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Most maternal deaths could be avoided. More than 80 per 

cent of maternal deaths are caused by haemorrhage, sepsis, 

unsafe abortion, obstructed labour and hypertensive diseases 

of pregnancy. Most of these deaths are preventable when there 

is access to adequate reproductive health services, equipment, 

supplies and skilled healthcare workers.

More women are receiving antenatal care and skilled 

assistance during delivery.



Some 215 million women who would prefer to delay or avoid 

childbearing lack access to safe and effective contraception. It is 

estimated that meeting the unmet needs for contraception alone 

could cut — by almost a third — the number of maternal deaths.

Funding of reproductive and maternal health programmes 

is vital to meet the MDG target. Yet official development 

assistance for family planning declined sharply between 2000 

and 2008, from 8.2 to 3.2 per cent. Other external funding has 

also declined. There is now less money available to fund these 

programmes than there was in 2000. 


