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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The review was commissioned by the Ministry of Trade, Industry, Regional Integration and
Employment (MoTIE) as the national Focal Point for Least Developed Countries (LDCs).
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Rainfall variability, exacerbated by climate change leads to production shortfalls that must be
complemented by imports. The combined effect of high and fluctuating international food prices
and low national production leads to high inflationary pressure on the domestic food market,
eroding purchasing power

The Gambia ranks seventh among countries with the youngest populations; half of the 1.9 million
population is below 17. Those between 15-24 years account for 19.5 per cent. To aggravate the
situation, youth unemployment is at 38 per cent (13-30 years), with higher unemployment rates
for females than males (44.7 per cent versus 29.5 per cent)(SDG Road Map,2016)

Furthermore, despite the MDG gains in access to basic education, the IHS (2015) estimates
presents a gloomy picture: only four in ten people can read and write; only one in ten (15 years
and above) has completed primary education; three in 100 have completed post-secondary
education; and one in ten of the labour force (15-64 years) has benefited vocational training.

1.2. Methodology and Process for the Review

To facilitate this review exercise, the Ministry of Trade, Industry, Regional Integration and
Employment (MoTIE) as the focal point for LDCs in The Gambia, coordinated the review. In that
position as the focal point, it also served as the Contracting Authority responsible for hiring a
Consultant to guide, facilitate and coordinate the review process.

To effectively guide the process the Ministry (MoTIE) sent a mail to all the sectors reflected in
this present report notifying them of the review exercise and soliciting their full participation on
the process. Thereafter, the Consultant designed the Terms of Reference (TOR) for the review to
guide the sector representatives in the preparation of sector reports. This was followed by the
Consultant visiting the sectors to go through the TOR with the sector representatives for ensuring
clarity and understanding of the assignment and what is required of them. The sector
representatives are either heads of the Planning Units of the sectors concerned or heads of the
particular units relevant to the sector issue.

Once the sectors prepared their reports, these were sent to the Consultant to review and compile
it into the present National Report. The draft report was then sent to the MoTIE as the
Contracting Authority for review. Thereafter, the Ministry organised a Validation Workshop with
the full participation of all the sector representatives who were directly involved in the
preparation of the sector reports, as well as other stakeholders from other sectors of
government and the United Nations System Agencies operating in The Gambia. After the
Validation Workshop the Consultant revised-4(or)6( )-93(h)-4(iri)9(n4.78 18/(re)-2(p)-4(or)6(t)] T,e)9(n09.05(h)
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Il. THE NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT PLANNING (NDP) PROCESS
In the development of the current NDP (2018-2021), Thematic Working Groups were established
and provided with guidelines to ensure that the plan &1 ISHS0idS 27 (iKS ayS& DI-Y oll-£0

To oversee the plan preparation process, a National Development Plan Policy Steering
Committee was set up and comprised of Permanent Secretaries in the Office of the President,
the Office of the Vice President, the Ministry of Finance and Economic Affairs, Personnel
Management Office, Ministry of Higher Education and the Solicitor General.

Plan preparation and validation was through a rigorous and broad participatory process
involving, among other steps:

A Common Country Assessment conducted in 2015, involving consultations across all the
administrative regions and districts of the country, in close collaboration with the United Nations
system in The Gambia;

Setting up of Thematic Working Groups, consultation with key stakeholders and elaboration of a
draft plan. The TWGs comprised of government and key national stakeholders such as, Private
sector, Civil Society, the Youth, National Assembly etc.;

A donor consultation forum;
A national validation workshop with a broad spectrum of the stakeholder community;

Briefing/consultations with the National Assembly members (NAMs), Permanent Secretaries and
development partners prior to plan finalization;

Contributions from the Gambia National Think Tank (GAMNATT); and

A UN MAPS mission that visited the country during the formulation process made suggestions on
KS tflyla 13yY Syl giiK (KS {dalily1-6fS 550St2LY Syl D214 6{5Da0 IyR (KS Clial ¢Sy SHI
Implementation Plan of Agenda 2063 of the African Union

Plate 1: Interactive session in a lower basic school
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1. ASSESSMENT OF PROGRESS AND CHALLENGES IN
THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE ISTANBUL PROGRAMME OF ACTION

I11.1. ECONOMIC DEVELOPMEN INDICATORS

111.1.1. SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND INNOVATION

The major target for science, technology and innovation in the implementation of the National
Development Plan (2018-nxmb 1 {2 GodR I- OG0 Y 1-3a 2F G11-6S 1-yR 02 Y LISHIIGS LIN2Rd0010S
capacity in science, technology and innovation to achieve structural transformation of the
SO2y2Y 80 ¢KIA ISLI2UG 1-45853d (KS LN230SEa YIRS ty iKS 10KISESY Syl 27 (K& (1aShe 51-01- 2y
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assessing the existence of a critical mass of scientists and researchers in the country as well as
the potential for sustaining a steady supply of the scientific workforce from educational
institutions.

