. From his countryds experience he pointed out that a stable, predictable
and enabling investment environment is needed to fully leverage the impact of the private sector.
To this end, the rule of law, good governance, the respect of human rights, gender equality, as well
as accountable and transparent institutions are essential factors for success.

49. H.E. Mr. Lang Yabou, the Permanent Representative of Gambia to the United Nations
highlighted the opportunity arising from the entry into force of the African Continental Free trade
Area and the launch of the Single African Air Transport Market. He stressed the need for the
international community to increase their ODA to landlocked developing countries. Mr. Yabou
stated that greater regional cooperation, and other regional initiatives between LLDCs and transit
countries can optimize the benefits of trade and commerce for all stakeholders. Citing the need for
enhanced trade facilitation and investment in infrastructure between landlocked and transit
countries, he shared that the Senegambia bridge has drastically reduced the transit time for people
and goods between Senegal and Gambia. He also shared that Gambia is simplifying border
crossings, improving port facilities and studying plans for dry ports to facilitate access for its
neighbors.

50. Mr. Yabou underscored that climate change is one of the major challenges of LLDCs
especially their limited resilience. He called for the international community to redouble its efforts
in providing the necessary support to the LLDCs on resilience building and disaster risk reduction
including preparedness, early warning and early action.

51. H.E. Ms. Adela Raz, the Permanent Representative of Afghanistan to the United
Nations highlighted that trade expansion, infrastructure development and increased economic
growth are the foundations of economic growth and poverty reduction. She indicated that as a
land-locked developing country that endures continued security concerns, Afghanistan is faced
with a number of challenges to the priority areas identified in the VPoA. She pointed out that the
unpredictable closure of trade routes, sole dependency on one country for the import and export of
goods has weakened the ability to get Afghan goods into external markets. She also underscored
that traders had to heavily depend on a very unpredictable political environment not knowing if
their goods, which usually for Afghanistan as an agrarian d(tra)5(ns.00000912 08(re)7(97 TmO g0 G[their)



52. The Ambassador noted that Afghanistan recently was able to open air corridors with India,
Turkey, Saudi Arabia, UAE, Uzbekistan, Indonesia. This was an important step for increasing
exports and balancing our trade deficit. She also noted that Afghanistands unique geographical
location can serve as the bridge between regional markets in particular for energy to their north is
an energy rich market, while to our south, there is a great demand for energy. In this regard, the
TAPI gas pipeline project is an important example which helps in the supply of the Turkmen gas
through Afghanistan to markets in Pakistan and India. On regional integration, she noted that
Afghanistan has worked with its neighbors to solidify Afghanistan as a regional hub for transit,
trade and connectivity over the past three years, on the Regional Economic Cooperation
Conference on Afghanistan (RECCA). She underscored the need for heavy infrastructure projects
that help transport linkages in the remaining years of the VPoA. Donors must fulfill their
commitments to the land-locked developing countries, specially those in conflict and post-conflict
situations. With this support, countries, like Afghanistan, will continue to work towards
sustainable development and lasting peace.

53. H.E. Mr. Brian Patrick Flynn, the Deputy Permanent Representative of Ireland to the

United Nations, emphasized the need to tackle the challenge of structural economic
transformation, to promote diversification, industrialization, sustained and inclusive economic
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development. He indicated that there is need to move away from project-based problem solving
approach, towards programme-based interventions, strengthen cooperation beyond trade,
including on development projects in infrastructure, transport, and industrial development, and
intensify industrialization in LLDCs through linkages with regional value and global value chains,
and enhance intra-regional trade, and special economic zones. He underscored that there is need
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improving womengs economic opportunities. He highlighted that Canada supports the resilience
of the population affected by crisis and noted that Canada supports policies and programmes in
Mali to improve the condition of maternal and child reproductive health services.

63. Mr. Blanchard stressed that all sources of finance must be mobilized to achieve the
Sustainable Development Goals and that Canadads international aid promotes, peace, security and
economic growth by supporting agricultural production and economic empowerment of women in
rural areas. He noted that Canada is also working with partners to mobilize additional financing
for sustainable development. He communicated that Canada is expanding its development finance
toolkit, and establishing new innovative partnerships that catalyze private capital for the SDGs.
He mentioned that September's High-Level Dialogue on Financing for Development demonstrated
that there is interest to increase the share of new forms of development finance available to LDCs
and LLDCs.

64. Mr. Blanchard stressed that Canada recognizes the infrastructure needs of LLDCs to drive
growth, and supports global efforts to increase private sector investments in infrastructure through
the G7, G20, UN and multilateral development banks. He stressed Canadads support to the ‘Closing
the Investment Gap' initiative and the World Bank Global Infrastructure Hub helps develop critical
infrastructure projects around the world, including in landlocked developing countries. He
mentioned that LLDCs are important economic partners for Canada and Canada recognizes that
greater integration of LLDCs into world trade and global value chains is vital for increasing their
competitiveness and ensuring their economic development. He applauded the efforts made by
LLDCs to implement the Agreement on Trade Facilitation and adopt measures to simplify trade
regulations, documents and procedures, with support from their development partners and transit
countries. He communicated that promoting economic security is one of Canada's five priorities
for the Security Council. He emphasized that if elected for the 2021- 22 term, Canada will continue
to work to align public and private capital with the SDGs and to develop new and innovative ways
to increase investment into developing countries, including LLDCs.

65. H.E. Mr. Mutotwe L. Kafwaya, Minister of Transport and Communications of the
Republic of Zambia, highlighted that Zambia launched a new Transport Policy with the aim of
transforming the country into a regional transport and logistics hub. This is to be achieved through
the development of the transport corridors in the sub-region for Southern Africa. He stressed that
Zambia has been working with its neighboring countries and other stakeholders on the
domestication of agreed legal frameworks, transit rules and policies. Also, that Zambia has
significantly invested in both development and rehabilitation of infrastructure in renewable energy,
water and sanitation systems, ICTs and transport to facilitate meaningful development.
Furthermore, Minister Kafwaya indicated that the Government has planned to diversify its
economy from mining to agriculture, tourism, and manufacturing and towards value addition in
mining and processing of precious and semi-precious stones. He continued that Zambia has
developed the first ever Industrial Policy which aims to improve the countryds productive capacity
and promote the production and consumption of local content.

