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ABSTRACT

Empowering Indigenous peoples and local communities in resource management has been
advocated as a way of effectively protecting the environment. One such approach is community-
based resource management. However, in such an era and when empowerment, inclusive, and
participatory approaches are echoed as factors towards effective resource management, the
recognition that human factors more than ecology dictate conservation opportunity and the
subsequent success of implementation is becoming obvious. Therefore, this thesis presents a
desktop review of which conditions can community-based resource management help preserve,
protect, and promote the recognition of indigenous knowledge in the Solomon Islands as a matter

of human rights.
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conditioned by the larger social, political, and economic realms in which it operates®. Therefore,
despite the increasing importance placed on establishing and protecting the environment through
initiatives like CBRM, this study suggests that such an approach may not only promote in situ
conservation but also promote and preserve the use and application of indigenous practices and
traditional knowledge to resource management. This can also be used as a basis for sustainable

development in the Solomon Islands as part of implementing the EA.

In light of this assumption, the study aims to contribute to the literature on a potential approach
that can be used to efficiently implement the EA in the Solomon Islands and the subsequent
advocation that the use of CBRM is a means to preserve, protect, and promote indigenous
practices and traditional knowledge. The recent decade see that the global community now
acknowledges and recognizes that a human rights perspective directly addresses environmental
impacts on the life, health, private life, and property of individual humans rather than on other
states or the environment in general ®. Therefore, CBRM is a potential that enables the
recognition and acknowledgement of human rights, the rights of Indigenous Peoples and local

communities to a safe, clean, and healthy environment in the Solomon Islands.

By that, not only will CBRM adapt and condition to the political, social. and economic



b) How do indigenous practices and traditional knowledge define, shape, and sustain natural
resource use within local communities in the Solomon Islands?

c) What are the existing ways to promote recognition of indigenous practices and traditional
knowledge in local communities in the Solomon Islands? What possible pathways could
be developed?

d) What options and resources are available to assist communities in maintaining and
promoting the continuing role of indigenous practices and traditional knowledge in the
Solomon Islands?

e) What is the role of indigenous practices and traditional knowledge as a basis for
community-based resource management, strengthening community identity, and
promotion of cultural diversity?

f) What continuing challenges do communities face in sustaining and promoting indigenous
practices and traditional knowledge, regarding natural resource development in the

Solomon Islands?

By seeking answers to these questions, this paper provides an example of the complexities of
CBRM and its potential. That is, to see if CBRM can help preserve, protect, and promote the
recognition of indigenous practices and traditional knowledge in the Solomon Islands. However,

first, 1 will give a brief background of the Solomon Islands.

Background of Solomon Islands

The Solomon Islands (Figure 1Figure-1), an Ocean state in the Pacific, is a multicultural diverse
archipelagic country with approximately 900 islands. The country divides into 9 provinces, with

95 percent of the communities, indigenous to Solomon Islands, and relying very much on the
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system. The other 20% has been taken by the government through so called waste land/areas®

(alienated area) as defined by Queens regulation 3 of 1901 and Queens regulation 4 of 1896.
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patrilineal'? land tenure system) and integrates multiple levels of indigenous authority®3. For
most Indigenous People and local communities in the Solomon Islands, they depend on the
chiefly system in the day-to-day affairs. This includes the right to use, have access to, manage,

conserve, and protect resources within the community’s area'* or local community jurisdiction.

Similarly, due to the influence of Christianity, in some communities in the Solomon Islands, the
church played similar role. For instance, the reforestation initiative by the Christian Fellowship
Church (CFC), a religious group in the Western Solomon Islands®®. The involvement of church

groups to conservation has been significant?®,

H A Antwilinant Hand tnniien cvinbams -~ suinkans wobaen thg rights in garden land (Iand) and Iagoon

ership within a particular lineage which is

ind and resource ownership is passed or

d customary sea-tenure (CST) institutions:
+ Natural Resource






The FMA Act 2015 acknowledges the multiple users of the resources and calls for actions to
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Despite the Constitution acknowledging and recognizing the use of indigenous practices and
traditional knowledge, indigenous practices are, not legally recognized??, properly acknowledged
or ignored for practice in the Solomon Islands. With the lack of effective legal recognition of
Indigenous Peoples rights and responsibilities, Indigenous Peoples and local communities face
and continue to face marginalization from colonial and post-independence legislative and
judicial systems and state centric decision making. They are often excluded from meaningful
participation in governmental and non-governmental development, conservation, and welfare

programmes, instead being relegated to the role of beneficiaries®.

However, in most local communities in the Solomon Islands, indigenous practices are daily
routine practices. For example, in local communities, landowners, chiefs or elders of an
indigenous community place off limits or do seasonal closure to reefs, certain customary areas
and limit the use of certain traditional practices. Established without formal legal status, these
practices are adaptively managed through learning-by-doing or hands-on practices, which have
been very effective? despite the communities facing multiple and conflicting challenges®.

Mostly, these practices focus on resource use, access rules and other management measures

2 Govan, H






participation, empower local communities, help preserve, and promote the use of indigenous
practices and traditional knowledge. Sadly, some traditional knowledge and practices have been
lost or are in the due process of being lost, due to a lack of appreciation®, and lack of available

mechanisms to protect, promote and retain them®2,

Based on experience in other areas of the world, if resources are not conserved, managed, or
sustainably used, and if indigenous practices and traditional knowledge are not maintained or
strengthened, conservation may not work effectively®. Similarly for the Solomon Islands, where
80% of the natural resources are owned by Indigenous Peoples and local communities, although

there are increasing efforts and initiatives to manage, protect, conser
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resource conflict, and when combined with limited government capacity, results in poor resource

management outcomes®,

That being mentioned, the practice of conservation through conventional forms has been
ineffective in Pacific countries, having been applied in ignorance or denial of traditional

practices or tenurial arrangements when such traditional patterns are (often) crucial®’.

