


University of Barcelona and the Catalan state savings bank assessed that Spanish per capita output would have declined
over the past ten years, rather than growing by

an actual annual rate of 2.6 per cent, if not for

the arrival of migrants during that period.

European countries are taking steps to address

a major impediment to prospects of migrant
communities—poor academic performance of
the second generation, which translates into a
higher probability of unemployment and welfare
dependency among migrant than among non-
migrants. In the EU overall, unemployment
levels among foreigners are almost twice as high
as those among EU citizens. To improve the
labour-market performance of migrants, several
receiving countries have language and vocational
training programmes, often focusing on migrant
women, who tend to have greater limitations

in finding jobs. In addition, countries such as
the Netherlands and Sweden o er incentives to
employers hiring the long-term unemployed, to
the benefit of many migrants.

Perilous waters

From a broader perspective, the multicultural ap-
proach to assimilation of migrants—which in the
1970s replaced the “melting pot” concept—has
been under critical review. e last few years have



