


This short paper provides an overview of how the international community has sought to define durable
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different actors. In short: it’s complicated. While people are often displaced in a few days or over the
course of a few weeks, finding solutions to displacement can take years.

The Framework further spells out eight criteria that may be used to determine to what extent a durable
solution has been achieved:

1. Long-term safety and security;
2. Adequate standard of living without discrimination;

e |DPs have adequate access to: essential food and potable water; basic shelter and
housing; essential medical services, including post-sexual assault care and other
reproductive healthcare; sanitation; and at least primary school education;

e Adequacy means that these minimum goods and services are available, accessible,
acceptable, and adaptable.

Access to livelihoods and employment;

Effective and accessible mechanisms to restore housing, land and property;
Access to personal and other documentation without discrimination;
Family reunification;

Participation in public affairs without discrimination;

Access to effective remedies and justice.
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Since the IASC Framework was adopted ten years ago, a number of other international organizations have
used the framework both to increase understanding of durable solutions and as a guide to finding
solutions in specific displacement situations. Thus, the International Organization for Migration developed
A Framework for the Progressive Realization of Displacement® stressing the importance of mobility in
contributing to solutions. The Early Recovery Cluster developed a toolbox for supporting durable
solutions® while the Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre has developed training packages on durable
solutions” and conducted research on issues such as housing practices® and experiences of local
authorities in finding solutions. In 2015, UN OCHA commissioned a major study on reducing protracted

5 International Organization for Migration. The Progressive Resolution of Displacement Situations. 2016.
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/our work/DOE/humanitarian_emergencies/Progressive-Resolution-of-
Displacement-Situations.pdf
6 Early Recovery Cluster, Durable Solutions in Practice. 2017.
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/durable solutions in_practice -

handbook _sept 2017.pdf

" Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre, Durable Solutions for IDPs: Challenges and Way Forward. September
2015. https://www.internal-displacement.org/publications/durable-solutions-for-idps-challenges-and-way-
forward

8 Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre, Home Sweet Home: housing practices and tools that support solutions
for urban IDPs. 2015. https://www.internal-displacement.org/publications/home-sweet-home-housing-practices-
and-tools-that-support-durable-solutions-for-urban-idps.



https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/our_work/DOE/humanitarian_emergencies/Progressive-Resolution-of-Displacement-Situations.pdf
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/our_work/DOE/humanitarian_emergencies/Progressive-Resolution-of-Displacement-Situations.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/durable_solutions_in_practice_-_handbook_sept_2017.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/durable_solutions_in_practice_-_handbook_sept_2017.pdf
https://www.internal-displacement.org/publications/durable-solutions-for-idps-challenges-and-way-forward
https://www.internal-displacement.org/publications/durable-solutions-for-idps-challenges-and-way-forward
https://www.internal-displacement.org/publications/home-sweet-home-housing-practices-and-tools-that-support-durable-solutions-for-urban-idps
https://www.internal-displacement.org/publications/home-sweet-home-housing-practices-and-tools-that-support-durable-solutions-for-urban-idps

displacement through collective outcomes® and has compiled useful case studies of collaboration
between humanitarian and development actors in supporting durable solutions.

Since its establishment in 2009, JIPS, the Joint Internal Displacement Profiling Service, has carried out
profiling activities in a number of countries, intended to support governments in finding durable solutions
for IDPs.!! In 2015, JIPS began a project to operationalize the key elements of the IASC Framework on
Durable Solutions and has developed methods and guidelines to durable solutions analyses in internal
displacement contexts.?

There have also been efforts by governments to incorporate the Framework for Durable Solutions in their
own laws and policies. As Walter Kalin has noted: “Niger’s IDP Law and Afghanistan’s IDP Policy define
durable solutions in the same way as the Framework,** and the laws and policies of Kenya, Niger, Sri Lanka
and South Sudan integrate the eight substantive conditions for durables solutions enshrined in Section V
of the Framework.*
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drag on for years or funds are inadequate to allow displaced people to return to their homes after
disasters.

Although some general principles and guidelines exist, each situation is unique and ‘one size’ does
not fit all.

The evidence suggests that national policies will be more effective in supporting solutions when:
IDP agency and participation are valued and incorporated from the outset and when all relevant
parts of government are involved — from municipal to national, from line ministries to executive
leadership — and when there is coordinated international support. In most cases, local or sub-
national governments are most impacted by displacement and are the most important actors in
supporting solutions for IDPs, even though they rarely receive sufficient resources from national
governments.

Participation of IDPs, while easy to affirm in the abstract, is often difficult to implement,
particularly given the need to ensure representation of women, youth, elderly, people with
disabilities and traditionally marginalized groups.
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f  Ending displacement requires an integrated approach —
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their situations or help them ‘get by’ does not preclude return or integration when circumstances change,
it might be possible to do much more to support interim or transitional solutions for IDPs. Quite a bit of
work has been done on supporting resilience and self-reliance in other contexts (from climate change?
to refugees) and these approaches may be helpful in supporting IDPs to move closer to durable solutions.
Specifically, the HLP could draft a statement on the importance of interim or transitional solutions (or
normalizing situations or getting by’) and commend governments and international organizations to
support IDP efforts to normalize their situations or get by while durable solutions are unattainable.

--Call on IDP associations, regional organizations, civil society networks, private sector actors, and other
existing networks (such as National Human Rights Institutions and Good Humanitarian Donorship) to
assess the ways in which they can support durable solutions for IDPs. The HLP could develop specific
recommendations for different groups to devote more attention and energy to supporting solutions for
IDPs. For example, the HLP could ask IDP associations for their consolidated suggestions for ensuring IDP
participation in durable solution plans.

More ambitious:
-Call for a UN Summit or a Global Campaign on Ending Internal Displacement

-Recognizing that some governments have not displayed interest in resolving displacement, focus on
supporting those who are committed to doing so, particularly in protracted displacement situations.
Specifically, the HLP could invite/select a limited number of displacement-affected countries to develop
comprehensive durable solutions roadmaps, based on the good practices of other countries (e.g. Somalia,
Colombia). Each
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