£4Fon. | UN-OHRLLS

Consultative Meeting (retreat) on the Third United Nations Conference on
LLDCs (LLDC3)

SESSION 2: Deepening resilient connectivity and promoting unfettered transit system
to improve LLDCs’ competitiveness in regional and global trading system.

Friday February 2, 2024
11:10 " 12:40
ISSUES PAPER

The 32 landlocked developing countries (LLDCs)
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Furthermore, the ODA to LLDCs declined by15 percent in 2021, falling below 2015 levels. Many LLDCs grapple
with mounting debt burdens, limited fiscal space, and rising borrowing costs, with an average external debt stock
amounting to 52% of GDP. *Various infrastructure support facilities, available with the Multilateral Development
Banks (MDBSs), the G20 Global Infrastructure Hub, the OECD Infrastructure Platform, and the Asian Infrastructure


https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/sites/9789264307711-4-en/index.html?itemId=/content/component/9789264307711-4-en#figure-d1e1554
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/sites/9789264307711-4-en/index.html?itemId=/content/component/9789264307711-4-en#figure-d1e1554
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Guiding questions

1. What are the key challenges and barriers that LLDCs face in achieving seamless transport connectivity
with their transit coastal countries, to promote deeper regional integration? What are some of the best
practices?

2. How can strategic investments in both hard (physical infrastructure) and soft (policy, regulatory, and
logistics frameworks) aspects of transport connectivity be leveraged to enhance resilience and
competitiveness?

3. How can LLDCs leverage the existing infrastructure investment finance facilities to meet their financing
needs for resilient infrastructure?

4. How can development partners, regional organizations and the private sector collaborate with LLDCs to
support efforts in enhancing transport connectivity and facilitating the movement of goods and people
across borders, thereby promoting intra-regional economic growth and development?