66. H.E. Mr. Mohammad Aamir Khan, the Deputy Permanent Representative of Pakistan

to the United Nations explained that LLDCs suffer challenges from inadequate infrastructure,
connectivity and corridor facilities to overcome structural deficiencies and limited capacities to
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undergo world trade. In fact, one third of the LLDCs0 population continues to live in poverty and
LLDCs still account for less than one percent of the global merchandise trade. As a transit country,
Pakistan has made significant steps and efforts to help landlocked developing countries. He
communicated that as a transit country, Pakistan has made significant steps and concerted efforts
to provide assistance to the LLDCs. He continued that Pakistan-Afghanistan Transit Trade
Agreement was signed in 2010 with an aim to provide necessary development means to the
landlocked Afghanistan. He noted that the volume of trade from this corridor only in 2018-19 has
been US$ 5,516 million. Opening of Torkham crossing for commercial traffic on a 24/7 basis have
added another tangible dimension to the close cooperation between Pakistan and Afghanistan. He
highlighted that the reason of joining the China's Belt and Road Initiative is to fully complement
and contribute to the goals and objectives set in the Vienna Programme of Action and the 2030
Agenda. He stressed that the scale and scope of the initiative is enormous and it stands out as the
most significant initiative for promoting transnational connectivity, enhancing trade and
investment and facilitating cooperation to fully utilize the economic potential of the participating
countries.

67. Mr. Mohammad Aamir Khan communicated that the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC) is a central part of the BRI network and is an all-inclusive economic corridor for the region.
He continued that it is the fastest and most effective among all projects in the BRI. He emphasized
that CPEC is expected to bring huge economic and development benefits to both countries and the
region. He stressed that by promoting regional connectivity, enhancing trade and investment and
stimulating regional growth, CPEC is expected to help improve the lives of an estimated 3 billion
people in China, South Asia, Central Asia and beyond. He noted that Pakistanés energy
connectivity project CASA-1000 will further Pakistanos efforts of connectivity with the landlocked
countries in Central Asia. He continued that Pakistands participation in the SAFTA, the SCO, and
the ECO is proof of Pakistan's commitment to the development of landlocked countries of
Pakistands region in line with VVPoA. He concluded by promising Pakistands support for LLDCs.

68. H.E. Mr. Mohammad Kurniadi Koba, the Deputy Permanent Representative of
Indonesia to the United Nations noted that the world today is characterized with increasing
interdependent nature of trade, finance and technology as well as increasingly uneven distribution
of wealth and knowledge, within and among countries. He continued that while a number of
progress has been achieved by the LLDGs to advance their economy and development, this group
of countries continue to face specific constraints and challenges, including poverty; low
productivity; limited economic resources; deficiencies in physical infrastructures; and inadequate
market access. He welcomed development in areas such as the deepening of regional integration
and cooperation; high rate of acceptance of the WTO Agreement on Trade Facilitation; and
improvement of quality of infrastructure and of access to energy and ICT. He continued that
LLDCs share in global merchandise trade remains very low, and in fact decreasing to only 0.98%
in 2018. He communicated that it is imperative to strengthen partnerships and collaboration to
muster support and assistance to transform LLDCs to become a "land-linked" country. He stressed
that Indonesia stands ready to work with the UN and international community to achieve this
objective, among others through bridging financing gap for transportation and infrastructure as
well as enhancing capacity to participate in the global supply chain.
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markets, thus contributing to increase of foreign trade. He continued that with very high rate of
internet penetration and rapidly growing IT industry, Armenia has ensured open and affordable
Internet access throughout the country.

72.  Mr. Margaryan stressed that unilateral coercive measures are detrimental to the sustainable
development of LLDCs and their effective integration to the global markets. He explained that the
continuing land blockade of Armeniads borders by its neighbours from West and East, multiplies
the challenges arising from landlockedness. He continued that the attempts to isolate Armenia from
regional economic cooperation and transport corridors, violate the principles of international law
and are contrary to the aims of the Convention on Transit Trade of Land-locked States, the United
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, as well as the norms of the multilateral trading system.
He highlighted that the closed borders, which hamper Armeniads access to the sea, significantly
increase the costs of imports and exports, the transit communication routes. He explained that the
land blockade directly contradicts the letter and spirit of the Agenda 2030, impeding realization of
economic and social rights and economic participation, thus negatively affecting the
implementation of the SDGs. He concluded by expressing that Armenia attaches special
importance to inclusive regional cooperation between landlocked and transit countries as an
essential prerequisite to remove political barriers for free movement of people, goods and services
and realization of economic and social rights and right to development.

73.
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countries. She indicated that Botswana has also signed a Memorandum of Understanding for the
development of the North-South corridor, which will further link Botswana to other trading
partners in
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78. Furthermore, he shared that India is also cooperating with Afghanistan and Iran for
development of the Chahbahar Port and working on the International North-South Transport
Corridor. India has also joined the Ashgabat Agreement which envisages facilitation of transit and
transportation of good between Central Asia and the Persian Gulf. that in 2017, India-Afghanistan
direct air freight corridor was established and it gives quick access to Indian market for health and
education services. He continued that India is cooperating with countries such as Afghanistan and
Iran for additional projects. He highlighted that India is also involved in International Solar
Alliances and efforts to build disaster resilient infrastructure. He explained that the aim is to give
access to LLDCs and developing countries affordable solar energy. He stressed that these actions
help 2030 agenda and Paris agreement. He continued that in the spirit of South-South cooperation,
India launched the $150 million India-United Nations Development Partnership Fund, which aims
to drive transformational projects and fulfill the Sustainable Development Goals in least developed
and landlocked developing countries. In just about two years, the Fund has been able to develop
38 projects in 36 partnering countries. He concluded by promising full commitment and experience.