Subsequently, the revitalization and use of traditional knowledge and practices can also help
collaborate and develop practical and innovative solutions to advancing and enhancing the
recognition of human rights, the rights of Indigenous Peoples to a safe, clean, healthy and

sustainable environment.

However, in this study, | will examine, why the practice of conservation through conventional
forms has been ineffective in the Solomon Islands. And if, conventional forms of conservation

have been ineffective, does the integration of CBRM with indigenous practices and

12



Part one of the study will focus on human rights and the environment in the Solomon Islands. By
that, I will look at whether, in the Solomon Islands, the right to a clean, safe, healthy, and
sustainable environment for Indigenous people and local communities is recognized and

acknowledged.

In the quest to find out, if there is already a human right to a clean, safe, healthy, and sustainable
environment for Indigenous People in the Solomon Islands, in chapter one, | will first look at the

basis for the protection of Indigenous human rights in the Solomon Islands.

By that, in the first section, I will examine the

13



the environment as a matter of human rights, the rights to a healthy environment
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CBRM can be a potential approach, which can be used to effectively protect the environment
from natural resource development. Not only that, but be used to help promote, preserve, and

protect indigenous people’s human rights, the right to a healthy environment as part of the EA.

However, to have an overview of the importance and basis of conservation, | will before the first
chapter of the first part, look at the international regimes on conservation and protection of the

environment, and how it is interlinked with human rights and the right to a clean, safe, healthy

15



resources®® are objectives of the 1982 UN Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS). This
comprises the first attempt to develop an international law framework in response to the
deterioration of, and threats to*°, the resources, and to implement measures to protect the marine

environment and conserve natural
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resources (Article 1) and adapts a broad ecosystem approach* to biodiversity conservation and
sustainable use*.

Although the CBD does not reference human rights, it invokes human rights and recognizes the
dependency of Indigenous Peoples and local communities on biological diversity and their
unique role in conserving life. For example, Article 8(j) of the CBD Convention, commits to
respect, preserve, and maintain knowledge by Indigenous peoples and local communities’
innovations and practices embodying traditional lifestyles relevant to the conservation and
sustainable use of biological diversity. Not only to respect, preserve and maintain Indigenous

peoples’ innovations and practices, but also, as mentioned in Article 10(c), commits to protect,

17



Furthermore, the use of Indigenous Peoples and local communities’ traditional knowledge serves

to recognize the relationship between the stewardship of traditionally occupied used natural

18
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Article 192 of the UNCLOS sets the primary obligation of States to protect and preserve the
marine environment, and is given force in Article 194, which clarifies the scope of the regulated
subject. Apart from other measures to prevent, reduce and control pollution of the environment,
Avrticle 194 (5) specifies states shall include those measures necessary to protect and preserve
rare or fragile ecosystems as well as the habitat of depleted, threatened or endangered species
and other form or marine life. Although UNCLOS does not state CBRM as a pathway to protect
the environment, Article 235(1) provides that, states are responsible for the fulfilment of their
international obligations concerning the protection and the preservation of the marine
environment. Therefore, where the biodiversity of coral reefs and associated marine ecosystems

is usually controlled and best understoo
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Therefore, although UNCLOS does not explicitly mentioned CBRM, it obligates states on the
protection and preservation of the environment. On the other, the ecosystem approach under
CBD which aims at achieving conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity using the system
of protected areas, recognizes and obligates state parties to respect, preserve and maintain
knowledge, innovations and practices of indigenous and local communities. This in principle,
equates CBRM. Consequently, both UNCLOS and CBD promotes the protection, preservation
and conservation of the environment, recognizes the need for an integrated approach to protect
the environment and acknowledges the sustainable use of the resources.

In addition, the decision at COP5 encourages parties to support indigenous and community
conservation areas and territories, community-based management, customary sustainable use and
community governance of biodiversity, and ensure the full and effective participation of

indigenous and local communities in the decision-making process®?.

However, would CBRM enable a balance of competing rights and interests within communities,
and be conceived as a tool to protect communities against ‘third parties’ natural resource

development?
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(EA), and/or as a way for the integration of indigenous practices and traditional knowledge as a

basis for sustainable development in Solomon Islands.

As discussed earlier, the CBRM concept is a potential means to preserve, protect, and promote
the recognition of indigenous practices and traditional knowledge in implementing the EA, and

to see the protection of
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how Indigenous peoples’ practices and traditional knowledge define, shape, and sustain natural

resources use within local communities in the Solomon Islands.

Having looked at Indigenous Peoples human rights and their roles in the Solomon Islands, in
chapter two, | will focus the discussion on the protection of environment in the Solomon Islands.
First, 1 will look at what are the threats to the environment, and discuss, how does the threats
impact Indigenous peoples’ livelihood. Having discussed the threats to the environment, 1 will

then discuss, how has the environment been protected in the Solomon Islands.

Next, in section B of chapter two, | will further discuss protecting the environment and examine
how can the protection of the environment, by using the CBRM, promotes the recognition of

Indigenous peoples’ practices and traditional knowledge in Solomon Islands.

However, | will first provide definitions using international law and the Solomon Islands
Constitution for a number of key terms and concepts including traditional knowledge, human

rights and the protection of the environment that will be used throughout the thesis.

The Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), to which the Solomon Islands are party to,
refers to traditional knowledge as ...
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The fundamental rights and freedom of the people of the Solomon Islands’? are protected by the

Constitution, which is based on the Universal Declaration of Human R
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The C
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rights®, enabling the right to a healthy environment that permits a life of dignity and well-being

for the present and future generations.

The Rio Declaration (1992) expressed focus on a sustainable development approach to
environmental rights. It states that human beings are at the center of concern for sustainable
development and that they are entitled to a healthy and productive life “in harmony with nature”.
Therefore, it can be argued that human rights to a quality environment became a right to
sustainable development rather than the environment in its own right, with the assumption that
the environment is only for (proper) human use. As such, despite failing to recognize that
humans are the center for sustainable development, the Rio Declaration did pave the way for

inclusion of certain rights in international agreements®?.

Although not so very much well-known, the Hague Declaration on the environment (1989)
expressed a strong connection between the environment and human rights. This was expressed
where the fundamental duty to preserve the ecosystem was recognized and the right to live in

dignity in a viable global environment.
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essential for the achievement of sustainable development®. Also, it could be an appropriate
mechanism for articulating in some form the controversial notion of a right to a decent

environment®?,

To complement and support the 2030 agenda for sustainable development, and to ensure
synergistic delivery of benefits from all the agreements for the planet and people, the recent
“theory of change®” of the draft global biodiversity framework under the CBD assumes
transformative actions are taken to deploy solutions to reduce threats to biodiversity®. These
actions should ensure that biodiversity is used sustainably

31









Therefore, the Solomon Islands being a signatory to UNDRIP, should respect and recognized the
provisions related to Indigenous Peoples human rights, the right to clean, safe and healthy
environment®, rights to their ancestral land and the equitable sharing of benefits arising from the
utilization of resources®.

Furthermore, the UNDRIP distinguish between Indigenous Peoples’ rights within the realm of
their right to self-determination, and their rights in the larger political order of the state. The

Declaration affirms Indigenous Peoples have the right to self-determination, to freely det
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interest. This then, can be viewed as a provision that leads to recognizing and protecting the

human rights of Indigenous Peoples, their rights to enjoy a clean, safe, and healthy environment.

In addition, in the preamble of the Constitution, the government agree and pledges to respe
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individuals make legal settlements. The Constitution, in section 110 also states that, the right to
hold or acquire a perpetual interest in land shall vest in any person who is a Solomon Islander'®,
That mentioned, the Constitution recognizes Indigenous human rights, the rights of indigenous
Solomon Islander to their ancestorial lands. Also, the fact that indigenous move or make
settlements in their customary boundaries for convenience or development purpose reflects the
understanding by the Indigenous Peoples of their fundament rights and freedoms, their rights to

the land and their right to decision-making that affects their life and well-being.

On the other, the UNDRIP, states, all people have the right to self-determination®. By that right,
Indigenous Peoples can freely determine their political status and freely pursue their economic,
social, and cultural development. Similarly, the Constitution’s Bill of Rights chapter, provides
for Solomon Islanders’ rights to self-determination, to freely participate and pursue their
economic, social, and cultural development, despite the Solomon Islands having yet to ratify ILO

Convention 169.

The Constitution’s preamble states that; “the State shall cherish and promote the different

37



of and access to natural resources within their respective customary land and sea estates'. In
some practices, the chore of management of these resources is palimpsests of history, built
around the premises of idioms and beliefs associated with the construction of social identity,
encoding cultural memories and history'%’ of ancestors and ancestral beings in one’s traditional
jurisdiction. In addition, cultural “management”, for most Indigenous Peoples and local
communities in the Solomon Islands, is for relatively short periods to control the use and access
to resources for social objectives, e.g., to mark the death of a prominent community member,
protect sacred sites, or “save up” stocks before harvests for feasts or trading%,

Furthermore, some Indigenous People and local communities, even integrate indigenous
practices and traditional knowledge to contemporary conservation efforts to address social and
political stability threats that affects their environment and well-being. Roviana communities in
the Western Solomon Islands for instance, actively involved in negotiating rules governing not
only their own resource extraction, but also have proved capable of influencing and restricting
resource exploitation by outsiders. By doing so, it ensures social and political stability within
their community with successful results!®. The success of these practice perspectives is due to
the inclusive, participatory, and integrated approach, based on local ecological knowledge than
relying on cognitive models and recognizes that Indigenous Peoples are important and integral

component of the environment. This signifies that true depth and breadth of traditional
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knowledge only become eviden
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Are’are, Waisisi, Malaita province!®®, the Tarevalata “kastom” conserved area in Chivoko,
Choisuel province!* | and Malaulalo protected area in Makira province!'®, in the Solomon
Islands. Although these are community initiatives, the Solomon Islands government, recognizing
the need to enhance conservation efforts to reach biodiversity targets, through responsible
institutions has

40



Despite that, the Constitution does have provisions that enables the recognition of indigenous

human rights in the Solomon Islands.

Noting that the Constitution has provisions that recognizes indigenous human rights, the next
discussion will be on, the rights and roles if Indigenous People and local communities in the

Solomon Islands.
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Furthermore, the Constitution states, Indigenous Solomon Islanders have the right to decide their
priorities for the development, use or exploitation of their customary lands and resources as it

affects their lives, beliefs, institution, and spiritual well-being*?°.

The Constitution, therefore, specifies the important roles Indigenous Solomon Islanders have to
the right to conservation, restoration and protection of the total environment and the productive

capacity of their customary lands and resources. Not only that, but the Cons
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resources-=< and in preventing natural resource development that threatens their way of life or the

environment they depend on.

