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  Annex to the letter dated 10 October 2023 from the Permanent 

Representative of Nepal to the United Nations addressed to the 

Secretary-General  
 

 

  Ministerial Declaration of the Least Developed Countries  
 

 

  New York, 21 September 2023 
 

1. We, the Ministers and Head of Delegations of the least developed countries, 

having met in New York on 21 September 2023 on the theme “Translating the 

ambitious Doha commitments into tangible actions to accelerate the implementation 

of the 2023 Agenda” aimed at providing strategic guidance on how LDCs can 

overcome the impacts of the ongoing crises and build resilience against future shocks 

through accelerated implementation of the Doha Programme of Action for the Least 

Developed Countries for the Decade 2022-2031.  

2. We reaffirm the Doha Programme of Action for LDCs for 2020 to 2031. We 

welcome the Doha Political Declaration adopted during the second part of the Fifth 

United Nations Conference on LDCs held in Doha, Qatar from 5-9 March 2023 in 

which the Heads of State and Government and representatives of States strongly 

committed themselves to the implementation of the Doha Programme of Action 

throughout the coming decade.  

3. We appreciate the State of Qatar for its continued commitment to support the 

implementation of DPoA. We also acknowledge and appreciate the support of 

UN-OHRLLS for substantive and organizational preparation of the Conference.  

4. We recognize that the multiple and widespread impacts of the COVID-19 

pandemic, conflicts and climate change have brought about a deterioration in the 

situation of food security, energy security, global trade and market stability, which is 

putting the very viability of achieving Sustainable Development Goals by 2030 and 

the implementation of the Doha Programme of Action at great risk. [ECOSOC 

resolution on LDCs 2023. We, therefore, call for a comprehensive transformation of 
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scaled-up WBG and other MDB financing, catalyzing substantial private finance and 

innovative financing instruments to bridge the financing gap and achieve  inclusive 

and sustainable development in LDCs. [para 23 of MD 2022].  

19. We welcome the commitment of development partners to ensuring the fulfilment 

of all ODA commitments to least-developed countries, ensuring the alignment of aid 

with least developed countries’ national priorities and increasing the alignment of aid 

with least developed countries’ national systems and procedures. [Senegal: We 

welcome the decision by the European Union by which it reaffirms its collective 

commitment to achieving the target of 0.7 per cent of gross national income for ODA 

within the time frame of the 2030 Agenda and undertakes to reach 0.20 per cent of 

gross national income for ODA to the least developed countries within the time frame 

of the 2030 Agenda. We encourage ODA providers to consider setting a target to 

provide at least 0.20 per cent of gross national income for ODA to the least developed 

countries. We are encouraged by those that are allocating at least 50 per cent of their 

ODA to the least developed countries.[para 24 of MD 2022].  

20. We reiterate our call to official creditors to make long-term sustainable 

financing available to least developed countries through grants and concessional 

funding and to offer more fixed-interest lending at low-interest rates, emphasizing 

that this is part of a mix of financing approaches that also include grants.  [para 26 of 

MD 2022]. We welcome the global ambition to voluntarily channel $100 billion of 

unused SDRs to developing and least developing countries that need liquidity support 

and urge further pledges to meet that goal.  

21. We recognize that least developed countries can derive significant benefit from 

a universal, rules-based, open, transparent, predictable, inclusive, non-discriminatory 

and equitable multilateral trading system under WTO. We call for full implementation 

of the WTO ministerial decisions on LDCs. We recall the commitment of the 

international community to contribute to strengthening e-commerce in least 

developed countries by building digit]䠀 �aomystems ࡀnd 



A/78/528 
 

 

23-19937 6/9 

 

23. We note with concern that the stock of debt and debt service payment obligations 

of least developed countries increased significantly. The share of government 

revenues spent on servicing the debt rose to 17.0 per cent in 2022, from 15.6 per cent 

in 2021. We call upon the development partners, multilateral development banks, 

international financial institutions, commercial and private creditors and other 

stakeholders to undertake urgent measures to address the debt problems of LDCs 

through coordinated policies and measures aimed at fostering adequate debt 

financing, debt relief, debt restructuring and sound debt management, and ensuring 

that debt relief does not detract from ODA resources intended to be available for least 

developed countries. [para 32 and 33 of MD 2022].  

24. We reiterate our conviction that no country graduating from the least developed 

country category should have its development progress disrupted or reversed. We 

welcome that the United Nations graduation process helps to ensure that no 

graduating country has its special and differential treatment measures and exemptions 

reduced abruptly. We invite development and trading partners to consider extending 

to the graduated country trade preferences previously made available as a result of 

least developed country status or reducing them in a phased manner in order to avoid 

their abrupt reduction. We note that the Group of Least Developed Countries put 
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