79. H.E. Mr. Dmitry S. Chumakov, the Deputy Permanent Representative of the Russian

Federation to the United Nations stated that Russia, as a major transit country, actively
contributes to the attainment of the objectives of the VPoA, namely by promoting various measures
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pertaining to advancing regional collaboration. (iii) Jointly addressing ecological and water issues
in Central Asia. In order to attract innovative technologies, introduce principles of "green
economy” and prevent desertification, Uzbekistan proposed to efficiently use opportunities
existing within the United Nations Human Security Trust Fund for the Aral Sea Region which was
created last year. From Uzbekistan's perspective bringing these initiatives to fruition would have
positive impact on the implementation of the VPoA. He noted that Uzbekistan is providing
comprehensive assistance to the economic recovery of Afghanistan and its involvement in regional
projects. He indicated Uzbekistands support to such projects as TAPI, CASA-1000, construction
of the railroad corridor «Mazari-Sharif- Herat» and a highway from Mazari-Sharif through Kabul
to Peshawar as well as the practical implementation of various initiatives vital for Afghanistan in
the areas of transport, energy, trade and education. One of the important areas is to facilitate trade
relations. In this regard, Uzbekistan has established an international logistical center «Termez-
Cargo Center» at the border with Afghanistan which is set to assist increasing export import and
transit cargo flow.

87. H.E. Mr. Sukhbold Sukhee, the Permanent Representative of Mongolia to the United
Nations recalled the establishment of the first ever International Think Tank dedicated to
landlocked developing countries and will assist in conducting in-depth analyses to find out
constraints and challenges faced and identify concrete actions to overcome them. He shared that
Mongolia established the National Working Group with the involvement of all relevant
stakeholders, to review and coordinate the national implementation of the VPoA. He indicated that
in the past few years, Mongolia had developed its domestic soft and hard infrastructures. The
country successfully connected all 2 provinces of the country through energy transmission lines,
internet communication networks, and around 6,000 kilometers of paved roads. He noted that the
President of Mongolia has called upon the establishment of Multilateral Institution for Electricity
Grid Interconnections in North East Asia which will provide a number of economic, social and
environmental benefits to this sub-region.

88. Mr. Sukhee pointed out that Mongolia had concluded several agreements with neighboring
countries including "The Agreement on access to and from the sea and transit transport through
Chinabs territory by Mongoliao, the Intergovernmental agreement between Governments of
Mongolia and the Russian Federation on the Terms for the Rail Freight Transit Transportation and
the Intergovernmental agreement on International Road Transport along the Asian Highway
Network between Mongolia, the Russian Federation and China. He highlighted that Mongolia is
implementing the Mongolia-Russia-China Economic Corridor Program that aligns our own
fiDevelopment Roado program to the fiBelt and Roado initiative. In this framework, the country
plans to implement 32 major projects towards increasing trade turnover, developing infrastructure,
ensuring competitiveness in goods supply and facilitating cross-border transportation and had
introduced several initiatives including Travel Facilitation Initiative for BRI countries. He
underscored that it is of vital importance to promote cooperation between LLDCs and transit
countries as well as among LLDCs. He indicated that it is necessary to establish an informal group
of landlocked developing countries with further aim to establish a formal group of landlocked
countries in the World Trade Organization to promote active collaboration among LLDCs, to
identify common 0.00000912 0 612 792 sing t
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89. H.E. Mr. Milenko Esteban Skoknic Tapia, the Permanent Representative of Chile to
the United Nations said his country grants broad and free rights for trade transit across its territory
to its closest landlocked neighbor, Bolivia. In this context, Chile provides free warehousing in its
ports, preferential tariffs, tax exemptions and an oil pipeline, also focusing on road, port and border
infrastructure. Rights granted by this free transit regime must be exercised in accordance with the
domestic legal system of the transit country.
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that simplify access to land, eliminate challenges related to trade logistics and custom service. He
noted that the Ethiopian government has been making massive public investment in building
infrastructure, with the objective of enhancing Ethiopiads productive capacity and to promote
regional integration. He stressed that encouraging progress has been registered in expanding road,
railway and air transport services and Ethiopia has also been working with neighboring transit
countries to establish and maintain effective transit systems on the basis of common interest. He
continued that recently Ethiopia has taken bold and historical decision that would among others,
diversify Ethiopiads sea outlets and further promote regional integration, in addition to the decision
to join the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCTA), as well as the preparations made to join
the WTO in the near future.

96. Ambassador Amde shared that in order to maintain Ethiopiads achievements, the government
is formulating a ten-year perspective plan that lasts to 2030 focusing on structural economic
transformation and ensuring inclusive and sustainable development, in addition to boosting export
growth. He stressed that the SDGs and other global programs such as the VPoA will be fully and
effectively mainstreamed in the plan. He continued that the government is also taking bold
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disposition and the results have been encouraging. She indicated that in terms of social and
economic development, Rwanda has tripled the countryés GDP between 2000-2018. She
emphasized that in doing so, Rwanda achieved all but one Millennium Development Goals,
registering historic achievements in reducing maternal and child mortality, and reducing inequality
levels. She explained that all this was enabled by visionary political leadership and innovative
policies. She stressed that there is no substitute for responsible political leadership.

99. Ambassador Rugwabiza emphasized that her second point is the importance of regional
integration and infrastructure connectivity for LLDCs. She shared that regional integration has
been identified as one of the core measures in relation to unlocking Africads potential towards
economic growth and development. She explained that for the EAC region, spatial distribution and
diverse endowments in the region, has made it prudent to develop multi-country infrastructure to
facilitate cross border movement of people, goods and services which is championed at the highest
political level by the EAC Heads of State. She indicated that the East African Road Network indicated that
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include: infrastructure development and maintenance, particularly, in transport, energy, and ICT,;
implementation of the legal framework that make clearance of goods faster; improvement and
harmonization of customs procedures and standards; harmonization of policies between the
LLDCs and transit countries. He noted the need for strengthened cooperation between LLDCs and
transit countries, for innovative solutions to reduce high transport and trade transaction costs.