In terms of performance of these indicators, the private research institutions outperformed
public research institutions in many ways. For example, a total of 1, 485 R&D personnel has been
reported for The Gambia during the 2018 R&D Survey, of which 8.42% are researchers. Women
account for 30% of total R&D personnel and 27% of researchers. If this figures are taken as they
are, The Gambia would be among the African countries with the highest R&D personnel per
million population only falling behind Senegal, Kenya, South Africa and Egypt ((NPCA), 2014). The
challenge is that the data is highly skewed by contribution from the Private-not-for-profit sector,
which accounts for 89% of total R&D personnel and 70% of researchers in the country. If only the
public sector is considered in this analysis, the cou
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government. Thus, efforts should consider improving training programmes in STEM for female
researchers especially at the PhD level among government research institutions.

Figure 1: Qualification of R&D Personnel disaggregated by highest qualification and gender

Source: Authors compilation from the 2018 National R&D Survey

¢KS TIRIK 3214 27 (KS TyMiSR bl-ii2ya {dail-y1-0fS 5SEStRLY Syl D2144 6{5D pi 45514 2 al-0KISES
3SyRSI Sljzlfiie 1yR SYL2eSI 1t ¢2Y'Sy IyR a8 ¢Kid 321€ 1a Y2US NSESaIyi ly a0iSy0St
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WY L2y 13 I S8 RSESE2UY Sy lyRIOIi2) (2 Y SI-adiS 3SyRSU Sljazl-fiig ty {¢9a SRa0l-ii2y I'yR
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Figure 4: Chart showing the proportion of students in STEM in senior secondary schools and the percentage share of
female students in STEM in The Gambia in 2018.
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Figure 6: Lecturers in tertiary and higher education institutions, disaggregated by gender and field of science in The Gambia in ‘18
Ly iKS KIIKSI SRaz01-ii2y 30z6maS0i2IE &13ymol-yi ST\l KI-4 65Sy YIRS (2 SyadziS Sljoziil-ofS 100534
120 620K Y'SY I'yR 62Y Sy Iy (SUiiHE 1-yR KI3KSH SRaz01-ii2y lyaiidziizyae 1 a13ymmol-yi OKI-ESy3s 1
(KS ty1-6ifiie 27 t2emy02Y'S TI-YIE1SA (2 18 121 dyidSianie SRaz01-ii2y 121 iKSI OKMRISYD ¢KS alyralie
2F 113KSH 9ROy LI2¢IRSA DI-Y 0ll- D2¢SIy'Y Syt {0K2£IHiaKILIA (2 RSaSIgly3 IyR KHIRtg20ly3
alzRSyla 1 201 dzy dSUEiNSE I-yR 20K SH GSHiAHIR hyaiticii2ya Siik KIFK Li2iie (2 {¢9a TSR

QMBS ty” Hamy! 205N T2ull KdzyRISR 30K 2(1MEKILE 6cers aldST 0372 CSY 1S KIS 0SSy -6 MIRSR (2

23



UKS GHISGe 2F LI23N-Y'Y'Sa 2TFSISR Iy {¢9a {2 T 2yte (KS ol-410 301Sy0Sa IS 2FSISRT LIK&&i0a!
OKSYHaller ol2t238 IyR Y HIKSY 1100

