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Summary 
On 22 September 2016, the Foreign Ministers of the Group of Landlocked 

Developing Countries (LLDCs) held their 15
th

 Annual Meeting in New York in the 

sidelines of the 71
st 

session of the General Assembly’s high-level general debate from 

10:00am to 1:00 pm in conference room 5 at the United Nations Headquarters in New 

York. H.E. Mr. Munkh-Orgil Tsend, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Mongolia chaired 

the first hour of the Ministerial Meeting in his capacity as the Vice Chair of the Group 

of Landlocked Developing Countries. Thereafter, H.E. Mr. Damcho Dorji, Minister 

for Foreign Affairs of Bhutan chaired the remaining period of the Meeting in his 

capacity as bureau member.  

 

The Meeting was centered on the theme “Harnessing Coherence in the 

Implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the Vienna 

Programme of Action”. It was acknowledged in the Meeting that the recognition of 

LLDCs and the awareness of their special needs and challenges have increased 

globally as evidenced by the increased number of references to the LLDCs in recent 

international development frameworks including the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development, the Adds Ababa Action Agenda and the Sendai Framework for Disaster 

Risk Reduction.  

 

Ministers and representatives of LLDCs shared their experience on the achievements 

made in the implementation of the six priority areas of the VPoA, namely: (1) 

Fundamental Transit Policy Issues; (2) Infrastructure Development and Maintenance; 

(3) International Trade and Trade Facilitation; (4) Regional Integration and 

Cooperation; (5) Structural Economic Transformation; and (6) Means of 

Implementation. They stressed that despite the impressive progress made by the 

LLDCs as a Group, geographical constraints and inadequate infrastructure continued 
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Agenda and other development processes including the Paris Agreement on Climate 

Change, the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction, the outcome document 

of UNCTAD 14 and others. At the end of the meeting, Ministers of LLDCs adopted a 

Ministerial Communiqué, which called for all stakeholders to work together to 

effectively implement the VPoA. 
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A. Introduction 

 
1. The Government of the Republic of Zambia and Chair of the LLDC Group in 

collaboration with the United Nations Office of the High-Representative for the 

Least Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island 

Developing States (UN-

http://unohrlls.org/custom-content/uploads/2016/09/DESA.docx
http://unohrlls.org/custom-content/uploads/2016/09/DESA.docx
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter/speeches/2016/09/22/helen-clark-speech-to-the-fifteenth-annual-meeting-of-foreign-affairs-ministers-of-landlocked-developing-countries-lldcs-.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter/speeches/2016/09/22/helen-clark-speech-to-the-fifteenth-annual-meeting-of-foreign-affairs-ministers-of-landlocked-developing-countries-lldcs-.html
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and Social Affairs, commended LLDC Governments for their energetic 

engagements during the negotiations on the SDGs. He underlined that the theme 

of the meeting was very timely and that fostering coherence in the implementation 

of the 2030 Agenda and the VPoA was a priority for the High-level Political 

Forum.  

 

13. Mr. Wu Hongbo also called for aligning the 2030 Agenda and the VPoA with 

other development frameworks including: Addis Ababa Action Agenda, the Paris 

Climate Agreement, Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction, the Outcome 

Document of the UNCTAD XIV, and the Geneva Declaration adopted by the 

Fifth Meeting of Trade Ministers of LLDCs.  

 

14. He concluded his remarks by assuring the meeting that DESA has made and 

would continue to make renewed efforts in collaboration with OHRLLS to 

provide unrelenting support to Member States in the coherent implementation of 

the SDGs, to harness synergies of all aforementioned agendas, and to tailor 

support to each country’s specific circumstances.  

 

15. In her statement, Ms. Helen Clark, Administrator of UNDP, highlighted four 

strategic actions needed to accelerate the implementation of the VPoA and the 

2030 Agenda at the country level: (1) supporting the mainstreaming of the VPoA 

into national agendas and accelerating the integration of the SDGs into national 

plans, strategies and budgets; (2) greater international support for LLDCs; (3) 

harmonizing reporting systems for the two agendas; and (4) continued strong 

national leadership for the implementation of SDGs and the VPoA including 

dedicated support from national and international partners for sufficient resources 

to meet the special needs of LLDCs.  

 

16. Ms. Helen Clark stressed that supporting LLDCs on the implementation of the 

two agendas was a high priority for UNDP. She highlighted the achievements 
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22. In his statement, H.E. Mr. Sirodjidin Aslov, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the 
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Group to continue close interaction and advance common interests that are 

included in the VPoA and SDGs, and to especially support their initiative of the 

Second World Nomad Games. 