102. Ambassador Amayo stressed that the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCTA) will
ease the free movement of people, goods and services across the continent, hence transforming the
1.2 billion African population into a seamless investment and growth platform. He then noted the
importance of aligning the AfCTA with the VVPoA to ensure that specific needs of LLDCs are
addressed. He further noted the importance of sustainable financing and capacity building and
technical assistance, from Member States, international organizations and the private sector alike,
to support LLDCso efforts in the implementation of the VPoA. He concluded by restating Kenyads
commitment to poverty eradication, noting synergies between the VPoA and 2030 Agenda.

103. H.E. Mr. Amrit Bahadur Rai, the Permanent Representative of Nepal to the United
Nations
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105. Ambassador Rai indicated that Nepal has signed important agreements with its neighbors on
multimodal connectivity. He continued that important projects are underway on railways, roads,
highway tunnels, international airports and inland waterways. He explained that Nepal also
considers the regional organizations such as SAARC and BIMSTEC as important platforms for
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for technology and finance policies, in which the UN system can play a critical role. At the end of
his statement, Mr. Prasad remarked that with help of long-term partners, LLDCs can pave way for
innovative trade corridors, high speed information corridors, herald new corridors of renewable
energy, technology and create corridors of sustainability and opportunity. He concluded by
reiterating Fijiés continued support.

109. Mr. Thomas Rathmell Woodroffe, Minister Counsellor of the Permanent Mission of
United Kingdom to the United Nations re
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efficient and high capacity seamless single system. In preparation for the production of oil,
construction of key oil roads and the Hoima International Airport are being fast-tracked as part of
the crucial infrastructure required for the Oil and Gas industry. He noted that at the regional level,
Uganda was among the first countries that signed and ratified the African Continental Free Trade
Area Agreement. He stressed that Uganda's economic transformation agenda is based on the
National Development Plan (NDP). He explained that the second NDP running up to 2040 is
currently under implementation. He continued that under the plan, three growth opportunities and
two fundamentals have been identified as having the potential to push the country to middle
income status. He indicated that the growth opportunities include; Agriculture, Tourism, minerals,
oil and gas development, while the fundamental requirements remain infrastructure and human
capital development. He stressed that Uganda believes that investment in the above opportunities
and fundamentals would aim at maximizing sectoral linkages and increasing efficiency in resource
use.

113. Mr. Odida explained that in terms of enabling policies, Uganda further launched the Coffee
2020 Roadmap targeting to increase coffee production to 20 million 60-kilogramme bags per
annum. He noted that statistics indicate that exports earnings from coffee per year can increase to
US$1.5 billion from the current US$ 439.2 million. He continued that the sector has the ability to
attract more than $ 1 billion dollars in financing and investment and improve the livelihoods of 1.2
million households who participate in the coffee value chain. He indicated that Uganda's domestic
revenue mobilization efforts continue to be strengthened. He further explained that over the last
decade, tax revenue has been growing at an average of 17 percent since 2007/08, while tax to GDP
ratio, has been growing at an average of 0.2 percent compared to the annual target 0.5 percent. He
highlighted that the government has directed its efforts towards widening the tax base and
enhancing compliance. He shared that a Domestic Revenue Mobilization Strategy has been
developed to inform reforms in the tax system both in the medium and long term. He concluded
by stressing that the Vienna Programme and Uganda's national development plans are
synchronized in timeframe of implementation. He stressed that the focus of NDPII is to strengthen
the countryds competitiveness for sustainable wealth creation, employment and inclusive growth
embodies the principles of the Vienna Programme of Action.

114. H.E. Mr. Xolisa Mfundiso Mabhongo, Deputy Permanent Representative of South

Africa to the United Nations underscored that progress in implementation of the VPoA has been
mixed

29



115. Mr. Mabhongo underscored the importance of the African Continental Free Trade Area
Agreement in helping address the challenges. He noted that infrastructure development is crucial
for LLDCs and stressed the role of the Programme for Infrastructure Development in Africa
(PIDA). He concluded by highlighting that South Africa, as a transit country, is playing an
important role in facilitating regional integration through the SADC Protocol on trade by reducing
customs duties and other barriers to trade amongst SADC Member States.

116. Mr. Mohamed Traore, Second Counsellor of Permanent Mission of Mali to the United
Nations, shared that since 2012, Mali has experienced multiple crises that hindered Malibs
governmentds efforts. He explained that despite the crises, Mali has been resilient and continued
to implement priorities of development policy and programme with support from bilateral and
multilateral partners. He shared that there is a means to bring together sectoral policy and regional
local strategies to help promote inclusive and sustainable development and to reduce poverty and
inequality. He explained that this incorporates VPoAGs strategic component of economic
sustainable growth. He indicated that Mali, as an agricultural country, feels the full impact of
climate change, characterized by advancement of desertification, impact on fauna and flora, drying
up of river and stream, and rising temperature. He stressed that the midterm review is an ideal
opportunity to see the progress that has been made and the prospect for 2024. He emphasized the
importance of identifying obstacles and constraints. He welcomed the holding of regional reviews.
He continued that due to the assistance provided to Mali by UNCTAD to implement WTO trade
facilitation program, trade logistics and customs clearance procedure have improved.

117. H.E. Mr. Mauro Vieira, the Permanent Representative of Brazil to the United Nations
stressed the importance of support to enable LLDCs to overcome structural macroeconomic
constraints and achieve their full economic and social potential. He explained that Brazil made
contributions to the development of LLDCs through the provision of South-South cooperation. He
explained that such initiatives have flourished in areas such as agriculture, education, health,
capacity building, strengthening of local markets and technical cooperation, involving countries in
need in Latin America, Africa, and Asia. He emphasized that South-South cooperation remains an
important priority for the Brazilian Government, aimed at fostering sustainable development
through human and institutional capacity building and at promoting structural changes to the
socioeconomic reality of our partners. He expressed that he expects the comprehensive high-level
midterm review of the Vienna Programme of Action will renew collective political commitment
to achieving progress in its six mutually reinforcing priority areas, as well as identifying remaining
obstacles and constraints. He communicated that he also expects it to accelerate the
implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals through renewed means of implementation
and the sharing of good practices and lessons learnt.