Another example is the collaborative work of the Lauru Land Conference of Tribal Communities
and The Nature Conservancy*?®, working in communities in Choiseul Province, Solomon
Islands. This was a collaborative work in creating a connected protected area within Lauru tribal
land. However, the governance of the protected area is based on indigenous practices and

traditional knowledge.

In addition, the Roviana communities landscape program, the Mai-Maasina Green belt initiative,
the Tarevalata “kastom” conservation area, and the Malaulalo marine protected area, discussed
previously are all examples that showcase the importance of integrating Indigenous People’s
local environmental knowledge and practices to modern conservation concepts as way to
preserve, and promote indigenous practice and the importance, indigenous environment

knowledge is to
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communities in the Solomon Islands, especially in Malaita Province, harvesting dolphins is a

traditional ritual and part of the society norms.

Nevertheless, the Constitution also states that customary practice shall be applied where
appropriate that it is in the interests of substantive fairness and justice that the common law and
equity prevail*?’. In the Solomon Islands, although dolphin harvesting is prohibited, the use of
traditional harvesting methods and for cultural purposes likely has been compromised. The long-
term resource management has meant that the role of Indigenous Peoples and the importance of
indigenous practices has largely been ignored'?®. Therefore, common property-type systems of
customary tenure successfully regulate access to and use of resources, and so function as
traditional management systems*?°. This indicates the premise that customary practices are or are

only being recognized as an ad hoc concept with certain limits and jurisdictional boundaries.
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communities commonly criticize modern governance structures as top-down, lacking

consultations, unresponsive to local needs, bureaucratic and inadequate in managing conflicts®®2,

Therefore, from the discussions, whatever the concepts and initiatives towards conservation or
sustainable use of the resources, participation, consultation and involvement of Indigenous
Peoples has an important role towards the success of any conservation concept or efforts. And
that, recognizing their human rights, is key to sustainable development, especially in countries
like the Solomon Islands, where 80 percent of the resources are under customary tenure, and 95
percent people, Indigenous.

132 |bid (Govan H, et al 2009)
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causes deforestation, loss of biodiversity'*®, severe loss of critical habitats for many species**®,
the exploitation and loss of ancestorial lands, and the loss of key ecosystems services and
resources®™ that Indigenous communities depend on for livelihood and survival. Although, it
serves the country’s economy, this often result in further inequality and marginalization®®! that
hinders sustainable development, overlooking the fundamental fact that all human beings depend

on a safe, clean, healthy and sustainable environment.

As a
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such resources™®. In addition, there is lack of effective legal recognition and support for

Indigenous conservation efforts and rights, including rights to self-determination and self-
governance.

Notably in the Solomon Islands, in the logging and mining sector, companies often fail to
comply with conditions or regulations set forth

53



the unities

publict®®

citing that no proper consultations due to the lack of representation and participation to
decision-making process was done. However, resource development in the Solomon Islands,
specifically logging, when it involves monetary incentives, supported by corrupt practices,

guidelines and proper procedures are not followed.

Another of the threats to the environment is fishing. Fishing, to most local Indigenous
communities in the Solomon Islands, is more than just livelihood. It is what defines life to most

coastal communities who depend very mu
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continue to decline. This, then, also undermines the international goal to conserve and use the

ocean for sustainable development®®, which is a threat to the environment.

Combined with the effects of climate change, fishing is expected to remain a leading driver in
worsening the state of marine biodiversity ! that will impact Indigenous Peoples’ in the
Solomon Islands. On the other, like other small island states, the Solomon Islands ecosystems are
extremely vulnerable to climate change and its impacts. The impacts of climate change such as

rise in sea level, saltwater intrusion, and change in weather patterns continue
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customary tenure buffers changes steaming from policy reform or external development
initiatives®®. As such, with the complication of customary tenure, and deep-rooted customary
practices or regimes, and as a way to buffer natural resource loss or development®’, integration
of indigenous practices and knowledge is a potential. Such should not only be used to promote
conservation and sustainable use in an equitable way, but also to help recognize that cultural
identity is integral component of the ecosystem. Additionally, customary laws regulate matters
such as access to land and natural resources use can also contribute to the protection of the
natural environment. However, in the Solomon Islands, customary protection has its limits,

particularly in response to contemporary threats such as logging and mining*¢2.
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the environment and further protect the human rights of Indigenous people in the Solomon

Islands. However, this will be discussed in the next section.
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SECTION B
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Although the UNGA makes r
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approaches and the specific rights of Indigenous Peoples, which have the greatest potential for

effectively and equitably protecting biodiversity, are not adequately prioritised* .

The CBD although does not explicitly reference human rights, however, several of its provisions
implicitly invoke human rights. For example, Article 8(j) of the CBD commits to respect,
preserve, and maintain the contributions of Indigenous Peoples and local communities and their

knowledge, innovations, and practices to the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity.

Similarly, the Solomon Islands Constitution states that “the natural resource of the country is
vested in the people and government of the Solomon Islands, pledges to uphold the principles of
equality, social justice and the equitable distribution of incomes, promote the different cultural

traditions and ensure the participation of the people in the governance of their affairs”.

Furthermore, in upholding the fundame
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However, the Constitution does fails to require human rights of Indigenous Peoples due diligence

in conservation planning, finance and fails to call for the recognition of Indigenous Peoples.

Despite that, by exercising their fundamental rights and freedoms, having retained strong

customary ownership over their lands and seas, and maintaining the many customs relating to
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is a potential to better integrate support for biological and cultural diversity*** as a basis to

understand the multiple threats within local communities, and where lack
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local communities are disputed, often
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Should ensure that they comply with their obligations to Indigenous Peoples and

members of the traditional communities.

