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Poverty on the rise in Western Asia, 
UN report finds, worsened by global crises

Development goals off-track, with dismal lack of progress 
on women’s empowerment

Cairo, 6 July – Poverty in Western Asia has been increasing steadily, with the absolute number of poor almost 



Women have also struggled to advance in political representation, holding only 9 per cent of parliamentary seats.

On the positive side, the report highlights significant strides made towards access to safe drinking water, although in 


