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of a universal post-2015 development agenda,” Mr. Ban said. “Our efforts to achieve the MDGs are a critical building block 
towards establishing a stable foundation for our development efforts beyond 2015.”

However, some MDG targets related to largely preventable problems with available solutions, such as reducing child and 
maternal mortality and increasing access to sanitation, are slipping away from achievement by 2015, despite major progress. 
The report calls on all stakeholders to focus and intensify efforts on the areas where advances have been too slow or not 
reached all.

Ending open defecation key to greater MDG success

Since 1990, 2.3 billion people have gained access to an improved drinking water source. Over one-quarter of the world’s 
population has gained access to improved sanitation since 1990, yet one billion people still resort to open defecation. The vast 
majority—82 per cent—of people practicing open defecation now live in middle-income, populous countries. Much greater 
effort and investment will be needed to alter inadequate sanitation facilities.


