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High­level event on the Millennium Development Goals�
8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�+HDGTXDUWHUV�����6HSWHPEHU����� 

Committing to action: achieving the Millennium 
Development Goals 

Background note by the Secretary­General 

Introduction�
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FDQ�DFKLHYH�WKH�0LOOHQQLXP�'HYHORSPHQW�*RDOV��,W� LV�P\�ILUP�KRSH�WKDW�ZH�ZLOO�EH�
DEOH� WR� ORRN� EDFN� RQ� WKLV� GD\� DV� WKH�PRPHQW�ZKHQ� WKH� ZRUOG� JRW� EDFN� RQ� WUDFN� WR�
UHDFKLQJ�WKH�*RDOV��7KH�(YHQW�ZLOO�VHQG�D�VWURQJ�PHVVDJH��IURP�WKH�KLJKHVW�SROLWLFDO�
OHYHO� DKHDG� RI� WKH� )ROORZ�XS� ,QWHUQDWLRQDO� &RQIHUHQFH� RQ� )LQDQFLQJ� IRU�
'HYHORSPHQW� WR� EH� KHOG� LQ� 'RKD� IURP� ��� 1RYHPEHU� WR� �� 'HFHPEHU� ������ WKDW�
*RYHUQPHQWV� DUH� UHDG\� DQG� ZLOOLQJ� WR� VWUHQJWKHQ� WKH� JOREDO� SDUWQHUVKLS� IRU�
GHYHORSPHQW� LQ� VXSSRUW� RI� WKH� 0LOOHQQLXP� 'HYHORSPHQW� *RDOV� DQG� RWKHU�
LQWHUQDWLRQDOO\�DJUHHG�GHYHORSPHQW�JRDOV��

��� 7KH�SUHVHQW�EDFNJURXQG�QRWH�FRQWDLQV�D�FRQFLVH�DQDO\VLV�RI�WKH�FULWLFDO�DUHDV�LQ�
ZKLFK� DFWLRQ� LV� QHHGHG� WR� HQVXUH� ZH� UHDFK� WKH� 0LOW
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RI� HPSOR\PHQW�� 7R� DGGUHVV� WKLV� FKDOOHQJH�� WKHUH� LV� D� QHHG� WR� LPSOHPHQW� WKH� IXOO�
HPSOR\PHQW� DQG� GHFHQW� ZRUN� IRU� DOO� DJHQGD�� DORQJ� ZLWK� SROLFLHV� WR� SURPRWH�
VXVWDLQDEOH� VPDOO� DQG� PHGLXP�VL]HG� HQWHUSULVHV�� )RU� ERWK� XUEDQ� DQG� UXUDO� DUHDV��
FRXQWULHV� DQG� WKHLU� GHYHORSPHQW� SDUWQHUV� PXVW� ZRUN� WR� GHYHORS� WKH� LQIUDVWUXFWXUH�
DQG� VHUYLFHV� WKDW�ZLOO� SURPRWH� LQWHJUDWLRQ� LQWR� WKH� JOREDO� HFRQRP\� DQG� WR� HQKDQFH�
WKH� SURGXFWLYH� FDSDFLW\� RI� HQWHUSULVHV�� &RXQWULHV� VKRXOG� DOVR� DGRSW� XUEDQ�
GHYHORSPHQW� SROLFLHV� WKDW�ZLOO� XSJUDGH� VOXPV� DQG� JXDUDQWHH� WKH� SURYLVLRQ� RI� EDVLF�
VHUYLFHV��

http://www.un.org/esa/policy/wess/




http://www1.worldbank.org/education/efafti/
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WKHLU� FKLOGUHQ�� +RZHYHU�� DFKLHYLQJ� W

