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Ladies and Gentlemen,

Mr/Mrs Chairperson,

I am the coordinator of the Virus Outbreak Data Network (VODAN) — Africa. | am a computer
scientist and a member of the Africa Academy of Sciences. | am honoured to speak here today,
representing our network in Least Developed countries including Liberia, Ethiopia, Somalia,
Uganda, Tanzania, Sudan and South Sudan. Our members also include Nigeria, Kenya, Zimbabwe
and Tunisia.

The Ebola Outbreak in Liberia and West Africa taught us that digital tools are essential to solve a
health crisis. Satellite equipment was flown in and data was used to get the crisis under control.
However, today the Ministry of Health in Liberia does not have all the data generated in Liberia on
the crisis. The data might be in many places but not in Liberia, where it was produced. The
importance of data has become even more clear in the COVID-19 Pandemic. But who owns the
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