24



ZIHISSI LIi23NSad2y LI2aSR 1+ @3ymnolyi OKIHESy3S 1Y 2y3 {¢9a JNl-Ruzl-iSa TiR2Y (KS TainRSINSS
£505t0 {ly0S SEalty3 KIIKSH SRaz0I-ii2y tyaildziizya £1-01 GKS tyalid00i2y1£ OILII-0MG@ 1-yR NSa2d21054 (2
Nizy” Y 1-3iSHA 1-yR tK5 LI2FNI-YY S& ly 6li21-R {¢9a TIStRE) a4l 2F (KS 02dzy it (iI-ySR LiSia2y3/St
IS SKIKSI l-ySR 20081RS (KS 024zyliie (KI2d3K oMI-GSI 20K 26HEKILE T2Y 20KSH 020zyHNSa: 20
(KU2d3K KIFKER 02 Y LISHIGS I-yR £Saa 1I4E1-6tS 320Sly'Y Syl 205185 1-4 30K 26 HIEKILIEL R2y2dzll FlzyRSR
OI-LJI-0Ni@ oditRly3 LN2eSOlA IMyR £5&a 2FiSy (KIRd3K tyRIGIRdzI£ TazyRiy30

Ly iSNY "3 2F {¢9a LISIaRYY/SE 721 idzi2Wy3 ly ¢ 1914 I (20iI€ 2T ppy LISIaRyYSt KIFS 0SSy ISO2IRSR
120 mamyt hdzd 27 (K& 7360ST mnomes> ISy GKS y1-dazil£ Z01Sy0Sar mytmaiz ly” Sy3AlySSily3 IyR
(1SOKy2t238T mctndi 1y Y SRIOI IyR KSIK 301Sy0S TSR I-yR nong/ s y” I-3M0dztldzil-€ 01Sy0S TSR0
¢KS (201 LISUERyYSE ty (1KSES T1StRa 02yaiidiS Y 20S iK1y KIF 2F I LISIA2YYSE 6poome > ity GSHiN-R
I'yR KIIKSU SRaz01-i12y tyaiildzii2yas Ly (SUYd 27 1jal-in0l-ii2ya 6aSS oMi2iH wSTSISY0S a2d0S vz
T20zyR00 2y Tochy > 27 ESO00dzISHA 1S 1jzI-FASR 1 (KS K5 £S5t ¢KSNS 1a ySSR 2 1Y LNi20S dKS ljdzI-fiie
2F 7100zt 1y K SAS yallddzin2ya (Ki2d3K (-yry3 1yR 02ylly2da LI2TSaai2y1€ RSESELIY Syl

13 KIFKEIKISR ly (KS LNSH2dza aS0iizyr (KSUS 1 dxi3Syl ySSR (2 aliSyaikSy” SExaltyd Likotio
lyaiidzii2ya iKii2aaK 02ft-02MI-IdSKY Syi2iya LIi23Nl-Y'Y'Sa ghik Y2US IRaI-YOSR drylgSuainsa i2
LI2AIRS {dziizy ty” oli2I-R {¢9a TIStRa 6SAYYly3 GliK (K2&S HISI-4 27 &li-iS310 1Y LI2Nil-y0S i2 (KS
32001€ I'yR S02y2Y10 J2&iK 27 (1KS O2dzyHiey ZaliSyh Srr21ia 27 320S0yY Syl (2 (ul-yr20y" 0Sliitly
(SuinHiR yaiidiya 2 ayldSiainsSa: a0k 144 iKS DeelL (2 (KS ! yigSiaiie 21 {01Sy0S: 9yalySSily3 IyR
¢SOKy2t238 IS fl-iRIMS IyR Kl Li2iSyiil€ 2 1YLUI00 32012502y2Y10 &StioStya LN2GIRSR &d:0K
dzyRSUi-y3a HIS 61-01SR 68 aili2y3 IyR adzailySR 320S0yY Syl 02Y Yy Syt Y Syli2ily3 fizY
I-RSIjozliSte 1jol-mSR dryndSualinsa Sk (kS LNSISIjaaiiS SELISHiES 1yR SELISSYOS! IyR 2y (KS
RSY YR 8RS 27 lyy20ldi2yT 320SlyY Syl aK2dfR 02yaRSI LI2Y20ly3 |- aili2y3 lyRdzalinl-€
RSGSE2LIY Syl adzLiLi2Ni 38a0SY {2 adzadl-y RSY IyR 721 460K &1)ta 1yR Ol-LI1-6Mi1SE0