118. Mr. Odbayar Erdenetsogt, Executive Director of the International Think Tank for

Landlocked Developing Countries, explained that the International Think Tank participated the
first time in the 2"
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recent developments at the ITT-LLDCs. He indicated in 2018 the ITT-LLDCs successfully
transformed from an organization under an interim management scheme to a fully operational
intergovernmental organization for LLDCs. He continued that as of today, 14 LLDCs have
acceded or ratified the multilateral agreement on the establishment of the ITT. He explained that
the current member states of the ITT-LLDCs are Afghanistan, Armenia, Bhutan, Burkina Faso,
Ethiopia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, Lao PDR, Mongolia, Nepal, Paraguay, Tajikistan, Niger
and Azerbaijan. He noted that taking this opportunity, he would like to congratulate the
Government of Azerbaijan for its recent accession to the Multilateral Agreement and its
commitments to the ITT. He indicated that after the entry into force of the Multilateral Agreement
for the Establishment of the ITT-LLDCs on 6 October 2017, the Board of Governors of the ITT
was established, which consists of representatives from all member states that are party to the
multilateral agreement, and organized its first meeting in May 2018.

119. Mr. Erdenetsogt indicated that on June 2018, the intergovernmental inaugural meeting of the
ITT-LLDCs was successfully organized in cooperation with the Government of Mongolia and UN-
OHRLLS. He explained that the Meeting was not only a symbolic event for the inauguration of
the ITT, but was a platform for thematic multilateral discussions on issues of relevance to LLDCs
such as foreign direct investment and economic diversification of LLDCs; ICT connectivity and
LLDCs; and infrastructure development, transit transport corridors0.0000091m 176.54 52.9 515.59 Tm0 g0 (
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effectively utilize the ITT-LLDCs for sharing experiences and know-how, research and addressing
challenges in implementing both the VPoA and SDGs as noted in the Article 64 (j) of the VPoA.

121. H.E. Mr. Ahmed Amdel-Latif, Permanent Observer for the International Renewable
Energy Agency, shared that while the average proportion of the population with access to
electricity in LLDCs has increased, from 49.5 percent in 2014 to 56.3 percent in 2017, LLDCs still
lag behind the world average of 88.8 percent. Renewable energy can help these States tackle that
access gap, as renewable forms now represent the lowest-cost source of new power generation in
most of the world. For its part, he indicated that the Agency is committed to supporting LLDCs
in harnessing these vast benefits. Readiness assessments have already been successfully conducted
in nine of the countries. The Agency is also deploying policy advice and capacity-building through
regional road maps and action plans in Central Asia and Central Africa.

122. Mr. Amdel-Latif informed that IRENA is moving towards further strengthening its support
to countries on the ground to mobilize investments and scale up projects, through new partnerships
and initiatives. To illustrate, the Climate Investment Platform initiative supports countries in
enhancing their NDCs and to facilitate access to de-risked financial resources. Furthermore,
IRENA is also making efforts to strengthen its cooperation with the United Nations in support of
LLDCs. Specifically, Last September, the Director-General of IRENA and the UN High
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V1. High-level Panel on challenges and opportunities for the VPoA and its
interlinkages with the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development

125. In her remarks, H.E. Ms. Mona Juul, President of ECOSOC indicated that overcoming
the unique challenges faced by LLDCs is a priority for the Economic and Social Council. She
explained that this priority is very much in line with the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development,
and its emphasis on countries in special situations. She explained that the sustainable development
of LLDCs will be a crucial part of the decade of action and delivery. She noted that the recent SDG
Summit called for accelerated action to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals by 2030. She
stressed that the Vienna Programme of Action for LLDCs must guide revitalized efforts of the
international community to achieve these goals.

126. Ms. Juul indicated that the 2030 Agenda addresses several key priorities of LLDCs, including:
facilitating sustainable and resilient infrastructure development, providing transport systems,
ensuring economic diversification, technological growth and innovation and not least,
strengthening the means of implementation. She explained that so far, progress in the achievement
of the SDGs in LLDCs has been mixed. She elaborated that there are some encouraging results
such as the fact that in 2005 the proportion of people in LLDCs below the international poverty
line was 42% and this fell to 30% by 2015. She indicated that this is certainly great progress, but
still leaves a third of people in LLDCs in poverty. She also noted that more and more people in
LLDCs have access to safe drinking water and sanitation services. She explained that nevertheless
this number is still only
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2030 Agenda. She stressed that effective implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action and
the SDGs are mutually self-reinforcing.

129. Ms. dUtoikamanu explained that on the one hand, the Vienna Programme of Action helps
turn the attention to context-
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urgency. She indicated that there are also opportunities that have potential to significantly improve
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136. In his remarks H.E. Mr. José Antonio dos Santos, Vice Minister of foreign affairs of
Paraguay
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140. In his remarks, Professor Jeffrey D. Sachs, Director of the UN Sustainable Development
Solutions Network, commissioner of the UN Broadband Commission for Development and
advisor to three United Nations Secretaries-General cited a quote by Adam Smith in Wealth of
Nations (1776): AAs by means of water-carriage a more extensive market is opened to every sort
of industry than what land-carriage alone can afford it, so it is upon the sea-coast, and along the
banks of navigable rivers, that industry of every kind naturally begins to subdivide and improve
itself, and it is frequently not till a long time after that those improvements extend themselves to
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potential of solar power in the world. He continued that solar energy is for the people of Sahara
and also for export. He highlighted that there should be a long-distance transmission system for
this and China has the technology and the financing to help provide that. He also noted that Europe
which will launch decarbonization programme next week also can be the beneficiary.

144. Professor Sachs stressed that we should not view this as a matter of good will but as vast
regions that require major investment. He noted that this investment is what we promised to make
and also that will lead to ample return socially and commercially. He indicated that this will also
require large political backing and cooperation of Europe and China. He also encouraged
cooperation from Japan and Korea. He concluded by stressing the need for investment at large
scale and highlighted that these efforts will lead to global development and peace.

