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working arrangements, lack of adequate social protection, low pay and difficult working conditions, stalled following 
the economic crisis. The proportion of people employed as either own-account or unpaid family workers increased 
from 28 per cent to 29 per cent between 2008 and 2009.

Access to paid work for women remains a challenge, with fewer than one in five paid jobs outside the agricultural 
sector held by women in 2009. 

Women’s participation in politics also remains among the weakest in the world, with only 9 per cent of seats held by 
women in single or lower houses of national parliaments by end-January 2011. 

On environmental sustainability, the report says the limits for sustainable water resources have already been exceeded 
in Western Asia, where around 2005, more than 100 per cent of the internal renewable water resources were 
withdrawn.  

The Millennium Development Goals Report, an annual assessment of regional progress towards the Goals, reflects 