The recognition of the protection of fundamental rights and freedoms of the individuals in the
Constitution is inclusive enough for the Solomon Islands.
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acknowledged, even if these practices had been for centuries and of great success to indigenous
communities. A great disconnect is missing between the protection of the environment, and
sustainable development, and those who will protect the environment and make sustainable
development achievable.

Nevertheless, Indigenous Peoples and local communities have their own traditional mechanisms
for determining and enforcing protection of the environment and conservation of certain areas

and resources, based on practices developed over many generations and centuries.

In order to address the threats, a transformative change towards protection of the environment
and sustainable development®®, with a view to preserve, protect and promote indigenous
practices and traditional knowledge in local communities is needed. A transformative change
that creates a fundamentally new system when ecological, economical, or social, including
political conditions make the existing system untenable!®. A change that enables a radical
inclusive and meaningful participatory approach that must identify the unique environmental,
social, cultural, and economic realities of each community and using their cultural values and
practices to address these realities. Consequently, this would make more explicit the relationship
between the environment, human rights, and sustainable development, and address the

conservation and sustainable use of nature and natural resources®®’.

1% Erinosho, Bolanle, Hashali Hamukuaya, Claire Lajaunie, Alana Lancaster, Mitchell Lennan,
Pierre Mazzega, Elisa Morgera, and Bernadette Snow. "Transformative governance for ocean
biodiversity." Transforming Biodiversity Governance (Cambridge University Press, forth
2021) (2021).

16 Walker, Brian, Crawford S. Holling, Stephen R. Carpenter, and Ann Kinzig. 2004."Resilience,
adaptability and transformability in social-ecological systems.” Ecology and society 9, no. 2
(2004).

17 Ibid (Alan Boyle, 2012)
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Not only that, but by recognizing and adequately supporting Indigenous Peoples rights, it enables
the recognition of the intrinsic link between the environment, and the realization of a range of

human rights, such as the right to life, to health, to food, to water and to housing®®®.

This is because environmental issues are interconnected, impacting both human and the
environment, and, by using cultural values and practices of the communities, a true meaningful

inclusive and integrated approach can be achieved.

PART TWO: CONSERVATION OF THE ENVIRONMENT AND THE RIGHTS
OF INDIGENOUS IN SOLOMON ISLANDS

In part two of the study, | will discuss the potential actions that is needed to promote in-order for
indigenous conservation practices and traditional management of the resources are to be
recognized, promoted and being used as a means of protecting the environment. As from the
previous chapter, we can note that a safe, clean, healthy environment and sustainable
development is necessary for the full enjoyment of many human rights'®®. That in mind, in the
first chapter of part two, the focus of the discussion will be on conservation of the environment
as a means of protecting human rights in the Solomon Islands. First, in section one of chapter

one, | will discuss the general obligations to conservation, focusing on UNCLOS and CBD.

UNCLOS reflects to the interrelatedness of the problems of the ocean space and the need to
consider them as a whole, especially for large ocean states like the Solomon Islands. On a similar

spectrum, CBD calls for
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activities that pose challenges to biodiversity conservation and sustainable use?® of the

environment. In
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environment, recognizes and acknowledges that inclusiveness and participation of all, and
respecting and protecting human rights, especially the rights of Indigenous Peoples and other
rural rights holders, is an obligation under international law and an effective, equitable and cost-
efficient conservation strategy that should be applied to all efforts to safeguard nature?"’.

Therefore, in a country like the Solomon Islands, where 95 percent of the population, Indigenous

Peoples who de
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1)

of the biodiversity stewarded by Indigenous Peoples and other rural rights holders is infinite?'’.
Infinite in a sense that such initiatives are built upon customary forms of governance, integrating
scientific advice and management principles in collaboration with external partners?®. This is in
view that scientific guidance enhancesenhances conservation and management measures, and by
integrating with customary forms of governance, it ensures compliance and effective

enforcement of management measures.

However, despite that international call for integration, there needs to be a transformative change
in view of the environment and human rights. For instance, to address the atrocities and
violations of human rights towards conservation efforts, implementing of transformative
biodiversity conservation measures?'® is important. Transformative measures that ensure false
notion of the environment is not accepted. For instance, emphasising that nature is not a
commodity created for human exploitation, but an extraordinary diverse community to which we

all belong.

Despite that, modern conservation efforts emphasises that benefits from external input are more
efficient?®, This view of conservation, however, overlooks the required partnership, institutions,

and co-learning??! necessary for transformative changes.

However, how could such integration overlook vital approaches necessary for transformative

changes? An explanation points to that, interdisciplinary or integrated approach results from the

217 |bid (Boyd and Keene, 2021)
25 |bid (Rohe, et al 2017)
219 |pid (Boyd and Keene, 2021)

220 Qvera, R. (2011). Modernizati
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political, ecological, and economic nature of the paradigm shift, largely related to the fact that
economic and social disparities are often the root causes of resource degradation®?? or threats to
the environment. This can be why, although efforts are being made, in the Solomon Islands, only
0.28 percent of the terrestrial ecosystems are formally recognized as legally protected. This,
therefore, calls to relook at how the inclusive and integrated approaches have been or should be

implemented in the Solomon Islands.

An aspect of interest is to relook at the call by the international community for the integration of

traditional knowledge into conservation approaches.

76



Not only that but this fosters the promotion, use and recognition of indigenous knowledge and

practices which is also vitally important to promot
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alignment of international and national conservation values with those of the Indigenous

communities, whose cooperation and support are vital??°,

A potential approach to mitigate some of these challenges is engaging in the participatory
approach. By engaging the Indigenous Peoples, it gives the opportunity to recognise Indigenous
Peoples socio-economic needs, enhance compliance, and enforcement. Furthermore, by engaging
Indigenous Peoples and local communities, trust is built, thereby common conservation values

are understood by both Indigenous communities and partners.

