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CONCEPT NOTE | Panel Discussions  

 

Item 3 (a) Thematic priorities for 2023-2024 biennium in support of the implementation of the UNSPF 
 

Item 3(d) Interlinkages between the Global Forest Goals and targets and the Sustainable 
Development Goals under review by the High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development 

in 2023, the work towards Post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework1 and other international 
forest- related developments 
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Intersessional Work 

To ensure a solid foundation for productive technical discussions on the thematic priorities at UNFF18, as well as 
for the Forum’s input to the 2023 HLPF, the UNFF Secretariat commissioned two background papers to identify 
the challenges, gaps, opportunities and required actions, including suggested measures for accelerating the 
achievement of the thematic priorities. The two background papers are:    

1. Background Paper #1: UNFF18-19 thematic priority #1: Enhance forest-based economic, social and 
environmental benefits; and  

2. Background Paper #2: UNFF18-19 thematic priority #2: Increase significantly the area of protected 
forests worldwide and other areas of sustainably managed forests, as well as the proportion of forest 
products from sustainably managed forests. 

Furthermore, in response to the letter of the ECOSOC President dated 10 November 2022, the UNFF18 Bureau 
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In the event of high number of requests for the floor, the Chair may further limit the duration of the 
interventions. The time limit will be strictly enforced. Interactive discussions are strongly encouraged.   
Key points of the panel discussion will be reflected in the Chair’s summary of discussions.   

III. Composition of the Panel 

Moderator: Ms. Sheam Satkuru, Executive Director, International Tropical Timber Organization 

Panellists: 

1. Mr. Ulrich Apel, Senior Environment Specialist, Global Environment Facility (seven minutes) 

2. Mr. Mikko Ollikainen, Manager, Adaptation Fund (seven minutes) 

3. Ms. Vanessa Ushie, Acting Director, African Natural Resources Management and Investment Centre of 
the African Development Bank (seven minutes)  

4. Mr. Qingfeng Zhang, Chief of Rural Development and Food Security Thematic Group, Asian Development 
Bank (seven minutes) 

IV. Panel Coordinator 

For further information, please contact Mr. Ryo Nakamura (nakamura@un.org) at the UNFF Secretariat. 
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