http://www.who.int/
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RI�SURJUDPPHV�IXQGHG�WKURXJK�WKH�*OREDO�)XQG��+RZHYHU��ZLWK����SHU�FHQW�RI�WKRVH�
LQ� QHHG� RI� DQWLUHWURYLUDO� WUHDWPHQW� VWLOO� QRW� UHFHLYLQJ� LW� DQG� NH\� +,9� SUHYHQWLRQ�
VHUYLFHV� VWLOO� QRW� UHDFKLQJ� WKRVH� ZKR� QHHG� WKHP�� HIIRUWV� WR� H[SDQG� SUHYHQWLRQ��
WUHDWPHQW�DQG�FDUH�SURJUDPPHV�KDYH�WR�EH�VWUHQJWKHQHG��6FDOLQJ�XS�+,9�SUHYHQWLRQ�
LV� HVVHQWLDO� WR� FRQWURO� WKH� HSLGHPLF�� ,QWHUQDWLRQDO� IXQGLQJ� IRU� SURJUDPPHV� LQ� ORZ�
DQG�PLGGOH�LQFRPH�FRXQWULHV�UHDFKHG�����ELOOLRQ�LQ�������D�WHQIROG�LQFUHDVH�LQ�OHVV�
WKDQ� D� GHFDGH�� <HW�� WKLV� VXP� IDOOV� VKRUW� RI� WKH� ���� ELOOLRQ� LQ� DVVLVWDQFH� UHTXLUHG�
DQQXDOO\�WR�FRPEDW�$,'6��

���� 0DODULD�NLOOV�RYHU���PLOOLRQ�SHRSOH�DQQXDOO\�����SHU�FHQW�RI�ZKRP�DUH�FKLOGUHQ�
XQGHU� �� LQ� VXE�6DKDUDQ�$IULFD��7KHUH� FRQWLQXH� WR� EH� EHWZHHQ� ���� PLOOLRQ� DQG� ����
PLOOLRQ� FDVHV� RI�PDODULD�ZRUOGZLGH� HDFK� \HDU���� 3URJUHVV� KDV� �
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GHJUDGDWLRQ� HURGHV� WKH� QDWXUDO� DGDSWDELOLW\� RI� HFRV\VWHPV�� ZKLFK� LQ� WKH� SDVW� KDV�
HQVXUHG�WKHLU�UHVLOLHQFH�LQ�VLWXDWLRQV�RI�GLVDVWHU�DQG�VDYHG�ERWK�OLYHV�DQG�OLYHOLKRRGV��
%HWWHU�PDQDJHPHQW�SUHVHQWV�DQ� RSSRUWXQLW\� IRU� WKH�DFKLHYHPHQW�RI� WKH�0LOOHQQLXP�
'HYHORSPHQW� *RDOV�� ,QGHHG�� WKH� 0LOOHQQLXP� (FRV\VWHP� $VVHVVPHQW� LQ� �����
FRQFOXGHG�WKDW�DQ\�SURJUHVV�DFKLHYHG�LQ�DGGUHVVLQJ�WKH�JRDOV�RI�SRYHUW\�DQG�KXQJHU�
HUDGLFDWLRQ�� LPSURYHG� KHDOWK� DQG� HQYLURQPHQWDO� SURWHFWLRQ� LV� XQOLNHO\� WR� EH�
VXVWDLQHG� LI�PRVW� RI� WKH�VHUYLFHV�SURYLGHG� E\� WKH�HFRV\VWHPV�XSRQ�ZKLFK�KXPDQLW\�
UHOLHV�FRQWLQXH�WR�EH�GHJUDGHG��7KH�XUEDQ�SRRU�DOVR�VXIIHU�IURP�GHJUDGHG�FRQGLWLRQV�
LQ� UDSLGO\� JURZLQJ� VOXP� FRPPXQLWLHV�� ,QWHJUDWLQJ� SRYHUW\� DQG� HQYLURQPHQWDO�
FRQFHUQV� LQWR� WKH� PDLQVWUHDP� RI� GHYHORSPHQW� SROLF\�� SODQQLQJ� DQG� LQYHVWPHQWV�
WKHUHIRUH�UHPDLQV�DQ�XUJHQW�SULRULW\��

���� &UXFLDO� WR� PDNLQJ� SURJUHVV� WRZDUGV� VXVWDLQDEOH� GHYHORSPHQW� LV� EURDG� SXEOLF�
SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�� LQFOXGLQJ� WKH� SRRU� DQG� PDUJLQDOL]HG� JURXSV�� LQ� GHFLVL
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LQ� VRPH� RI� WKH� ZRUOG¶V� PRVW� ELRORJLFDOO\� GLYHUVH� UHJLRQV� DQG� ROG� JURZWK� IRUHVW�
HFRV\VWHPV�� LQFOXGLQJ� 6RXWK�(DVW� $VLD�� 2FHDQLD�� /DWLQ� $PHULFD� DQG� VXE�6DKDUDQ�
$IULFD��7KLV�LV�FRQWULEXWLQJ�WR�FOLPDWH�FKDQJH��ORVV�RI�ELRGLYHUVLW\�DQG�LQFUHDVHG�ULVN�
RI� QDWXUDO� GLVDVWHUV�� DQG� LV� WKUHDWHQLQJ� WKH� OLYHOLKRRG
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���� %LRIXHOV� PD\� PDNH� D� FRQWULEXWLRQ� WR� UHGXFLQJ� JUHHQKRXVH� JDV� HPLVVLRQV��
OLPLWLQJ� IRVVLO� IXHO� GHSHQGHQF\� DQG� LQFUIX
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HVSHFLDOO\� FKDOOHQJLQJ� LQ�VXE�6DKDUDQ�$IULFD�DQG�6RXWK�DQG�:HVW�$VLD��(YHQ� LI� WKH�
WDUJHW� RI� VLJQLILFDQWO\� LPSURYLQJ� WKH� OLYHV� RI�DW� OHDVW�����PLOOLRQ� VOXP�GZHOOHUV� E\�
�����ZHUH�PHW��WKLV�QXPEHU�UHSUHVHQWV�RQO\����SHU�FHQW�RI�WKH�HVWLPDWHG�ZRUOG�VOXP�
SRSXODWLRQ�ZKLFK��DW�FXUUHQW�UDWHV�RI�H[SDQVLRQ��LV�H[SHFWHG�WR�WULSOH�P
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���� 6XSSRUW�PXVW�EH�SURYLGHG�IRU�ZRPHQ¶V�VHOI�HPSOR\PHQW�DQG�HQWUHSUHQHXUVKLS��
HVSHFLDOO\� LQ� UXUDO� DUHDV�� LQFOXGLQJ� WKURXJK� LPSURYHG� DFFHVV� WR� PLFURFUH
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LQGLFDWRUV� SURYLGH� LPSRUWDQW� PHDVXUHV� RI� JHQGHU� HTXDOLW\� DQG� HPSRZHUPHQW� RI�
ZRPHQ�� WKHUH� LV� QHHG� IRU� DGGLWLRQDO�� PRUH� FRPSUHKHQVLYH� LQGLFDWRUV�� 7KLV� ZLOO�
UHTXLUH� FRQFRPLWDQW� LPSURYHPHQWV� LQ� RIILFLDO� VWDWLVWLFV� DW� ERWK� WKH� QDWLRQDO� DQG�
LQWHUQDWLRQDO� OHYHOV� LQ� RUGHU� WR� SURGXFH� VXFK� GDWD� UHJXODUO\� DQG� ZLWK� VXIILFLHQW�
FRX
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SHUVSHFWLYHV� VKRXOG� EH� LQWHJUDWHG� LQ� DLG� PRGDOLWLHV� DQG� LQ� HIIRUWV� WR� HQKDQFH� DLG�
GHOLYHU\�PHFKDQLVPV� 

