
1)  The Start of a Dialogue on Age, Gender, and Diversity (AGD) 

Leaving No One Behind:  
Ensuring an Age, Gender, and Diversity (AGD)  
Inclusive Approach to Internal Displacement 
Joint Submission to the High-Level Panel on Internal Displacement 

The	High-Level	Panel	on	Internal	Displacement	(HLP)	has	a	unique	opportunity	to	offer	clear	recommenda?ons	
reflec?ng	the	rights	of	all	internally	displaced	persons	(IDPs)	and	their	host	communi?es	by	ensuring	that	age,	
gender,	and	diversity,	including	disability,	(AGD)	are	essen?al	considera?ons.	An	AGD	perspec?ve	under	each	
of	 the	HLP’s	different	areas	of	 focus	 is	cri?cal	 for	ensuring	an	 inclusive	approach	 in	 the	preven?on	of	–	and	
response	to	–	internal	displacement	and,	as	such,	is	relevant	to	each	of	the	eight	ques?ons	in	the	HLP’s	call	for	
submissions.		

This	collec?ve	submission	marks	the	beginning	of	what	hopefully	will	be	an	on-going	dialogue	with	the	HLP	as	
it	 con?nues	 its	 delibera?ons,	 consults,	 and	 develops	 recommenda?ons	 on	 internal	 displacement.	 The	
recommenda?ons	 included	 here	 reflect	 our	 early	 thinking.	 We	 will	 undertake	 a	 series	 of	 dialogues	 among	
those	making	this	submission	and	various	other	actors	to	develop	bold	and	more	concrete	ideas	around	AGD	
and	IDPs	in	the	coming	months.		

Request	to	the	HLP	before	finalising	its	Recommenda9ons:	
u 
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An	 essen?al	 part	 of	 a	 rights-based	 approach	 is	 the	 protec?on	 and	 non-discrimina?on	 of	 certain	 groups	 of	
persons	who	–	due	to	AGD	–	require	addi?onal	protec?on.	Without	a	rights-based	approach,	such	groups	risk	
being	excluded	from	decision-making,	programme	design,	and	the	implementa?on	of	humanitarian	responses.	
Certain	groups	may	be	at	a	higher	risk	of	experiencing	harm	or	having	their	rights	violated,	including	women,	
girls,	children,	persons	with	disabili?es,	and	older	or	stateless	persons.		

Women	and	girls	represent	half	of	the	world’s	popula?on	and,	therefore,	also	half	of	its	poten?al.	More	than	
half	 of	 all	 IDPs	 are	 women	 and	 girls.
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5	Different	actors	are	part	of	a	“whole	of	society”	approach,	as	per	the	UN	GA’s	2016	New	York	Declara?on	for	Refugees	and	
Migrants	calling	for	a	comprehensive	refugee	response:	“…a	mul?-stakeholder	approach	that	includes	na?onal	and	local	
authori?es,	interna?onal	organiza?ons,	interna?onal	financial	ins?tu?ons,	civil	society	partners	(including	faith-based	



Leaving	No	One	Behind:		
Ensuring	an	AGD	Inclusive	Approach	to	Internal	Displacement	

7	

En99es	signing	onto	this	submission:		

ACT	Alliance;	Act	for	Peace;	Asia	Pacific	Network	of	Refugees;	Asia	Pacific	Refugee	Rights	Network;	
Arab	Women	Organiza?on	of	Jordan;	CARE	Interna?onal;	Cameroon	Humanitarian	Women's	
Network;	Community	Associa?on	for	Vulnerable	Persons;	Community	Educa?on	For	Life	(CEFLife);	
Collec?ve	for	Research	and	Training	on	Development	Ac?on	-	CRTDA;	Coordina?ng	Unit	of	