In analysis of the qualifications of R&D Personnel as it relates to the quality and impact of R&D
outputs, we make reference to the bibliometric analysis conducted by the African Observatory
of Science, Technology and Innovation (AOSTI) on scientific production in the ECOWAS Region.
The analyses is based on two major databases, hamely: Web of Science by Thompson Reuters
and Scopus by Elsevier (ECOWAS, 2017). The analyses focus on key and relevant indicators:
number of articles published; growth index; specialisation index; average relative impact factor;
average relative citation; and collaboration index. From the analysis of the quality of scientific
production of the ECOWAS Region using positional analyses, most of the research conducted in
The Gambia can be found located at the top right quadrant of the graph (see Error! Reference
source not found.). This quadrant is synonymous with excellence. According to the ECOWAS
1082 S0 hdzit221 namc! alyaiiidil2ya 1-yR 02dyGinSa ty (Kid ljdz1-RIl-yE 0aLISON-EThy38 Iy iKS 33Sy
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frequently cited than the world average in the [given fields]. This signifies a very high quality of
Gambian research production. From the graph below, clinical medicine and biomedical research
top the list followed by public health and health services and general science and technology
(ECOWAS, 2017). The performance of The Gambia in this quadrant is pulled down by the
underperformance of similar institutions in the Region, thus regional performance in the same
domains fall to the third quadrant. This quadrant signifies field specialisation while the Syfiiga
impact is below the world average.

Figure 8: Positional analysis of scientific production in The Gambia (2008 — 2013)

Source: ECOWAS Bibliometric Outlook, 2016
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111.1.2. INFRASTRUCTURAL DEVELOPMENT AND MANAGEMENT (ROAD, SEA AND AIR)

Indicator

2018
NDP Based Year

2019

2020

NDP Target Year

2021

Objective 1: Increase the road network in good /fair condition
Increase  Primary road in | 79.3% 94.4% 98.4% 100%
good/fair condition
Percentage of Secondary Roads | 46.8% 49.8% 51.8% 53%

in good /fair condition
Percentage of rural roads in good
condition
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Banjul and Greater Banjul Area; and excludes the primary and secondary roads intercepted by Banjul
urban boundaries. The rural feeder roads consist of 2,556 km and account for 65.19% of the

classified network.

Road density, a measure of connectivity within a country, shows that The Gambia has a road density

30



condition aggravates vehicle operating costs and increases passengers travel time which is a serious

burden on the economy.
Table 6: Condition of the Classified Road Network in The Gambia

Network Length Paved Gravel/Earth Poor Fair Good
Class km)  (km)  (km) %) (%) (%)
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Regional connectivity refers to the road infrastructure needed to connect national capitals and
all other large cities (those with a population of more than 250,000) to the main international
border crossings and major deep sea ports/airports. The road infrastructure considered
appropriate to achieve this regional connectivity includes 137kms of interurban roads with at
least two paved lanes and hard shoulders of at least 2 meters on each side. This is attained by
the Gambia in terms of infrastructure quantity. However, the Gambia fall short in terms of quality
of infrastructure which should be about 100% as against about 80% for The Gambia for this class

of transport infrastructure.

National connectivity: - National connectivity refers to the road infrastructure needed to connect
provincial capitals and other secondary cities (with a population of at least 25,000) to the regional
network described above. The infrastructure considered appropriate to achieve this national

connectivity for The Gambia consists of a minimum of one-
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network, bus network and truck routes, and traffic management plan for Central Business District

(CBD) in the city environment.
Key Challenges

The Government has made some progress in developing the transport sector in the past few years.
However, key challenges affecting the sector include: the institutional, policy and regulatory
environment; the absence of a transport sector-wide Master Plan; the quality of infrastructure is
poor due to maintenance neglect and rapid urbanization is creating a transport crisis in the Greater
Banjul Metropolis. The donor funding for financing infrastructure development and management

also appeared to be a challenge constraining the sector

Recommendation for Action
The Government needs to allocate sufficient resources to road infrastructure
development and management. The government of the Gambia fully rely on the donors
for new road investment, and lili evident that recently there is a donor fatigue in the
sector. Therefore, there is the need to look for new innovative means like PPPs to

accelerate progress in the development of the sector.
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There is the need to enhance institutional capacity building in road transport sector to
enhance proper planning, programming and execution of road works and managing
contractors and consultants;

There is the need to support programme for the development of the Local Road
Construction Industry; starting with Labour based method in collaboration with ILO and
other development partners and GAMWORKS; and private sector management of heavily
trafficked road corridors

Initiation of a Road Safety Programme with creation of necessary institutional framework-

National Road Safety Council with a secretariat to develop its work programme.