Trade�

���� ,Q� WKH�DUHD�RI� WUDGH��RQO\� VORZ�SURJUHVV�KDV� EHHQ�PDGH� WRZDUGV�DFKLHYLQJ� WKH�
0LOOHQQLXP�'HYHORSPHQW� *RDO� �� WDUJHW� RI� GHYHORSLQJ� IXUWKHU� DQ� RSHQ�� UXOH�EDVHG��
SUHGLFWDEOH�� QRQ�GLVFULPLQDWRU\� WUDGLQJ� DQG� ILQDQFLDO� V\VWHP� ZKLFK� VHUYHV� WKH�
GHYHORSPHQW� DJHQGD�� 7KHUH� KDV� EHHQ� QR� DJUHHPHQW� RQ� D� WUDGLQJ� V\VWHP� WKDW� ZLOO�
GHOLYHU� VXEVWDQWLDO� EHQHILWV� WR� GHYHORSLQJ� FRXQWULHV� VLQFH� WKH� LQLWLDWLRQ� LQ� ����� RI�
WKH�'RKD�5RXQG�RI�WUDGH�QHJRWLDWLRQV��,QVWHDG��FRXQWULHV�DUH�LQFUHDVLQJO\�FRPPLWWHG�
WR� ELODWHUDO�� SOXULODWHUDO� DQG� UHJLRQDO� WUDGH�� LQYHVWPHQW� DQG� RWKHU� HFRQRPLF�
DJUHHPHQWV��

���� 0HDQZKLOH�� OLWWOH� SURJUHVV� KDV� EHHQ� PDGH� LQ� DGGUHVVLQJ� WKH� VSHFLDO� QHHGV� RI�
WKH�OHDVW�GHYHORSHG�FRXQWULHV��DV�DUWLFXODWHG�LQ�WDUJHW����RI�0LOOHQQLXP�'HYHORSPHQW�
*RDO� ��� 7KH� GHJUHH� RI� SUHIHUHQFH� JLYHQ� WR� WKHP�� FRPSDUHG� WR� RWKHU� GHYHORSLQJ�
FRXQWULHV�� KDV� EHHQ� HURGHG� E\� WKH� SUROLIHUDWLRQ� RI� SUHIHUHQWLDO� VFKHPHV� JUDQWHG� E\�
GHYHORSHG� FRXQWULHV�� 3UHIHUHQWLDO� WUHDWPHQW� IRU� WKH� OHDVW� GHYHORSHG� FRXQWULHV� RQO\�
UHPDLQV�VLJQLILFDQW�LQ�UHJDUG�WR�DJULFXOWXUH��LQ�WHUPV�RI�GXW\�IUHH�PDUNHW�DFFHVV�DQG�
WKH� DYHUDJH� OHYHO� RI� DSSOLHG� WDULIIV�� ([FOXGLQJ� WKH� WUDGH� LQ� DUPV� DQG� RLO�� GXW\�IUHH�
DFFHVV�WR�WKH�PDUNHWV�RI�GHYHORSHG�FRXQWULHV�FRYHUV�RQO\����SHU�FHQW�RI�WKH�H[SRUWV�
RI� WKH� OHDVW�GHYHORSHG� FRXQWULHV�� IDU�EHORZ� WKH����SHU�FHQW� WDUJHW�HVWDEOLVKHG� LQ� WKH�
0LQLVWHULDO� 'HFODUDWLRQ� DGRSWHG� DW� WKH� 6L[WK� 0LQLVWHULDO� &RQIHUHQFH� RI� WKH� :RUOG�
7UDGH�2UJDQL]DWLRQ�KHOG�LQ�+RQJ�.RQJ��&KLQD��LQ�'HFHPEHU�������

���� 3UHIHUHQWLDO� PDUNHW� DFFHVV� IRU� WKH� OHDVW� GHYHORSHG� FRXQWULHV� WR� IRVWHU� JURZWK�
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FRXQWULHV� GURSSHG� E\� ���� SHU� FHQW� IURP� WKH�
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FRPPLWWHG� DW� GHFLVLRQ� SRLQW�� 7KH� ��� SRVW�FRPSOHWLRQ� SRLQW� FRXQWULHV� KDYH� DOVR�
EHQHILWHG� IURP� GHEW� UHOLHI� XQGHU� WKH� 0XOWLODWHUDO� 'HEW� 5HOLHI� ,QLWLDWLYH� �0'5,���
'HEW� UHOLHI� LQ�DOO� IRUPV� �+,3&��0'5,�� WUDGLWLRQDO�GHEW� UHOLHI�DQG� RWKHU�³YROXQWDU\´�
ELODWHUDO� GHEW� UHOLHI�� ZRXOG� UHGXFH� GHEW� VWRFN� IRU� WKH� ��� SRVW�GHFLVLRQ� SRLQW�
FRXQWULHV� IURP������ELOOLRQ�WR����ELOOLRQ�������139���ZKLFK�LV�D�UHGXFWLRQ�RI�PRUH�
WKDQ� ��� SHU� FHQW��7KLV�� WRJHWKHU� ZLWK� KLJK� FRPPRGLW\� SULFHV�� KDV� KHOSHG� WR� UHGXFH�
WKH�GHEW�VHUYLFH�UDWLR�IRU�DOO�GHYHORSLQJ�FRXQWULHV��IURP������SHU�FHQW�LQ������WR�����
SHU�FHQW�LQ������DQG�WR�DURXQG���SHU�FHQW�LQ�������WKHUHE\�FUHDWLQJ�DQ�HQYLURQPHQW�
IRU� LQYHVWPHQW� DQG� UHFRYHU\� ZLWKRXW� KHDY\� GHEW� EXUGHQV�� 7KLV� WUHQG� PD\� EH�
UHYHUVHG�� KRZHYHU�� LI� FRPPRGLW\� SULFHV� DUH� OHVV� EXR\DQW� LQ� WKH� FRPLQJ� \HDUV�����

0RUHRYHU�� WKH� GHEW� YXOQHUD

H
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Transfer of technology�

���� ,PSURYLQJ�WKH�DFFHVV�RI�GHYH
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Gap  National policies  Required global response�

(QVXUH�WUDQVSDUHQW�DQG�
UHGXFHG�PDUN�XSV�RQ�
HVVHQWLDO�PHGLFLQHV�

,QFUHDVH�DYDLODELOLW\�RI�
PHGLFLQHV�LQ�WKH�SXEOLF�
VHFWRU�

5RXWLQHO\�PRQLWRU�
PHGLFLQH�SULFHV�WR�HQVXUH�
DIIRUGDEOH�DYDLODELOLW\�

,QFUHDVH�IXQGLQJ�IRU�
UHVHDUFK�DQG�GHYHORSPHQW�
LQ�PHGLFLQHV�UHOHYDQW�WR�
GHYHORSLQJ�FRXQWULHV��
LQFOXGLQJ�PRVW�QHJOHFWHG�
GLVHDVHV 

Improved access 
to technology�

1R�VSHFLILF�QXPHULFDO�WDUJHWV�IRU�
WKH�JOREDO�SDUWQHUVKLS�RQ�
WHFKQRORJ\�KDYH�EHHQ�GHILQHG�

'HVSLWH�UDSLG�GLIIXVLRQ�RI�,&7�LQ�
GHYHORSLQJ�FRXQWULHV��WKH�GLJLWDO�
GLYLGH�EHWZHHQ�GHYHORSHG�DQG�
GHYHORSLQJ�FRXQWULHV�LV�ZLGHQLQJ�

)RUPXODWH�QDWLRQDO�
LQIRUPDWLRQ�DQG�
FRPPXQLFDWLRQV�
WHFKQRORJ\��,&7��
VWUDWHJLHV�DOLJQHG�ZLWK�
EURDGHU�GHYHORSPHQW�
VWUDWHJLHV�

([SDQG�ERWK�EDVLF�
LQIUDVWUXFWX

SH

X

OL