For example, in the Solomon Islands, many conservation efforts by external partners struggle to

harmonise
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mandate =<, challenges conservation efforts and meaningful sustainable development in the

Solomon Islands.

All this is exacerbated by some of the worst-known land-use practices, because of insensitive
development policies that do not recognize the protection and promotion of Indigenous human
rights. For instance, excessive and largely unregulated logging activities threaten food and water
sovereignty, violate the right to free, prior and informed consent, and threaten the survival of

islands and Indigenous communities?® in the Solomon Islands.

In addition to the issue of land-use practices, another challenge to the conservation of the
environment is the attraction, availability and accessibility of the market economy in the local
communities. This has resulted in livelihoods shifts from subsistence towards market-oriented
activities 24 because of increasing “needs”. For instance, the harvest of the lucrative sea
cucumber, although, there is a moratorium on sea-cucumber in 20092%, due to demand for the
product, poaching within the managed area for income intensified when new market access

opportunities arose 2%

. Although this might be unavoidable, empowerment of Indigenous
Peoples’ and local communities to trigger curiosity about other livelihood options is equally
important. Sustainable livelihood options that are sustainable, and affordable, meeting

community needs or based on environment status of the local resource or development

232 |bid (Rohe, etal 2017)

23 Observations on the State of Indigenous Human Rights in the Solomon Islands Prepared for

United Nations Human Rights Council: Univer
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of Indigenous Peoples. In recognizing Indigenous Peoples environment and
development concerns, it enables the recognition of their human rights to a safe, clean, healthy

and sustainable environment.

Consequently, the notion of sustainable development combined with increasing needs, has led
locals to view the environment by its monetary value rather than, cultural biodiversity
importance. Rather the challenge is on the environment, the challenge, therefore, is on people’s
behavior towards the environment?®, Therefore, there is a need for continuous awareness and a
need for change in actions or strategy in relation to the protection of the environment. A
transformative change that helps individuals or local communities recognize the environment as
important for human rights. Noting that efforts should focus on improving the livelihoods of the
local people as well as protecting the environments natural values®®. This is crucial. However,
for such change to truly meaningfully happen, a fundamentally crucial approach is to help use
and promote what, has alread.15 Tm0 & G[2 0 0.000 has )]TJETQq03519.94 475.15 TmO g0 G[ )]TJIETQg0.000(
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This is very much like logging in the Solomon Islands, where the regulation of extractive
industries is poor given out of date legislation, governance problems such as corruption, and
practical issues associated with enforcing legislation on remote islands?? and lack of compliance

are deemed an excuse norm.

Therefore, in the Solomon Islands, the qualitative elements of the Protected Areas (Article 8(a)
of CBD), effective and equitable managed, ecological representative and well-connected
systems, have received far less attention®*3, For instance, East Rennell's World Heritage listing in
1998 was a milestone in the implementation of the World Heritage Convention. However, the
formal reach of the Solomon Islands State is limited in extremely remote East Rennell.
Government activities are heavily constrained by a lack of capacity and resources and the
political economy of natural resource extraction in the Solomon Islands. Consequently, efforts to
strengthen legal protection, such as declaring East Rennell under the Protected Areas Act and
improving the site's management plan, have not progressed beyond the initial stages?**. These
shows the comprehensive failure of the national regulatory and technical agencies to plan, or to
control to discipline company agencies. Furthermore, the slow progress and bureaucratic within
the process to declare an area under protected area is also a challenge. This could be why, less

than 1 percent of the ecosystems are protected in the Solomon Islands.

222 Allen, M. (2011). The political economy of logging in Solomon Islands. In R. Duncan (Ed.),
The political economy of economic reform in the Pacific (pp. 277-301). Manila: Asian

Development Bank. Retrieved from https://
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Additionally, the Solomon Islands has its Protected Areas Act 2010 and Protected Areas
Regulations 2012 passed by Parliament specifically to govern and provide for the management
and protection of protected areas. As mentioned earlier, Indigenous People and local
communities have their own traditional mechanisms for determining and enforcing protection

and
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and support is vital %8, External or International environment organization are focused on
biodiversity conservation, but local communities often have different range of concerns and
interests, only some of which relate to biodiversity. Therefore, despite the call for meaningful
partnership and collaboration to conservation efforts, aligning conservation values to that of local

communities is missing.

Another challenge is people’s compliance with the resource management regime. Compliance
has been linked to the ecological performance of marine protected areas®®. However, this is due
to changes in production and consumption patterns and challenges in management and

enforcement?®®, compliance has become an issue to conservation efforts.

As a developing country, Solomon Islands depends very much on its extractive industries,
namely logging, fishing and more recently, mining. The increasing prevalence of industrialized
extraction of natural resources is a threat to conservation and protection of the environment.
These industries undermine the rights and livelihoods of Indigenous Peoples and local
communities as they generally occur on or near customary territories, lands and sea, and also

contribute to over-exploitation, pollution, and habitat and species loss6?.

Therefore, there is a need for greater awareness building and capacity development at all levels

to secure respect and recognition for conservation efforts by In
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The Constitution provides the provision for the decentralization of power, ensuring the
participation of the people in their governance of their affairs. The Constitution therefore
provides for the participation of the people, including Indigenous Peoples and local communities,

in the governance of their affairs. Not only participation, but the Constitution provides for
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However, some of the management prescriptions are proving difficult to maintain 2% .

Furthermore, colonization, increasing urbanization, and population growth, further complicate
conservation efforts. However, there needs to be an in-depth study to quantify and document,

that this change does have an impact to conservation efforts by Indigenous People/communities.

