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Summary 
 
Data and evidence on internal displacement are a critical tool to raise national and global attention 
and guide action to address and reduce internal displacement and its impacts. Investing in States’ 
capacities to monitor and report on internal displacement can help them align their existing priorities 
and accelerate progress across a range of areas including prevention, peace building, humanitarian 
action, sustainable development and climate change.  
 
In line with the HLP’s call for submissions and requests for a focus on what can drive solutions and 
political change, IDMC’s submission lays out: 
 
1. How data and evidence can guide States’ responses 
2. The type of data needed to respond, monitor and track progress 
3. A roadmap to strengthen national and global reporting and accountability 
 

 
 
In his statement announcing the High-Level Panel on Internal Displacement, UN Secretary-General António 
Guterres underscored the fact that internal displacement is “undermining the efforts of affected countries 
to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals.”1 The purpose of the High-Level Panel is “to raise 
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to mitigate its spread could further exacerbate IDPs’ vulnerabilities and compromise their longer-term 
socio-economic prospects. This crisis only reinforces in our eyes the need to strengthen responses to 
internal displacement across humanitarian and development planning and programming, and to find 
approaches that can address the immediate as well as the longer-
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What data and evidence are needed to respond, report and track progress 
 
When it comes to understanding, owning and responding to an emerging global challenge, States’ current 
responses to the Covid-19
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necessarily the development of a completely new system but rather a concerted effort to leverage and join 
up these existing tools. 
 
Even global reporting systems that do not include a specific indicator on the number of IDPs or new 
displacements can be leveraged when they contain indicators that serve as proxies for internal 
displacement. For example, the SDG indicator database indicates that 111 States have reported at least 
once on “Direct economic loss in the housing sector attributed to disasters (current United States dollars)”.6 
In the context of Sendai framework on disaster risk reduction a number of countries have also begun 
reporting on the “Number of people whose destroyed dwellings were attributed to disasters.”7 In addition 
to these global systems, others may exist at the subnational level to inform national development and 
planning processes. 
 
The Expert Group on Refugee and IDP Statistics (EGRIS) has issued recommendations for producing official 
statistics on several metrics related to internal displacement.8 These recommendations, which were 
endorsed by the UN Statistical Commission in March 2020, should be implemented robustly, and States 
should leverage the expertise of their national statistics offices when designing national accounting systems. 
 
However, national statistics alone will not be sufficient when it comes to the requirements of both 
humanitarian and development actors for data on internal displacement. Therefore, a number of existing 
processes and mechanisms need to be leveraged in addition, including the Humanitarian Needs Overviews, 
Post-Disaster Needs Assessments, IDP profiling and many more (See Annex for more detail and the 
advantages and disadvantages of each mechanism). 
 

3. Establish a global partnership for sharing good practice and encouraging progress 
 

This next decade has the potential to become an important chapter in global efforts to reduce and resolve 
internal displacement. What is needed now is a more thorough and global analysis of how countries and 
communities have managed to resolve 

T
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Annex: Summary of existing tools and systems 
 
While none of the systems or tools below were designed with the specific purpose of comprehensive data 
collection and reporting on internal displacement, each could contribute to a broader national and 
international system for accounting and monitoring progress addressing internal displacement. This table 
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figures do not specify how many 
displacements corresponded to each specific 
event. In addition to making it challenging to 
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REACH has accounted for IDPs in its multi-
sector needs assessments in several countries 
to help give a holistic picture of an entire 
humanitarian crisis. 
 

accounting of internal displacement. In a 
number of countries, these tools have been 
extended to account for the number and 
wellbeing of IDPs who have returned to their 
homes or places of origin. Some of these tools 
can be costly to implement and keep up to 
date, depending on the geographical scope of 
coverage, how frequently they are updated 
and the amount of data collected. 

Humanitarian 
alerts and 
incident 
reporting 
systems 

Humanitarian alerts and incident reporting 