VII. Interactive Panel on promoting trade, trade facilitation and structural
economic transformation in Landlocked Developing Countries

145. The interactive panel on APromoting trade, trade facilitation and structural economic
transformation in Landlocked Developing Countrieso was moderated by Ms. Fekitamoeloa Katoa
0Utoikamanu, Under-Secretary-General, UN-OHRLLS and featured presentations by Mr. Achim
Steiner, Administrator, UNDP; Mr. Yonov Frederick Agah, Deputy Director General, World
Trade Organization (WTO); Ms. Fatou Haidara, Managing Director, the United Nations Industrial
Development Organization (UNIDO); Mr. Kunio Mikuriya, Secretary-General, World Customs
Organization (WCOQO); and Mr. Paul Akiwumi, Director for Africa, Least Developed Countries and
Special Programmes, the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD).

146. In her opening remarks Ms. Fekitamoeloa Katoa dUtoikamanu, highlighted that the Vienna
Programme of Action (VPoA), which is an integral part of the 2030 Agenda, agreed on ambitious
trade targets and that the VPoA foresees a significant increase in the participation of LLDCS in
global trade as well as strengthened value added and manufacturing components of exports of
LLDCs. She noted that midway through the implementation of the VPoA the set targets continued
to be ever more in further reach. She highlighted that the LLDCsb share of merchandise export had
declined from about 1.2 per cent in 2013 to 0.98 per cent in 2018 and that their exports continued
to be concentrated on a few commodities, mostly natural resources, exported at low value addition
and low technology content. She expressed concern that the heavy dependence on commodities
made LLDCs vulnerable to shocks, price fluctuations and the impacts of climate change and that
these undermined the efforts of LLDCs to accelerate sustainable development and benefit from
regional, global flows of knowledge, technology, capital and innovation.

147. In his intervention,
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sustainable development. He indicated that UNDP had just rolled-out 60 Accelerator Labs serving
78 countries and the Labs seek to identify local solutions which can then be scaled-up quickly. He
gave an example of such solutions as farmer discovering a new way to irrigate his crops or a
woman inventing a way to channel solar energy for cleaner fuel. He indicated that 18 LLDCs were
involved in the initiative. He also informed the UNDP was stepping-up its efforts in facilitating
access and aligning public and private finance with the SDGs through the SDG Finance Sector
Hub. He explained that the UNDPds flagship SDG Impact initiative would provide businesses and
investors with much-needed country-level data and SDG investment roadmaps. Such initiatives
are a crucial part of the drive towards introducing innovative financial models and leveraging more
effective resources -- from governments, international financial institutions and even private sector
partners -- to help advance structural economic transformation in LLDCs.

152. Mr. Yonov Frederick Agah, Deputy Director General, World Trade Organization
(WTO) highlighted that LLDCs were a very important constituency of the WTO and that trade
was very important for them as was a strong Multilateral Trading System. He noted that the LLDCs
have very characteristic constraints due to their geographical challenges that affect their ability to
participate in international trade and WTO was aware of the LLDCs challenges and was working
to address their challenges hence the WTO was one of the main implementation partners for the
VPoA and cooperates very closely with OHRLLS to help LLDCs integrate into the multilateral
trading system. He noted that the multilateral trading system that is overseen by the WTO plays a
very important role in supporting inclusive growth, jobs and poverty reduction in LLDCs through
the promotion of trade led structural economic transformation as well as by fostering economic
growth, the efficient reallocation of resources, exploitation of scale economies, technology
spillovers, and raising living standards, trade and income levels, and to enhance the structural
economic transformation of LLDCs.

153. Mr. Agah highlighted that trade and the WTO had contributed significantly to the
unprecedented economic development that had taken place in the last decade and noted that trade
had allowed many developing countries to benefit from the opportunities created by emerging new
markets, to integrate into the world market through global value chains at lower costs and to reap
the rewards from higher world commaodity prices. He further highlighted that the WTO had
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their national sustainable development strategies in view of the crosscutting nature of trade in the
economy.
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161. Ms. Fatou Haidara, Managing Director, the United Nations Industrial Development
Organization (UNIDO) indicated that UNIDO was the specialized agency of the United Nations
that promotes Inclusive and Sustainable Industrial Development for poverty reduction, inclusive
globalization and environmental sustainability. She indicated that LLDCs continued to make
efforts to have industrialization at the core of their development strategies but noted that more
work needed to be done to meet the goals of the VPoA. She highlighted that the industrialization
gap between LLDCs and other developing countries could partly be attributed to the LLDCs
structural vulnerabilities, the absence of adequate infrastructure in transport, logistics, energy, ICT
as well as other factors such as slow regional integration and limited access to quality infrastructure.
She noted that these structural factors had contributed to the low levels of the LLDCds share in
global trade and therefore addressing the LLDCs challenges requires a more holistic approach for
structural economic transformation to allow them to benefit from globalization. She emphasized
the need for creating enabling business climate, build the capacity to export, and as well as building
industrial infrastructure such as industrial parks and economic zones in LLDCs. She stressed that
right policies, infrastructure, skills and a level playing field were also key elements for a conducive
investment climate as well as trade facilitation and trade capacity building, technology transfer
and fostering innovation. She indicated that UNIDO supported LLDCs through dedicated trade
facilitation and trade capacity building programmes and innovative partnerships.

162. She highlighted that the ability of LLDCs to exploit trade opportunities and to access markets
was hampered by the absence of competitive supply capacities and compliance infrastructure and
therefore the focus should be on: building capacity for effective trade and quality policy making,
and providing advice on trade related policies; strengthening the regional and national quality
infrastructures; supporting productive sectors to produce goods that meet international
requirements; promoting food safety and consumer, environmental, social and health protection,
taking into account gender equality and women economic empowerment. She highlighted that
UNIDQGs programme for economic competitiveness, Trade Capacity Building, provided solutions
in the framework of the Aid-For-Trade Initiative to access global markets. She informed that
UNIDO teams up with governments, international organizations, representatives of the public and
the private sectors, financial institutions, academia and civil society to: enhance standardization,
quality, accreditation, metrology and conformity assessment services; enable SMEs to participate
in global value chains, including modernizing agro-industries to increase their export potential,
increase the ability of SMEs to compete in export markets, including forming export oriented
consortia; and develop systems to improve knowledge management and assessment of market
trends.