Therefore, sustainable
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SECTION A: PRESERVATION AND PROMOTING INDIGENOUS PRACTICES AND
TRADITIONAL KNOWLEDGE IN SOLOMON ISLANDS

The CBD provides for the responsibility at the international level, for the protection of traditional
knowledge related to biological diversity. The recent theory of change framework recognizes
that urgent policy action is required to transform economic, social, and financial models to that
the trends that have exacerbated biodiversity loss stabilizes and allow for the recovery of natural
ecosystems to achieve the Convention’s vision of “living in harmony with nature by 2050”2%°, In
doing so, it set fort action targets. Target 20 ensure that relevant knowledge, including the
traditional knowledge, innovations and practices of Indigenous Peoples and local communities
with their free, prior, and informed consent, guides decision-making for the effective
management of biodiversity, enabling monitoring, and by promoting awareness, education and
research. Furthermore, Target 21 ensure equitable and effective participation in decision-making
related to biodiversity by Indigenous Peoples and local communities, and respect their rights
over land, territories and resources, as well as by women and girls, and youth. However, the
international community alone cannot ensure the effective protection of traditional knowledge. In
the Solomon Islands, the continuous use of traditional knowledge by Indigenous People and local
communities, should be supported by the commitment of national decision-makers to promote
and protect traditional knowledge, be clear and adapted within national Constitution and policy

for long-term purposes.

Furthermore, in the Solomon Islands, Indigenous peoples’ and local communities continue to use
indigenous practices, and traditional knowledge pertaining to decision-making to resources,
including the use of land and the resources. This century-old practice has deep and historic
significance to Indigenous communities. However, these practices are slowly being lost and not
practiced within communities largely due to external forces, including colonization,
globalization, the influence of organized religion, and the development of new political

structures which undermine traditional decision-making authorities.

25 CBD/WG2020/3/3, 5 July 2021
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In the previous discussions, we have seen the rights of Indigenous communities to the
environment, and the obligation of the state to protect the customs of the clan and tribal
communities, including the rights of customary ownership of land and natural resources and their

customs.

In most local communities in Solomon Islands for instance, as mentioned earlier, chiefs or elders
still very much has an influential role in community life. Making use of the traditional
governance systems by which chiefs or elders influence indigenous communities is a potential.
With the increasing pressure on the environment, and the changing society, the preservation and
survival of traditional governance systems, traditional knowledge and indigenous practices is
vital to ensure sustainable resource use, sustainable societies and sustainable conservation of

resources, especially at the community level?%,

Since before independence, disputes over customary land have been settled according to the
principles of customary law. The Constitution adopted in 1978 continued recognition of custom
as a source of law where it is not inconsistent with the Constitution or Acts of the Solomon
Islands Parliament and customary law is still the primary source of law for resolving customary
land disputes 267 . However, while customary law is recognized in the Solomon Islands
Constitution, there are inherent limitations in customary law as a mechanism for protecting
traditional knowledge. Particularly, where traditional knowledge has moved outside or control of
local indigenous communities jurisdiction. The effectiveness of customary law as a tool to

protect traditional knowledge then depends on the extent to whi
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Although the Constitution provides for the provisions that every person has the right to an
environment that is not harmful to his or her health or well-being guided by the need to protect
the environment, giving priority to prevention of environmental damage and degradation,
providing for restoration in case of damage including unavoidable damage and for compensation,
the Constitution should respect, protect and fulfil human rights in order to ensure a safe, clean,
healthy and sustainable environment. Additionally, the state should provide for and facilitate

public participation in decision-making related to the envi
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SECTION B: ADDRESSING THE LOSS OF TRADITIONAL KNOWLEDGE AND
INDIGENOUS PRACTICES

In Solomon Islands, where the Indigenous Peoples and local communities are typically
characterized by high dependence on the declining resources, the need to radically transform the
business-as-usual conservation efforts towards sustainable trajectories is urgent?’®. This includes
developing new governance regimes that support integrated approaches to the management of
resources and ecosystems. At the local level, decentralized management approaches that draw on
a diversity of sources of knowledge can be more appropriate for integrated resource management

than conventional centralized approaches?®

. A potential tool is using Community-based resource
management (CBRM). Nonetheless, although, CBRM is not fully supported in the legislation of
many countries, there is also wide variability in the cost of supporting community-based
approaches?’’. However, the CBRM as a decentralized approach, embraces community-led
initiatives, partnership, flexible and adaptive?’®. Therefore, the CBRM can be tailored to place
and situation, and is a potential to address the variability costs of supporting community-based
approaches. Furthermore, CBRM is also a potential that can provide the support to legally
recognize Indigenous Peoples human rights, their rights to a safe, clean, healthy and sustainable

environment in the Solomon Islands.
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In addition, as stated in Principle 2 of the EA, that "the management of the environment should
be decentralized to the lowest appropriate levelo. Therefore, decentralization to the lowest
appropriate level means, the local communities, those that depend very much on the environment
for livelihood and survival, the Indigenous Peoples. However, despite mentioning
decentralization, the decentralization must be comprehensively inclusive, provides for and
supports partnership, and the integration of indigenous practices and knowledge to contemporary
conservation efforts. This includes aligning social, economic, and political views to indigenous
practices in relation to the management and protection of the environment. Not only that but

recognizing conservation efforts by Indigenous Peoples and local communities.
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and capacity development that supports and ensures effective and equitable governance?? in

local communities.

