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most of the international conventions and agreements related to transit and trade facilitation. 
Some coastal countries that serve as, or have the potential to serve as, important transit 
countries, such as Bangladesh, Cambodia, Myanmar, Thailand and Vietnam, are also not yet 
parties to the important TIR Convention. Lack of effective implementation of the conventions 
and agreements is also a major problem due, mainly, to the absence of necessary policies, 
regulations and infrastructures, and the lack of trust between neighbouring countries. 
 
The United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (
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Recommendations: 

1. The Euro-Asian LLDCs and their transit neighbours that are yet to accede to relevant 
international, regional and sub-regional agreements on transit, transport and trade 
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6. Innovative and alternative measures adopted to address disruptions caused by COVID-19 

pandemic and the war in Ukraine, including through the use of ICT and modern technologies, 
are important lessons to consider and ma



DRAFT 
 
Recommendations: 

1. There is a need to expand all modes of transport infrastructure in the Euro-Asian LLDCs. The 
missing links in road and rail transport in the identified networks within the region and sub-
regions need to be completed. Greater emphasis should be placed on railways, to the extent 
possible, given their time and cost efficiency and relatively low emissions compared to other 
modes of transport. It is also necessary to ensure harmonization of technical and regulatory 
standards, and harmonization and interoperability in transport infrastructure. 
 

2. In developing transport and related infrastructure, it is necessary to identify the most useful 
and necessary projects that could provide better returns in the future so as to make them 
effectively operational and avoid unnecessary debt burdens. Importantly, in developing new 
infrastructures or maintaining old ones, improving the quality of infrastructure should be 
highly prioritized. 

 
3. Euro-Asian LLDCs are encouraged to make good use of the opportunities offered by the ITIO, 

which offers a multi-stakeholder, web-based Geographic Information System (GIS) platform 
hosting data on a large variety of transport infrastructure networks and nodes across 
different modes including road, rail, inland waterways, ports, airports, intermodal terminals, 
logistics centers and border crossing points. It is devised as an online platform where 
governments find the data to prepare, benchmark and present their transport infrastructure 
projects, and Multilateral Development Banks can consider, analyze, and compare projects 
from a regional/international perspective and identify those they wish to finance. 

4. There is a need to address problems of ageing port infrastructure, inefficiencies of cargo 
handling services, long ship turnaround and long container dwell time, lack of space and 
congestions at ports and on access routes at seaport terminals, and lack of financing and 
investment (e.g., for deeper approaching channels/berths, modern cargo handling 
equipment and storage facilities); among others. 

5. Development of transport infrastructure should importantly consider the changing trends, 
such as the promotion and use of electric vehicles, for both passenger and goods transport. 
It is also essential to consider the potential impacts of climate change on infrastructure and 
thus incorporate sustainability and resilience in infrastructure development. LLDCs and 
transit countries should be provided access to the know-how and emerging technologies in 
infrastructure development in this respect. 

II. Energy infrastructure 

Euro-Asian LLDCs have made considerable progress in the development and maintenance of 
infrastructure for hydropower, solar and wind energy to gradually make the transition to 
sustainable and clean energy. LLDCs with hydropower potential have attracted domestic and 
foreign investment for hydropower development. Efforts are being made for economic 
diversification and transition to sustainable and clean energy with policies such as the feed-in-
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Use of automated customs systems such as Automated System for Customs Data (ASYCUDA), 
electronic national single window, electronic tracking systems in goods transport, electronic 
payment systems, etc. are some of the examples of LLDCs’ resort to ICT means for international 
trade and transit.  

Despite some progress made in the use of ICT for transit and trade facilitation by the LLDCs in the 
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1. The LLDCs and transit countries need to make full-hearted efforts for regional and sub-

regional integration and cooperation. They should objectively identify the issues obstructing 
regional integration and cooperation and take collective measures to address them. This 
entails continuous dialogues among all relevant stakeholders, sharing of experiences, and 
addressing each other’s genuine concerns. 
 

2. Development partners, United Nations agencies and other international and regional 
organizations should support LLDCs and transit countries in building their capacity to 
effectively implement the agreements. 

  
3. Additional cooperation is required at times of unprecedented crises such as the pandemic 

and war. Effective regional cooperation is necessary also in the area of climate change and 
in the exchange of technologies. It is necessary to incorporate these issues in the regional 
and sub-regional cooperation frameworks involving the LLDCs.  

 

Structural economic transformation 
 
There has been limited structural economic transformation 
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