163. On UNIDOGs innovative partnership approaches she highlighted that UNIDO had been
piloting a new model of country-level engagement based on partnerships and aimed at leveraging
private investment, namely the Programme for Country Partnership (PCP). She informed that the
PCP was an innovative tool to support Member States to achieve long-term inclusive and
sustainable industrial development and meeting SDG 9, industry, innovation and infrastructure.
She reported that Ethiopia, Kyrgyzstan, Zambia and Rwanda were some of the LLDC participating
in the PCP. She highlighted some of the key features of the PCPs as: country ownership; alignment
with national priorities; creation of synergies among partners; enhancing partnerships with the
private sector, multilateral and development finance institutions. She also highlighted that through
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PCPs technical assistance was linked to investments and that it supported governments in
mobilizing large-scale industrial investments from both public and private partners.

164. In concluding her remarks, she highlighted that the 4th Industrial Revolution with its rapid
advances in technology such as Artificial Intelligence, block chains, and Internet of Things,
amongst others, could further widen technology and digital gaps. She called the meetingso attention
to the UNIDOGs Industrial Development Report 2020 entitled filndustrializing in the digital ageo
which contributes to the debate. She reiterated the SGos call to fijoin forces to help the worldds 32
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necessary. He emphasized the importance of standardized data. He explained that WCO developed
a data model, a standardized data set, that addressed not only customs requirement but requirement
of all government agencies. He informed that most countries are using the WTO data model.

169. Mr. Mikuriya stressed that the use of transport corridors was also important for LLDCs and
he emphasized that it was therefore important to ensure that the supply chain functions well. He
emphasized the importance of undertaking Time Release Studies to measure efficiency of border
procedures and to identify bottlenecks. He stressed that it was useful to identify whether the
bottlenecks were caused by custom inefficiency or inefficiency of other agencies or due to
problems of private sector or infrastructure. In conclusion, Mr. Mikuriya called upon leaders to
support customs reforms and stressed that the SDGs were important to the World Customs
Organization. He explained that every year, the organization sets a theme and in year 2020, the
theme is customs fostering sustainability for people, prosperity and planning.

170. Mr. Paul Akiwumi, Director for Africa, Least Developed Countries and Special
Programmes, the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD)
highlighted that the economic dominance of the commaodities sectors in the LLDCs had meant that
their growth, and wider development prospects were largely determined by commodity prices and
their poor trade performance was largely due to commodity-price trends. He indicated that
UNCTAD had carried out extensive research which found out that the commodity-driven
development model has several disadvantages including that the benefits of growth tend to be
highly concentrated, commodity-driven growth tends to be volatile and that commodity
dependence makes industrialization harder to achieve. He emphasized that if LLDCs were to
achieve the goals of the VPoA, they needed to support structural transformation, and diversify
their economies away from commodity dependence. He informed that UNCTAD planned to
launch a new Productive Capacities Index which could be a useful tool to guide the efforts of the
LLDCs.

171. Mr. Akiwumi indicated that UNCTAD had identified a number of sectors and products where
LLDCs hold substantial potential for export diversification. He noted that recent UNCTAD study
of several Asian LLDCs found that all of them have potential in at least two of the following four
sectors, such as agro-processing, light manufacturing, Information and Communications
Technology (ICT), and tourism. In identifying these sectors, he indicated that they looked at both
the supply and demand sides of the economy and also studied the potential export markets for
specific products. He emphasized that harnessing diversification opportunities required a series of
policies and concerted actions from national governments and the international community and
these ranged from sector-specific support, to broader economy-wide policies, for example, the
sector-specific level policies could include targeted tax incentives, or improved access to finance.
In the case of the tourism sector, he indicated that the interventions needed may include increased
foreign marketing, improvements in the quality of services delivered, and the lifting of certain visa
restrictions.

172. With regard to transport and trade facilitation he highlighted that there was need to improve
the hard and soft infrastructure for trade and transport in the LLDCs and this included efforts to
support trade facilitation. He highlighted that the implementation of the WTO Trade Facilitation
Agreement can make an important difference but also emphasized the need to improve domestic
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transport infrastructure, and to ensure that it was aligned with the needs of targeted sectors, not
just the extractive or primary commodities sectors. He stressed the need to ensure that a greater
proportion of Aid for Trade Funds are allocated to the LLDCs. He noted that at the time, only
about 16% of Aid for Trade funds were allocated to the LLDCs.

173. Mr. Akiwumi also indicated that UNCTAD had found that energy policy was essential for

supporting structural transformation, and economic diversification and therefore energy policies
must go beyond increasing household acc
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first in the region in the World Bankds Doing Business rankings as a result of deliberate actions
such as for example working to ensure competitive access for businesses to energy and electricity.
She added that Rwanda has also invested in logistics platforms and dry ports to allow companies
to be able to process goods from Rwanda and to build links with different ports in the region. She
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including LLDCs, and a major milestone in strengthening regional integration. She explained that
the AfCFTA can for example help the implementation of the pharmaceutical manufacturing plan
for Africa and can also an instrument in facilitating LL
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global terms. He explained that Paraguay has performed well in terms of transport infrastructure
investment, including inland road improvements and railway restorations, but it faces bottlenecks
in terms of its road network, only 9% of which are paved, and improvements are also required to
internal waterways and signalling, improving PPPs and improving airports. Meanwhile, Bolivia
has built tunnels and roads, including two-way roads, and works tirelessly to improve access to
navigation systems, with its private sector investing significantly in these efforts.