 

26. H.E. Monsieur Stÿphane Sanou, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Burkina 

Faso, noted that the VPoA was an integral part of the 2030 Agenda, which 

required a coherent and integrated implementation.  He stressed the importance of 

financing, capacity-building and technological support needed to achieve the 

objectives of the two programmes. He noted that major programs in the field of 

transportation were underway in Burkina Faso to reduce the geographic 

disadvantage via the Transport Sector Program (Programme sectorial des 

transports), and the sub-regional and regional initiatives. The activities led to an 

increase of more than 50% of paved road network, rehabilitatio
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towards infrastructure development, particularly roads and railways linking the 

country with the Asian Highway and Trans-Asian Railway networks;  accession to 

the WTO in early 2013, which led to the deepening of economic integration into 

the regional and global economies and resulted in the substantial increase in trade 

and services; and participation in the ASEAN Economic Community and free 

trade areas. He underlined, however, that despite the progress that has been 

achieved; his country still faced challenges and needs more coherent and 

comprehensive cooperation with neighboring countries and development partners 

in addressing the special development needs of the country.  

 

30. 
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increase export competitiveness. He also encouraged all delegations to actively 

participate in the sustainable transpo
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by Zambia to address the six priorities of VPoA. He noted that Zambia in 

conjunction with other LLDCs and transit countries in the sub-region had 

developed supportive institutional frameworks, such as transport and trade 

facilitation bodies or coordination committees, road funds and border facilities. 

Further, Zambia had engaged neighboring Countries and has signed simplified 

trade agreements and Bilateral Transport Agreements with countries such as 

Angola, Botswana, Congo Democratic Republic, Namibia and Tanzania 

respectively in an effort to harmonize trade and transport policies. Zambia has 

prioritized infrastructure development cutting across all sectors and aims to 

transform itself into a hub in the areas of Information Communication 

Technology, Power Generation and Distribution, Tourism and transport 

Facilitation, among others. Zambia is undertaking joint projects such as the 

Kasungula Bridge with Botswana. He indicated that Zambia is focusing on value 

addition to mineral processing and agricultural primary products as well as 

promoting tourism and crop diversification as these have the greatest potential to 

contribute to rapid diversification of the economy. He finally called for the 

establishment of special windows and facilities such as a dedicated fund for 

LLDCs to complement implementation of the programmes and activities of 

member states.  

 

42. H.E. Mr. Durga Prasad Bhattarai, Ambassador/Permanent Representative of 

Nepal to the United Nations, emphasized that the VPoA should be implemented 

effectively in full synergy and perfect coherence with the Sendai Framework on 

Disaster Risk Reduction, the Addis Ababa Action Agenda, the 2030 Agenda and 

the Paris Agreement. Mr. Durga Prasad Bhattarai expressed appreciation to 

Nepal’s immediate transit neighbours, India, China and Bangladesh for their 

understanding, goodwill and support throughout. He stressed that freedom of 

transit should not be constrained under any circumstances or pretext to disrupt the 

flow of goods and services which must be fully and unconditionally adhered to by 

all transit countries. He also highlighted the importance of development and 

maintenance of transport infrastructure linking the LLDCs with their transit 

countries and the necessity of an enhanced level of foreign investment for 

infrastructure development.  

 

43.
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Communique. He noted that the Communique reaffirms the LLDC Group’s 
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G. Ministerial Communiqué  

 
We, the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of Landlocked Developing Countries (LLDCs), 

have met at the United Nations Headquarters in New York, on 22
nd

 September 2016, 

on the occasion of the 71
st
 session of the General Assembly of the United Nations, 

and have held our deliberations under the theme “Harnessing coherence in the 

implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the Vienna 

Programme of Action”,  

 

Recognizing that the lack of territorial access to the sea, aggravated by remoteness 

from world markets and high transit costs and risks, impose serious constraints on 

export earnings, private capital inflow and domestic resource mobilization of LLDCs 

and therefore adversely affects their overall sustainable development,  

 

Recalling the Almaty Declaration and the Almaty Programme of Action: Addressing 

the special needs of the landlocked developing countries within a new global 

framework for transit cooperation for landlocked and transit developing countries, 

adopted in August 2003, 

 

Recalling the Vienna Programme of Action for LLDCs for the Decade 2014-2024, 

adopted in November 2014 (A/RES/69/137), which provides a comprehensive plan of 
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September 2015, under the theme: “Linking Landlocked Developing Countries to 

Global Opportunities”,  

 

Recalling further the Ministerial Meeting of the Group of LLDCs at the margins of 

the 10th Ministerial Conference of the WTO held in Nairobi, Kenya on 16 December 

2015,  

 