OBJECTIVE 2: INCREASE AIR TRAFFIC AND PASSENGER MOVEMENT

Brief Situation Analysis

Air Transport plays a major role within the Gambia Transport System in providing international
gateways for the business community with the rest of the world and is of critical importance for
the Gambia Tourist Industry. Because of the small size of the country, domestic air transport has
not been part of the internal transport system. Transport by Air into and out of The Gambia is via
the Banjul International Airport (BIA) situated at Yundum, about 24 kilometers to the south-east
of Banjul and it is the only airport. The current capacity at the Banjul International Airport (BIA)
is only optimally utilized during the tourist season of November to April each year; waiting for

new business case for the rest of the year.
Air Traffic Movement

Air Traffic demand at Banjul International Airport continues to grow significantly. In 2018, a total
of 326,757 passengers was handled at the airport depicting an increase of 25% compared to the
preceding year. This figure has increase to 406,029 in 2019.This upward trajectory which is
projected to continue for the foreseeable future was made possible by a massive 60% increase

in regional traffic and a 15.2% rise in European/International traffic during the period.
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One of the key milestones in our aviation industry in The Gambia is the commencement of
operations at Banjul International Airport by one of the global giants in the airline industry,
Turkish Airlines in last quarter of 2018. This renowned international legacy carrier, which is the
largest airline operator in the world in terms of number of destinations served, operates a
frequency of three weekly flights between Banjul and Istanbul. This is not only enhancing
02yyS0iigiie oSigSSy . Iyet I-yR KS 1Sl 27 (KS &20tR odii 14 1632 Lidzlity3 (KS 02dzyNg0d I-an-ii2y”
industry on the global stage as it indicates the ability of the country to welcome and serve such

global carriers.
Infrastructure improvement at Banjul International Airport (BIA)

Facilities and infrastructure at the airport continue to be improved in line with the Airport
Improvement Project. Ongoing works at the airport include the rehabilitation of the New
Passenger Terminal Building which is expected to address functionality issues relating to
passenger flow and facilitation whilst ensuring optimal use of terminal floor spaces. At the end
of this phase, the capacity of the terminal building will be increased to handle up to 500,000
passengers per annum. Which means the target of 500,000 passengers per annum by 2021 would

be achieved.

As per international standards, Common User Passenger Processing Systems (CUPPS) including

self-
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domestic traffic density and a functional Gambian-based airline both of which are not the case.
Getting all stakeholders to get the business case to make the BIA viable is a major challenge for
the sub-sector. Given current traffic level of less than 500,000 passengers a year, the BIA may not

be attractive for private sector investment.
Recommendations for Further Actions

There is the need for vigorous marketing of the BIA for capacity utilization during the off-
tourist season; an emerging strategy is that of promoting the BIA as an air transport hub
in West Africa. This requires a lot of buy-in from stakeholders both within and outside of
The Gambia to justify any capacity expansion both for the passenger terminal and runway.
Given current traffic level which is less than the break-even of at least 500,000 Pax per
annum, the BIA may only be attractive for private sector investment on a long-term
management contract.

The dimensioning of airport infrastructure and facilities call for marketing the airport for
business during the off-tourist season. With small business travel given the low per capita
income of The Gambia and the small population, other export promotion opportunities
need to be explored including marketing the airport as a hub in the sub-region. There is

the need to have a home-based carrier for the Gambia.

OBJECTIVE 3: INCREASE PORT PERFORMANCE AND PRODUCTIVITY
Situation Analysis

The Port of Banjul is the only maritime port managed by the GPA and is the gateway for the
export/import trade of the Gambia accounting for over 80% of total international trade. The
Gambia Maritime Administration is responsible for the regulation of the maritime transport
sector. The Banjul Port presently has two jetties, the Banjul Wharf and the New Banjul Jetty with
combined quay length of 428 metres. The two installations comprise at inner and outer sides five

berths and a Ro-Ro Ramp facility at the northern end of the New Banjul Jetty.
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Traffic at the Port of Banjul

Key among the indicators to measure the performance and productivity of the Port is the
throughput of the port per year. Throughput at the Port of Banjul registered 3% growth in 2018
when compared to 2017 (2,465,267MT in 2018 and 2,397,725MT in 2017).

The Port is also investing in necessary infrastructure with the view to improving service delivery,
GPA has finalized the procurement of 8 New Terminal Tractor trailers and 1 Empty Container
Handler. This would go a long way in boosting productivity during vessel operations as well as

enhancing performance at the terminals.

