
-
stan, Sri Lanka and Vietnam remain important origins for migrants, both for the region and overseas. China, India 
and on a smaller scale Thailand are important as both host countries and major countries of origin. See tables 1 and 2.

The transformation of some nations from major countries of origin to receiving countries corresponds roughly with 
the take-off of economic development in the region. A similar process took place in the former countries of origin in 
Europe, such as Italy, Ireland, Spain and Portugal. 





The case of China

With its immense population, dynamic economic growth and social and scientific advancement, but 
also the still very large numbers of people living in poverty within its borders, China is a growing 
source country for international migration-one whose significance may still rise in the coming years. 
China appears to have overtaken Mexico as the source of the major outflow of migrants in the world. 
Its emigrants go mainly to the non-European members of the Organisation for Economic Cooperation 
and Development, according to OECD figures, and according to the International Organization for 
Migration it is the world’s major country of origin.

An article in the Hong Kong Weneweipo estimates that 560,000 Chinese are emigrating every year.  
This figure compares with statistics that show 256,000 emigrating to OECD countries in 2004. See 
table 3 next page. Although the annual number of Chinese migrating to OECD nations rose over the 
course of 1995–2004 by roughly 250 per cent, the peak came 2001 and 2002, when annual emigration 
to OECD members topped 300,000 twice in a row. Total Chinese emigration to the 30 economically 
advanced OECD nations surpassed two million over the course of 1995–2004.

The largest country of destination among OECD member States is Japan, receiving 90,000 Chinese 
migrants in 2004. Among the second tier are the United States, Canada, the Republic of Korea and 
EU member States.

Reports from China’s Central News Agency on Chinese migrants in Canada give an indication of 
what the characteristics of Chinese migrants may be in developed countries overall. About 40 per cent 



Table 3: Arrivals of Chinese migrants by country, for selected years  (Thousands)