To ensure effective and equitable governance, realizing local aspirations, livelihoods, traditions,
and indigenous conservation efforts should be integral to the CBRM. However, to truly realize
such, the CBRM needs to emphasis on collaborative and participatory approach?2. This is
because, the capacity to create a fundamentally new system when ecological, economic, or
social, including political conditions make the existing system untenable 24 Therefore, by
integrating Indigenous conservation practices and knowledge, CBRM can be tailored to the
unique environmental, social, and economic realities of each community, thereby, ensuring

effective and equitable governance of the environment.

As previously discussed, in the Solomon Islands, the management of land, water and living
resources are a matter of societal choice. Therefore, Indigenous Peoples and other local
communities living on the land are important stakeholders who depend very much on the
environment/resources for livelihood and survival. Therefore, their rights and interests should be
acknowledged, recognized, and integrated into the mainstream integrated approaches. However,
societal choices should be expressed as clearly as possible or with guiding principles. This is to
minimize resources development that could potentially harm their rights to a safe, clean, healthy,

and sustainable environment.

The ecosystems should be managed for their intrinsic values and for the tangible or intangible
benefits, in a fair and equitable way.

282 |bid (Niner, Holly J., et al 2022).

283 Govan, H. 2008. Overview: Reclaiming “Protected Areas” as a Livelihood Tool for Pacific
Island People. in: Cohen, P., A.D. Valemei and H. Govan. Annotated Bibliography on Socio-
economic and Ecological Impacts of Marine Protected Areas in Pacific Island Countries.
WorldFish Bibliography No. 1870. The WorldFish Center, Penang, Malaysia. 36 pp.

284 |bid (Walker et al, 2004)
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must be the most equitable, and efficient conservation strategy not only to protect biodiversity?%°,

but also acknowledges and recognises the conservation efforts of Indigenous Peoples and local

communities.

Additionally, by engaging in meaningful partnership, iient c
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awareness to communities about biodiversity and sustainable development is important.
Awareness and educating locals on commitments to the protection of the environment and

sustainable use of the resources.

While | believe continuous education about biodiversity and sustainable development is fair, any
right to the environment may become intermingled with the right to development, causing
uncertainty as to its existence as a standalone right. Due to increasing needs, some Indigenous
Peoples and local communities in the rural Solomon Islands view the environment on it
monetary value (related to socioeconomic needs) rather on its ecosystem value. Furthermore,
Indigenous Peoples see development to improve living standard or an opportunity that provides
them their needs, overlooking or ignoring the impact, “development” has to the environment,
their right to a clean, safe, and healthy environment. Therefore, education should also include
education on human rights in relation to the environment. That is, educating the Indigenous

Peoples on their rights to a safe, clean, healthy, and sustainable environment.

However, the issue of resources is often influenced by socioeconomic and environmental
issues?®”. Therefore, CBRM has valuable conservation potential not only in inclusive and
integrated means, but also, in influencing the needs (socioeconomic) of the community. For
example, community-managed forests across the tropics have shown lower and less-variable

annual deforestation rates than protected forests®®® . Indigenous or native peoples’ community

287 Timsina, Netra, and Harisharan Luintel. "Equity and Social Justice in Natural Resource
Management." Forest Resources Studies and Action Team (ForestAction) Ekantaku
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289 contribute to environmental

management has slowed deforestation and land degradation
protection®®, and engaged in a sustainable development. Thus, instead of imposing pre-designed
policies and plans on local people, conservation efforts should center on those who know the
land best, enabling them to tailor solutions to their unique environmental, social, economic, and

cultural realities.

CONCLUSION

Based on the discussions, the Solomon Islands is facing formidable challenges in terms of
mounting pressures on finite natural resources development, market forces and the
commaoditization of natural resources, burgeoning populations, and adaptation to the far-reaching
impacts of climate change. All these challenges, further exacerbate by increasing needs, impacts
food security and sustainable development. As discussed in the discussion, a likely and feasible

approach that can be used to
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integrated?®2. This is because, the CBRM is characterised by giving autonomous decision-
making power in resource management to Indigenous Peoples and local communities, by an
insistence that is seen as introducing resource management initiatives closely adapted to local
level needs and aspirations. Furthermore, CBRM can be used as a conviction that traditional
knowledge mechanisms and environmental knowledge is a sufficiently solid basis for reaching
informed decisions. Consequently, community-based conservation efforts result in particularly
favourable biodiversity outcomes where community land and resources rights are adequately
recognised, supportedWmBT/F1 12 Tf1 0 0 1 527.98 626.02 Tm0 g0 G[ng)]JTJET70 G100000912 0 612 792 reV
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communities own and occupy sites, which are often areas of interest to conserve. Therefore,

traditional tenure and governance must be stro
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environment of quality and not to focus on biodiversity conservation only. Not only will this help

reduces risk of non-compliance, but also improve both ecological and human resilience.

With the discussion, the study concludes that, CBRM can help promote the recognition of

indigenous practises and traditional knowledge in Solomon Islands. However, the study notes

that;

1l

Conservation measures must be aligned with Indigenous Peoples and local communities6
aspirations and priorities, which includes improving livelihood, promoting culture, and

protecting the environments value.

Amend legal framework mechanisms and set fort policies that enable the creation,
recognition, respect, acknowledge, and management of the resources or conservation

efforts by Indigenous Peoples and local communities.

Design a system of resources governance with clear procedures and mechanism that
provides transparent, integrated and adaptative management and decision-making
processes including the vulnerable and marginalized, the Indigenous Peoples and local

communities by recognizing conservation their efforts and practices.

There is a need to strengthen, acknowledge, and encourage customary law regimes or
community-based initiatives to take into consideration a human rights-based approach in
the context of conserving, restoring and sustainably using biodiversity and secure their
role in protection of traditi
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