The GoTG is planning for a port expansion with a 200 metre wharf extension with capacity to
handle larger vessels of over 20,000 DWT. But this is on the proviso, that there is concessioning

of the container terminals which will lead to increased efficiency to restore the ports competitive

37



hour which is at a low of 10 moves per hour compared to industry average of 20-30 moves per hour.
126505 120 KI-yRily3 27 3SySil 011321 (KS . 1+yRdzt t20i03 1-0KISES Y Syl 2F nu (i2yhes per gang hour is

comparable to international benchmark of greater than 30 tons per hour (See Table 3.6. below on

the Banjul Port Performance Indicators compared to industry benchmark).

Table 7: Banjul Port Productivity and Performance Indicators

Indicator

Banjul Port

International Benchmark

% Berths in good condition

65

80 -100
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the port, leaving little room for port expansion or port service industries to develop in the future.
This will call for development of inland transport connection and effective coordination between
the Banjul Port Master Plan, the Banjul Urban Development Master Plan and National
Transportation Master Plan that require intermodal coordination of surface transport that may
necessitate use of container barges to off port ICD on the bank of the River Gambia outside the

urban boundary.

Recommendations
There is the need to further improve the facilities at the port of Banjul to enhance its
performance and productivity
The role of the private sector in the further development of the Sector calls for
institutional restructuring of the GPA from a public service model to that of a Landlord
model in order to improve operational efficiency and hold its competitive position in the
fierce competition with other regional ports. Globalization has affected the port and
shipping industry in a way that the port management model has moved from public
service ports to landlord model in order to improve efficiency in the face of increasing
containerization of world trade that is growing and has replaced break bulk cargo.
Better handling capacity for bulk cargo and container logistics to improve current
operational performance; and Improved regional road connections with trade and
transport facilitation measures to the hinterland countries of the port.

The Banjul Port needs to be relocated to an expandable area such as Sanyang or Kartong
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(@) road user tax levied on road users;
(b) vehicle licensing fees;
(c) vehicle registration fees;
(d) grants, donations and endowments that may be received within and outside The
Gambia;
(e) subventions from Government, and
() any other road user charges that may, from time to time, be allocated to the Road Fund
by any other law (e.g. levy on fuel)
In spite of the 2003 Act setting up the NRA with a Road Fund, that has to provide the required
flow of funds for the maintenance of the road network, the GoTG has not operationalized the
Road Fund. The subvention provided from the budget over the years 2016-2018 has been
consistently less than 30% of maintenance needs as indicated in Table below. Given the huge
shortfall between needs and actual subvention most of the planned repair works had to be

deferred resulting in mounting backlog of periodic maintenance.

Table 1: Summary of funding gap on road maintenance

YEAR BUDGETED AMOUNT (GMD) | ACTUAL RELEASED TO ROAD FUND (FUEL LEVY) | % DIFF

2016 | 277,451,261.00 85,350,150.00 (69.24)
2017 | 187,057,104.00 104,011,760.73 (44.40)
2018 | 325,476,288.65 112,140,402.17 | (65.55)

As per the EU/TA on proposed Road Sector Policy, it is estimated that a levy of an average of
GMD 3.0 (US12 cents) per litre on approximately 75 million litre of diesel and petrol currently
sold per annum would raise an additional revenue of between GMD 180 million and GMD 200

million annually. This complemented by other sources of revenue for the Road Fund will more
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than meet the required annual maintenance cost estimate of about GMD 250 million for a

sustainable road network.

Fuel levy will to a large extent reflect the intensity of use of the road network by the road user

and to some extent the vehicle size. Resolving this is a major challenge to new road investment.
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Government needs to explore PPPs as a tool to close the infrastructure gap.
There is also the need to reform the procurement process to enable the Ministry and NRA

to undertake certain works and the participation of small local contractors in the
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111.1.3. TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICES

1. INTRODUCTION

In our survey, we termed and polarized Telecommunication Services in two different categories;
one as service that includes Internet Services, Mobile Services and Telephone Services and
another as service that includes everything mentioned above plus both Radio and Television

43



44









47



Best Practice: The Case for Collaboration

Collaboration ¢ it is seen that the more the service providers, regulator and government
collaborate the better. When the ECOWAN was established, initially it was not been used by the
private operators but when they came together and drew up a pricing framework, the reference
model, the private started using the ECOWAN infrastructure

IV. Recommendations for actions needed to accelerate further progress

Restructure and reposition Gamtel ¢ the inefficiency of Gamtel, the incumbent and manager of
the Backbone, is delaying the further development of the sector. It needs to be restructured for
better efficiency and repositioned to either wholesale or retail services provider but not both to
ensure fair level playing field among the service providers.

