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• t he eff ect s of COV ID -19 have ex ace rbat ed the exi st i ng vulnerabi l i t i es present in 
SIDS ; the ne ed for global econom i c rest ru ct uri ng t hat woul d allow SIDS to emerge 
cleane r, gre ener, and mor e resi l i ent from the crisi s ; and  

• pol i ci es that not only help with the recove ry from COVID -19 but also allo w for the 
cont i nued achi ev em ent o f the SDGs, 2030 Agend a, and the SAMOA Path way.  

 
Session 1: Global and Regional Response to COVID-19  

6. Thi s sessi on was chai r ed by Ms. Heidi Schroderus -Fox, Dir ect or, OHRLLS. This sessi on 
provi ded backg round on:   
• t he init i at i ves in respons e to the COVID -19 pand e m i c at the global and regi onal level ; 

the succes s es and the ch a l l enges  of these  init i at i ve s and how the y coul d be i ntegrat ed 
into  SDGs and SAMOA Pathway impl em ent at i on ;  

• t he emergi ng priori t i es of the SIDS i n the AIS regi on and how they are bein g 
addres s ed; an d  

• how internat i onal and re gi onal plat form s can sup port these priori t i es alon g with the 
impl i cat i ons of the MCO and Regi onal revi e ws.  

Ms. Azeem a Adam, Chie f, Program m e Man agem e nt,  DCO, gave a pr esent a t i on on the 
emergi ng priori t i es in res pons e to COV ID -19 and how they can b e support e d by 
internat i onal plat form s. Ms. Ana Gra ça, Resi dent Coordi nat or, Cabo Verd e, also gave a 
present at i on on regi on al effort s that can addr es s the emergi ng priori t y are a s. Afte r the 
present at i ons, a responde nt Mr. Bart hol om ew Ar mah, Chief, Econom i c Affai rs, 
Econom i c Comm i s s i on for Afri c a (ECA), spok e o n the impact that COV ID -19 has had 
on Afri ca. Foll owi ng the present at i ons, two interv ent i ons were mad e by Mr. Raj 
Mohabeer (IOC) and Mr. Rakes h Bhuckory (NFP Mauri t i us).   

7. The meet i ng stres s ed that COVID- 19 will deal a severe econom i c blow to t he count ri es 
of the regi on. Posi t i ve gr owt h trends prior to the pandem i c will be rev ers ed as econom i es 
are exp ect ed to cont ract as part of th e fall out. It wa s noted that t
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14. The meet i ng also stres s e d the import ance of th e acqui s i t i on of personal pr ot ect i ve 
equi pm ent ( PPE ) and me di cal suppl i es. The meet i ng noted the conc ern that SIDS in the 
AIS regi on cannot compet e for acc es s to these ma teri al s like larger count ri es. It was 
recom m ended th at SIDS coll ect i vel y acqui r e PPE so that thei r orders are su bst ant i ve and 
as equal l y as comp el l i ng as those orders pl aced by larger count ri es.   

15. The meet i ng highl i ght ed the emergi ng priori t i es of the regi on in the cont ext of COV ID -
19. T hese incl ude: dat a coll ect i on and innovat i on, financi ng for recov ery, s oci al 
prot ect i ons and food se c uri t y, econom i c divers i fi cat i on, support for vulner abl e groups, 
regi onal integrat i on, and the improvem ent of hum an and inst i t ut i onal capi t al.  
 

Session 2: Country Experiences in Response to COVID-19 and Responses from SIDS NFPs 
and Interventions from (other) UN System - Interactive Discussion  
 

16. Thi s sessi on was chai r ed by Mr. Sébas t i en Vau zel l e, Econom i s t, UN RCO, Cabo Verde. 
This sessi on allowed cou nt ri es to:  
• s hare some of th ei r count ry experi ences, best pract i ces, and lessons lea rned in 

respons e to COV ID -19, includi ng from the nati on al, regi onal, and inte rnat i onal 
perspect i ves ;  

• s peak to the chal l eng es and opport uni t i es relat ed t o enhanc ed coordi nat i on in the 
regi on;  

• hi ghl i ght the chal l enges and opport uni t i es going forward, incl udi ng in the cont ext of 
the Mult i- Count ry Offi ce and Regi onal Revi ews ; and  

• ant i ci pat e the impl i cat i ons for the impl em ent at i on of the SAMOA  Pathway and the 
SDGs along with the lessons learned from Volunt ary Nati onal Revi e ws (VNRs).   

National experi ence p res ent at i ons were giv en by Ms. Fatoum a Abdal l ah (Comoros), Ms. 
Elisabet h Agat hi ne (Seyc hel l es), and Ms. Saadh Ai s hat h (Maldi ves).  

 
Country Experiences  

17. P res ent at i ons highl i ght ed the earl y pr epar at i ons an d acti ons taken by S IDS in the AIS 
regi on that wer e put in place to pr event the spr ead of the virus to thei r resp e ct i ve islands 
and reduc e the lev el of domes t i c trans m i s s i on. It was noted that c ount ri es closed borders 
and limi t ed the level of econom i c acti vi t y withi n domes t i c econom i es by closi ng non-
essent i al servi c es. Soci al gatheri ng rules were also put in place that limi t ed the size of 
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27. The meet i ng hi ghl i ght ed that SIDS ne ed gre at er ac ces s to fundi ng and debt reli ef. Lack of 
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Virtual Meeting of National Focal Points (NFPs) of Small Island 
Developing States (SIDS) 

Tuesday, 04 August 2020 8:00am – 10:00am (NY Time)  
“Enhancing coherence -  A focus on the COVID-19 response"-
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•  What are the COVID-19 response initiatives at the global and regional 
level? What have been some of the successes and challenges? How has the 
implementation of the SAMOA Pathway and the SDGs factored into these 
initiatives? 

• What are the emerging priorities for small island developing States in the 
AIS in the context of the COVID-19 response? How are these priorities 
being addressed? 

• How can international and regional platforms support these priorities, 
including as it relates to enhanced coordination in the region? What are 
the implications for the Multi-Country Office and Regional Reviews?  

 



11 
 

 


