
WHERE DO WE STAND?

Despite great strides in many countries, the target is 

unlikely to be met. Enrolment in primary education has 

continued to rise, reaching 89 per cent in the developing 

world in 2008. Between 1999 and 2008, enrolment 

increased by 18 percentage points in sub-Saharan Africa, 

and by 11 and 8 percentage points in Southern Asia and 

Northern Africa, respectively. 

But the pace of progress is insufficient to ensure that, by 

2015, all girls and boys complete a full course of primary 

schooling. To achieve the goal by the target date, all children 
1b-ScAhfhAoNAh5T9Iodhh,b5-o.6o,Sho h5h9TAonqqhg8AI

Moreover, providing enough teachers and classrooms is 

vital in order to meet demand, most notably in sub-Saharan 

Africa. It is estimated that double the current number of 

teachers would be needed in sub-Saharan Africa in order 

to meet the primary education target by 2015.

WHAT HAS WORKED?

•	 Abolishing school fees in Burundi, Ethiopia, Ghana, 

Kenya, Mozambique, Malawi, Nepal and Tanzania: 

The abolition of school fees at primary school level has 

led to a surge in enrolment in a number of countries. 

In Tanzania, the enrolment ratio had doubled to 99.6 

per cent by 2008, compared to 1999 rates. In Ethiopia, 

net enrolment was 79 per cent in 2008, an increase of 

95 per cent since 2000.  But the surge in enrolment in 

developing regions has brought a new set of challenges 

in providing enough teachers and classrooms.

•	 Investing in teaching infrastructure and resources in 

Ghana, Nepal and Tanzania: Ghana has recruited retirees 

and volunteers to meet teacher demand. Additional funds 

have also been allocated for the provision of temporary 

classrooms and teaching materials. In Nepal, investment 
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