




5. Fifth, we will continue to seek clarity on sources of metadata and 

how those are used precisely. We will of course explore that as we go 

forward. But we want to state the challenges that LDCs face in 

collecting data. As an example, the figures for Ethiopia on ‘Food and 

fuel import dependency’ is something that requires reviewing 

considering the share of budget we spend on food and fuel import. 

We are in fact not just 100% fuel importer but also landlocked, a 

variable which only adds to our vulnerability as costs and other 

considerations associated with land transport make it expensive. And 

the figure attached to the indicator in the framework seems not to 

capture that.   

5. Finally, vulnerability index as espoused under the draft might not 

be an accurate description or measure of overall reality. Although we 

have not yet finalised reviewing the toolbox, our initial assessment is 

that it discounts the changes that countries manage to score by 

transforming their comparative advantages and disadvantages, 

including natural resources, and geographical and demographic 

assets, to become resilient. Perhaps, that is why we see some 

developed states ranking higher on the vulnerability index than 

LDCs. And we know that is not the reality. We are concerned that 

this could give a distorted outlook for any intervention the MVI is set 

to inform.  

 