189. Despite the good progress however, Mr. Sanchez highlighted that for both countries, more
efficiency gains are needed. He mentioned two initiatives under way that are crucial for the LLDCs.
Firstly, the connection from Paraguay to east Brazil through the construction of a Murtinho bridge
which will allow East-West connect
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198. It was recognized that ICTs could help LLDCs leapfrog in many areas, including through
enhanced efficiency and access to regional and global value chains as well as integration into e-
commerce. At the same time, infrastructure gaps, high cost of ICT services, and high cost of
accessing submarine cables were highlighted as preventing LLDCs to fully harnessing the
development potential of ICT. The need to enhance support to LLDCs to address the digital divide
and ensure that they were integrated into the digital economy as well as e-commerce was therefore
emphasized. Developing countries and LLDCs were encouraged to join the e-commerce
negotiations in the WTO, with a view to contribute to the shaping of the future multilateral
regulations on digital trade.

199. The need to build the capacity of the MSMEs and the indigenous private sector, including
building their capacity to participate in international trade as well enhancing access to trade finance
was stressed. It was noted that the LLDCs were making efforts to diversify their economies and
add value to their products, but that without meaningful structural transformation, they will be
unable to make real progress towards VPOA and may risk missing the SDG
targets. Recommendations were made to harness the LLDCs potential and bring about structural
transformation. It was recognized that there were opportunities that could be exploited, including
adding value to LLDCs6 commodities and developing downstream industries.

200. There was a common understanding that the financing needs of LLDCs far exceed the levels
of development finance available from traditional sources. Greater attraction of FDI, strengthening
of regulatory framework for PPPs, leveraging innovative financing mechanisms and emergence of
impact investing were all discussed as avenues to help fill part of this financial gap. Furthermore,
deliberate efforts that are needed to enhance the role of the private sector were stressed. Calls were
made for greater capacity building support for LLDCs, in areas such as implementation of the
provisions of international agreements, transit and trade facilitation, statistical capacity building to
monitor progress on SDGs and VPoA.

X. Closing

201. Closing Address by H.E. Mr. Tijjani Muhammad-Bande, President of the General
Assembly. H.E. Mr. Tijjani Muhammad-Bande expressed his appreciation for everyoneds
participation in the deliberations and extended his gratitude to LLDCs for sharing their experiences.
He welcomed the solidarity demonstrated by delegations from transit countries, developed states,
as well as stakeholders from Observer delegations, the United Nations system, and members of
civil society. He indicated that the Political Declaration adopted on 5 December 2019 set the
foundation for discussions which enhanced the understanding of both the challenges of, and
opportunities for, LLDCs.

202. H.E. Mr. Tijjani Muhammad-Bande stressed that we must ensure continued dialogue into
2020 and beyond, to live up to our promise to leave no one behind. He further emphasized the
need to seize the momentum further generated around the Midterm Review to redouble efforts to
the implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action. He indicated that by doing so we will at
the same time work towards meeting the targets of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.
He explained that this is critical as we enter the Decade of Action and Delivery. The President of
the General Assembly noted that LLDCs should be supported in the fulfillment of the objectives
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set out in the Vienna Programme for Action. He called on Member States to support LLDCs and
this involves collaborating with all partners inclu
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continued support to the sustainable development of LLDCs. She stressed that her office will
continue, together with Partners, to mobilize support to this end.
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Annex 1:

Political Declaration of the High-
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empowerment of all women and girls will make a crucial contribution to the
achievement of the Vienna Programme of Action.

5. We recognize the importance of unfettered, efficient and cost-effective
access for landlocked developing countries to and from the sea, on the basis of
freedom of transit and other related matters, in accordance with the applicable
rules of international law.

Review and assessment of progress, gaps and challenges

6.  We take note of the report of the Secretary-General on the implementation
of the Vienna Programme of Action® and recognize the many efforts at all levels
made by landlocked developing countries and transit countries, with the support
of development partners, and the progress achieved since 2014, building on the
Almaty Programme of Action.® At the same time, we remain concerned that the
progress made is not enough for landlocked developing countries to achieve the
Vienna Programme of Action targets and sustainable development. We note with
concern that one third of the population of landlocked developing countries is
still living in extreme poverty, the prevalence of moderate to severe food
insecurity persists, the average human development index of landlocked
developing countries lags behind the world average and economic growth of
landlocked developing countries has declined during the review period.

7. We commend those landlocked developing countries that have met the
criteria for graduation from least developed country status.

8. We recognize that a key challenge faced by landlocked developing
countries is the lack of reliable and regular data to inform policy and ensure
follow-
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11. Progress has been made in landlocked developing countries and transit
developing countries towards the expansion and upgrading of railways, roads,
ports, air transport and inland waterways. Some missing links have been closed,
and regional integration has been strengthened, but limited connectivity of
landlocked developing countries remains one of the main obstacles to their
enhanced trade integration.

12.  We note that infrastructure in landlocked developing countries for the
production, supply, transmission and distribution of modern and renewable
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27. We commend the greater international attention that has been given to
landlocked developing countries since the adoption of the Vienna Programme
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monitoring of and reporting on the implementation of the Vienna Programme of
Action.

65. We call upon the Secretary-General to continue to mobilize the resources
necessary to enable the Landlocked Developing Countries Unit of the Office of
the High Representative to fulfil its mandate in support of the landlocked
developing countries.

Third United Nations Conference on Landlocked Developing Countries
66. We invite the General Assembly to consider holding the third United
Nations Conference on Landlocked Developing Countries in 2024.

39th plenary meeting
5 December 2019
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Annex 2: List of Participating Countries and Organizations

1. Afghanistan 35. Cyprus

2. Algeria 36. Czech Republic

3. Andorra 37. Dijibouti

4. Argentina 38. Dominica

5. Armenia 39. Dominican Republic
6. Australia 40. Ecuador

7. Austria 41. Egypt

8. Azerbaijan 42. El Salvador

9. Bahamas 43. Eritrea

10. Bahrain 44, Estonia
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69. Kazakhstan 105. Panama

70. Kenya 106. Papua New Guinea
71. Kuwait 107. Paraguay

72. Kyrgyzstan 108. Philippines

73. LaoPDR 109. Poland

74. Latvia 110. Portugal
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