Welcoming the declaration adopted at the Fifth Meeting of Trade Ministers of LLDCs 

held in June 2016 in Geneva under the theme - Harnessing the trade potential of the 

LLDCs to accelerate the implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action and the 

2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development,  

 

Recalling the outcome documents of the fourteenth session of the United Nations 

Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD XIV), held on Nairobi, Kenya, 

from 17 to 22 July 2016, and the Ministerial Communiqué of the Landlocked 

Developing Countries adopted on 16 July 2016 prior to that session,  

 

Recalling also the Call for Action adopted at the High Level Symposium on SDG 6 

and Targets: Ensuring that No One is Left Behind in Access to Water and Sanitation, 

held in Dushanbe, Tajikistan, from 9 to 11 August 2016,  

 

Welcoming also the Ministerial Declaration of the 2016 High-level Political Forum on 

Sustainable Development convened under the auspices of the Economic and Social 

Council on the theme “Ensuring than no one is left behind”,  

 

Recalling Resolutions 700 (XXXVI) and 711 (XXXVI) adopted at the Thirty-Sixth 

Session of the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean, 

resolution 71/3 adopted by the seventy-first session of the Economic and Social 

Commission for Asia and the Pacific and resolution 934(XLVIII) adopted by the 

Eighth Joint Annual Meetings of the African Union Specialized Technical Committee 

on Finance, Monetary Affairs, Economic Planning and Integration and the Economic 

http://www.cepal.org/en/
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integrated and indivisible and balance the three dimensions of sustainable 

development – economic, social and environmental. It is a plan of action for 

people, planet and prosperity that also seeks to strengthen universal peace in 
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DC. We stress that the Forum should address the infrastructure needs of the 

landlocked developing countries in a focused manner; 

 

16. We stress that cooperation on fundamental transit policies, laws and 
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29. We welcome the Paris Agreement as a means to take urgent action to combat 

climate change and its impacts, which is one of the Goals of the 2030 Agenda. 

We look forward to its prompt entry into force and ambitious action by all, as 

well as the mobilization of resources to assist its implementation;  

 

30. We request strengthening a regional integration framework; transit countries 
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35. We appreciate 
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Action into their programme of work, to support the implementation of the 

Vienna Programme of Action within their existing mandates;  

 

42. We stress that in accordance with the mandate given by the General Assembly, 

the Office of the High Representative for the Least Developed Countries, 

Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States should 

continue to ensure coordinated follow-up to and effective monitoring of and 

reporting on the implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action, and to 

undertake advocacy efforts at the national, regional and global levels. We also 

stress that the Office, in collaboration with other relevant stakeholders, should 

continue to work on developing relevant indicators for measuring the progress 

on implementing the Programme of Action in landlocked developing 

countries, within their existing mandates;  

 

43. We invite partner countries and the international financial and development 

institutions to make voluntary contributions to the Trust Fund established by 

the Secretary- General to support the activities related to the follow-up to the 

implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action;  

 

44. We call on and encourage all LLDCs that have not yet done so to ratify the 

Multilateral Agreement for the Establishment of an International Think Tank 

for Landlocked Developing Countries, in order to bring it into the full 

operation for the benefits of all LLDCs members, which will contribute to 

strengthening our capacity to undertake research and analysis and to 

negotiating for and benefit from bilateral and multilateral trade and transit 

agreements; 

 

45. We welcome the project entitled “The Research on Economic Diversification 

of LLDCs: Cases of Mongolia, Bhutan, Nepal and Paraguay” which will be 

implemented by the International Think Tank for Landlocked Developing 

Countries from 1 January 2017 that will provide important evidence-based 

policy recommendations to assist the LLDCs on how to build their productive 

capacities, diversify their economies and undergo structural transformation;  

 

46. We welcome the High-Level Seminar: “Accelerating Sustainable Energy for 

all in LLDCs through Innovative Partnerships” that will be held in Vienna, 

Austria, from 24 to 25 October 2016, and further reaffirm the importance of 

universal access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy 

services for all;  

 

47. We welcome the High-Level Meeting on Sustainable Transport of Landlocked 

Developing Countries that will be held in Santa Cruz, Bolivia, from 13 to 14 

October 2016 and the first Global Sustainable Transport Conference that will 

be held in Ashgabat, Turkmenistan, from 26 to 27 November 2016. The 

outcomes of these meetings will feed into the process of defining new 

strategies, cooperation initiatives and policy recommendations on trade and 

transport issues in line with the Agenda 2030;  

 