Discontinue duplication of efforts - there is dire need to ensure maximum collocation and sharing
of infrastructure. Government and the private should resolve all bottlenecks and ensure
maximum usage of the backbone and discontinue all micro-
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establishment of a national fibre backbone called the ECOWAN which spans over
900km across the length and breadth of the country.

The United Nations Development Program supported The Gambia in various activities
under the support to e-Government Initiative. This included the establishment of a
data centre with various e-government services such as emailing system, web portal.

VI1.2. Support government efforts to facilitate the transfer of relevant skills,
knowledge and technology for the development of
telecommunications infrastructure under mutually agreed terms

The United Nations Development Program supported the Gambia in providing it with
technical experts in the form of International and Local United Nations Volunteers.

VI1.3. Actively support private sector investment, including
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was between 60 percent and 77 percent as shown in graph 3 below. The 2019/20 pre-harvest
assessment and National Agriculture Sample Survey (NASS) will give us a clear picture of the
2019/20 cropping season

Graph 1: Households expectations on crop production 2018/19
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Source: Pre-harvest Assessment Report 2018/19

The National forecasts indicated a decline of 57percent as compared to 2017 cropping season and
67 percent compared to the five-year average. This is attributed to low rainfall and pest infestation
experienced in most regions. Production of coarse grains is forecasted to decline by 32 percent, rice
production by 12 percent and total cereals by one third of last year. Groundnuts the main cash crop
is expected to decline significantly i.e. by more than two thirds (62 percent). The only crop that is
expected to register significant increase in production is cowpea which could be attributed to the
provision of 40 tons of seed with fertilizer to the farming communities by FAO. Graph 4 below

further demonstrates the declining trend of staple food and cash crop production in the last 5 years.
Graph 2: National Cereal and Cash crop production trend (2013-2018)
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Source: Pre-harvest Assessment Report 2018/19
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Graph 3
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Graph 4: Production per capita and Coverage of grain Production by
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Source: Pre-harvest Assessment Report 2018/19

Livestock Production

The rearing of cattle and small ruminants represents an important role in the livelihoods of our
rural economy. The extensive ruminant production systems are predominantly dependent on
marginal grazing areas as their main source of feed.

The Gambia faces multiple stressors such as climate change variability, prolonged dry season,
and decreased access to quality forage resources, bushfires and encroachment by crop
cultivation. These have far-reaching consequences for animal production and productivity such
as loss of weight, reproductive wastage and mortality.

In all surveyed areas, more than 50 percent of households indicated a decrease in livestock
productivity. The delay in start of rains and reduced amounts negatively impacted on the biomass
yields of pastures and quantity of water in the natural water catchment points. As shown in the
graph below, majority of households interviewed expected a decrease owing to prevailing
conditions, with the highest in Janjanbureh at 64 percent, followed by Mansakonko 61 percent
and Basse at 54 percent.

Graph 5: Households expectations on Livestock numbers in 2018
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Source: Pre-harvest Assessment Report 2018/19

Food Security Analysis

The 2018/19 pre-harvest assessment revealed that the prevalence of food insecurity was 42
percent, of which 35 percent are moderately food insecure and 7 percent are severely food
insecure. This translates to 83,872 people with high vulnerability to food insecurity and 456,136
with moderate vulnerability.

Where are the food insecure people?

The level of food insecurity in Gambia varies by region. While Basse and Kuntaur remains the
LGAs with the highest rate of food insecurity at about 19 percent, it remains moderate in
Janjanbureh and Mansakonko at 15 percent and low in Kerewan and Brikama at 5 percent.

Who are the food insecure people?

Food insecurity was found to be higher among household heads with a lower level of formal
education. About 29 percent of households with household heads without formal education
were severely food insecure. Added to this are households that rely heavily on credit, petty trade
and borrowing. Food insecurity was also higher (20%) in households headed by persons over 65
years old. However, it was lower (5%) in households headed by adults between 42 to 50 years.
Households with sizes ranging from 10 to 12 were more affected by food insecurity; at 16% for
households exceeding 12 people. Female-headed households are less vulnerable (3%) than male-
headed households (8%).
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while in Mansakonko it was 34 percent. Except for Brikama, all the other regions stated the main
source of the food they consumed was coming from agriculture. In Kuntaur, 96 percent of the
households said they consumed food from agriculture with Basse (93.1%), Janjanbureh (90.4 %)

and Brikama (41%).

