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Northern Africa leads in tackling poverty,
 but successes may backslide in economic downturn 

Little progress on equality for women

Cairo, 6 July – Northern Africa remains on track to achieve most of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) 

by the 2015 deadline, but some of the region’s successes may now be threatened by the changed economic climate, 



In 2007, women in the region held only 20 per cent of paid jobs outside of agriculture, and this percentage has 

remained largely unchanged since 1990. The region also has the largest gender gap in the percentage of working 

people who hold vulnerable jobs (self-employed or unpaid workers in family businesses) —51 per cent of women 

against 31 per cent of men.  

At the political level, women in the region have been able to secure higher representation in parliament—from 2 per 

cent of seats in 2000 to 8 per cent in 2009. But this rate remains among the lowest in the world.

Progress on maternal health is also slow in the region. The rate of mothers who die in childbirth remains relatively 

high at 160 deaths per 100,000 live births, still far from the target of reducing by three-quarters the level of 250 

deaths observed in 1990. Access to reproductive health services also remains unsatisfactory; with only 56 per cent 

of pregnant women benefiting from the minimal pre-delivery care recommended by the World Health Organization.  

The Millennium Development Goals Report is the most comprehensive global MDG assessment to date. It is based 

on a set of data prepared by over 20 organizations both within and outside the United Nations system, including 

the World Bank and Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD). The project is overseen 

by the UN Secretariat’s Department of Economic and Social Affairs.

For more information, see www.un.org/millenniumgoals or http://mdgs.un.org/unsd/mdg/
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