48. We reaffirm our strong commitment to the full implementation of the Vienna 

Programme of Action for LLDCs that is an integral part of the Agenda 2030. 
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Furthermore, we call for a revitalized, renewed and strengthened global 

partnership between landlocked developing countries and the transit countries, 

their development partners and other stakeholders;  

 

49. We welcome the establishment of the Group of Friends of the LLDCs and 

appreciate the efforts undertaken by the Group of Friends in the 

implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action for LLDCs, and 

encourage their continued engagement to assis6.02 7iudn the process of addressing 

the special challenges and needs of the LLDCs;  

 

50. We appreciate the important role played by the Office of the High 
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H. 
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10. Ethiopia 

 H.E. Dr. Tedros Adhanom, Minister of Foreign Affairs 

 Eshete Tilahur, Minister Counsellor, Eshetetilahun05@gmail.com 

 

11. Kazakhstan 

  H.E. Mr. Yerzhan Ashikbayev, Deputy Foreign Minister of the Republic 

of Kazakhstan  

 Ms. Aigerim Bozzhigitova, First Secretary, Permanent Mission of the 

Republic of Kazakhstan to the United Nations, abozz.un.kz@gmail.com 

 

12. Kyrgyzstan 

 H.E. Mr. Erlan Abdyldaev, Minister of Foreign Affairs  

 Ms. Madina Karabaeva, First Secretary, Karabaeva.mfa@gmail.com 

 

13.  Lao PDR 

 H.E Mr. Saleumxay KOMMASITH, Minister of Foreign Affairs; 

 Mr. Maythong, THAMMAVONGSA, Minister Counselor, Deputy 

Permanent Representative of the Lao PDR to the UN 

 Mr. Daovy VONGXAY, Director of International Organizations 

Department, Ministry of Foreign Affairs  

 Mr. Khamphinh Philakone, Kp.phinh@gmail.com, 666-283-5662 

 

14.  Lesotho 

 Ms. Moipone Lethobane, mlethobane@gmail.com 

 

15.  Malawi  

 Hon. Francis Kasaila, Minister of Foreign Affairs and International 

Cooperation of the Republic of Malawi 

 H.E. Mr. Necton Mhura, Permanent Representative 

 Mr. Francis Mponda, Assistant Director of Political affairs 

 Ms. Chrissie Mahuka, First Secretary, chrissie.mahuka@gmail.com 

 

16. Moldova 

 Mr. Lilian Darii, Deputy Foreign Minister, Republic of Moldova, 

Lilian.devii@mfa.md 

 Mr. Vlad Lupan, PR of Rep. of Moldova, unmoldova@aol.com 

 

17. Mongolia  

 H.E. Mr. Munkh-Orgil Tsend, Minister for Foreign Affairs,  

 Ambassador Sukhbold Sukhee, Permanent Representative of Mongolia to 

the United Nations 

 Mr. G. Battungalag, Director of the Multilateral Cooperation Department, 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

 Mr. E. Odbayar, Interim Director, International Think Tank for LLDCs 

 Mr. B. Chinuukhei, Counsellor, Permanent Mission of Mongolia, 

Chinuukhei2012@gmail.com , popo_chinee@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

mailto:Eshetetilahun05@gmail.com
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18.  
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 Mr. Kaswamu Katota, First Secretary, Permanent Mission of the Republic of 

Zambia to the United Nations, chriskatota@gmail.com 

 

26.  Zimbabwe 

 H.E. Mr. Simbarashe Mumbengegwi, Minister for Foreign Affairs  

 Mr. Onismo Chigejo, Counsellor, Permanent Mission of the Republic of 

Zimbabwe to the United Nations, ochigejo@gmail.com 

 

ECO 

 Mr. Ahsan Ali Mayi, Deputy Secretary General, Dsg-tc@eco.int; 

ahsanalli@gmail.com  

 

UNDP 

 Ms. Helen Clark, Administrator 

 Mr. Ayodele Odusola, Chief Economist & Head, Strategy and Analysis Team, 

UNDP Africa, Ayodele.odusola@undp.org, 212-906-5905 

 Ms. Rositsa Todorova, Policy Specialist, Executive Office of the 

Administrator, rositsa.todorova@undp.org (212) 906 5069  

 

DESA 

 Mr. Wu Hongbo, Under-Secretary-General 

 Ms. Irena Zubcovic, Chief, SIDS Oceans and Climate Change Branch 

DSD/DESA, Zubcevic@un.org, 212-963-4528 

 Ms. Lin Yang, yangl@un.org 

 

Office of the Special Adviser on Africa (OSAA) 

 David Mehdi Hamam, Director, hamamm@un.org 
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