
 

 
 



 

 
 

It is structured in three sections. The first two outline our observations and 
recommendations for the Panel. The third introduces the Joint Data Center and briefly 
outlines how we intend to engage in this area of work moving forward. 
 
The JDC is a relatively new player in this field without historical investments in IDP data but 
with the ambition to work with others to make a difference. We therefore share with this 
submission an opinion that is on the one hand neutral (vis a vis historical investments/current 
practice) and on the other biased (vis a vis our commitment to prioritize data needs in 
protracted internal displacement situations). We have an ambition to support the work of the 
Panel but also an expectation to benefit from the recommendations of the Panel to help shape 
our future investments and prioritization in support of data initiatives in IDP situations.  
 

Observations on current status of data on internal displacement 

Internal displacement is often presented as a ‘data poor’ issue. Whilst this may be true 





 



 

 
 

economic profiles and displacement-specific vulnerabilities of IDPs should be further 
explored.11 
 

 As with other areas of development data, advances in modern technologies and 
data management systems are opening new possibilities for internal 
displacement data. Characterized here as an under-utilized opportunity, these 
include uses of big data, data linking and modelling, satellite and geo-spatial data 
capture tools, online/phone-based surveys, as well as data anonymization and artificial 
intelligence that enable safe sharing and responsible open data. Whilst there is already 
ongoing work to test and further refine these innovative data collection and 
management tools, in the context of the current Covid-19 pandemic, there is significant 
momentum in this area. 
 

 Moving beyond the operational realm, the academic research community has had 
limited engagement on internal displacement, and this has declined in recent 
years as was observed in the conclusions from the JDC’s first annual research 
conference.  Although scholars from different fields have focused much attention on 
refugee studies and forced international migration, the level of engagement on the 
specific issue of internal displacement has been much more limited. Efforts have 
recently be�� %  



 

 
 

Key recommendations for improving data on internal displacement to 
strengthen response to protracted crises 

→ Promote adherence to common definitions and 
statistical standards through the implementation 
of the International Recommendations on IDP 
Statistics by countries and organizations. 
Continued political and financial support to the third 
phase of the Expert Group whose mandate runs until 
2025 will also be important to further refine the 
recommendations and test newer elements 
particularly concerning the statistical measurement for 
progress towards durable solutions and overcoming 



 

 
 

results. 13   This will allow for a stronger connection to national policymaking. 
Analytically it would also open possibilities for comparison with other vulnerable 
population groups. Adherence to protection principles – in particular ‘do no harm’ – will 
be vital, especially in fragile and conflict-affected states. Capacity building for national 
statistical offices and other relevant stakeholders should also be prioritized. 
 

→ Create better linkages between internal displacement and existing 
internationally agreed frameworks, in particular the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs), to enhance development engagement in IDP policy and response. 
Working with affected states as well as relevant SDG custodian agencies to improve 

methods and tools to enable inclusion 
and/or data disaggregation will be an 
important step in this regard. The twelve 
SDG indicators submitted to the UN 
Statistical Commission in 2019 by the 
Inter-Agency and Expert Group on the 
SDG Indicators as priorities for forced 
displacement, provide a strong starting 
point for engaging in this area of work.14  

 
→ Clarify rules of engagement amongst IASC members and related bodies with 

regards to IDP population data when national authorities are unwilling or unable 
to take the lead. In determining these roles and responsibilities it will be important to 
ensure a close relationship to protection principles and informing protection outcomes. 
 

→ Promote the inclusion of IDPs – and other vulnerable groups – in data innovation 
efforts that are growing/expanding with technological advances and with increased 



 

 
 



 

 
 

As part of the JDC’s 2020 work program 
there is a strong emphasis on internal 
displacement that cuts across all our 
thematic areas of work (although some 
more than others as visualized here) and 
includes both IDP-specific activities as well 
as broader initiatives that encompass in 
one way or another an IDP dimension.  

As mentioned above, the JDC fully intends 
to engage with countries and partners to 
contribute to the improvement of IDP data, 
particularly as it pertains to protracted 

displacement crises. The visual below provides a summary of activities included in the current 
work program that are either IDP-specific or encompass in one way or another an IDP 
dimension. All of these activities aim to contribute to the realization of the recommendations 
outlined above. Close attention will be paid to the work of the Panel in shaping our work on 
data in internal displacement situations moving forward. 

 

 