Table 2: Food sources at household level

Agriculture (%)

Imports (%)

The Gambia

79.6

20.4
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Prevalence of food insecurity
Household food insecurity prevalence

In Gambia, about 7 percent of households are food insecure (about 1 percent in a severe situation
and 6 percent in a moderate situation). About 60 percent of households are in marginal food
security and 31 percent in food security. Only 27 percent of women are food secure in comparison
to 32 percent of men.
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Figure 1: comparison of food security by gender
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Otherwise, the low level of food insecurity at the national level hides disparities at the LGA level.
In fact, food insecurity is highest in Basse (18%) and Kuntaur (19%); Kerewan is the region with
the least proportion of household with food insecurity.

CKSUS 1 I BY N2y ly UKS 1y1-8dd 27 iKS 122R aS0dzinie 505t 27 (KS 02yl RazS 2 iKS dzyity Ste
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Graph 7: Proportion of Food Insecurity by LGA
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Source: Pre-harvest Assessment Report 2018/19
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Food insecure and vulnerable population

Further analysis was done to
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In the Gambia, Cooperatives are found to be the largest organization, an autonomous association
of persons united voluntarily to meet their common economic, social and cultural needs and
aspirations through a jointly owned and democratically controlled enterprise. Primarily, there are
four main types of cooperatives in the country namely: Cooperative Produce Marketing Societies
(CPMS) that deals mainly groundnut marketing; Cooperative Credit Union deals with Savings
mobilization and issuing credit to members, Agricultural Cooperatives which deals with
Horticulture and Livestock; and Workers Cooperative mainly skill workers.

All the aforementioned cooperatives have immensely contributed to the socio-economic
development of the country until the liquidation of Gambia Cooperative Union (GCU) and de-
functioning of the Federation of Agricultural Cooperative Societies (FACS) which consequently
led to the formation of Apex bodies such as National Association of Co-operative Credit Union
Gambia (NACCUG) that manage the affairs of all the Credit Union in the country. The CPMS and
Agricultural Cooperatives are run by the committees of individual societies which are regulated
by the Office of the Registrar of Cooperatives who also doubles as the Director of Agribusiness
Service Unit currently.

However, such transformation of agriculture cannot be done without effective participation of
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and Niani Sukuta, CRR, and produced 400
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Sdziity3 D/ 1+ LNi2eS000a ©FS 080fS dzLd 2 RI-GS I- (21 2T 2,500 Ha of tidal irrigated rice scheme has
been rehabilitated thus representing 100% achievement as far as project target i.e. 2,500 Ha is
concerned. In addition to the 2,500 Ha rehabilitated to improve irrigation and drainage services
planned by the project, accumulative production of 30,424 metric tons of paddy has been
produced during 2018/2019 cropping season.

This cumulative total i.e. 30,424 metric tons produced during the period under review, represents
25% of the total 122,000 metric tons targeted in the NDP for rice. Rice productivity has also
improved over the 5 years of project implementation,
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Furthermore, NARI has been conducting research on nutritive sensitive agriculture on bio-
fortified pearl millet sourced from ICRISAT and are being screened; 8 orange flesh sweet potato
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Recently, the KR2 project distributed the following items to the beneficiaries: 50 power tillers; 10
pumping machines; 50 coose milling machines; 50 rice milling machines; 100 rice threshers aimed
at addressing the post-harvest losses incurred in rice production; 100 tarpaulins of various sizes
also aimed at addressing the post-harvest losses incurred in rice production; 600 metric tons of
fertilizers; assorted vegetables seeds; 50 metric tons of groundnut seeds cert
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Increase tourist arrivals from diversity of source markets

This indicator Is the total number of arrivals by air from the different source markets both the
Traditional (Britain, Sweden, Denmark, Finland, Norway, Germany, Belgium, Dutch, Spain) where
majority of the tourist arrival comes from and the Non-Traditional Markets (French, America,
Italy, Austria, Czech, Poland, Ireland, Nigeria, Russia, others) which are countries that The Gambia

does not attract much tourist arrivals from but interest in the destination is gradually increasing.

Increase direct employment
This indicator focuses on