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populations and disrupts the development of intra-African trade. In addition, unleashing 

the full economic potential of these 16 land-locked countries depends heavily on our ability 

to interconnect the hinterland and ports by rail and road corridors where technical 

interoperability standards should be well established and respected, where customs and 

administrative operations should be simplified and lightened by the increased use of 

digitization; where police harassment and other abnormal practices should be eliminated. 

Already, the Covid-19 pandemic has taught us that the enormous potentials of digitization 

could rapidly be deployed in all sectors if we all show more political will. 

 

To this end, my Department has worked with the support of all African Union Member 

States as well as partners to develop a digitalization strategy for a rapid digital 

transformation of various sectors of the African 
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As you could see, the African Union Commission is contributing to the achievements of 

the Vienna programme on many ways. My Department also take great interest in the 

COVID recovery on corridors and actually contributed to the guidelines for transboundary 

transport operations in the context of the COVID-19. Allow me to ensure you that all the 

outcomes of our meeting will be carefully considered by the African Union Commission 

and transferred into real action together with our stakeholders. 

 

I wish you a successful meeting 

 

Thank you  

 
H.E. Amani Abou-Zeid 
Commissioner, Infrastructure and Energy, AUC 
 


