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commended those Members of the Forum which volunteered to take part in this process. Ms Biao also 
expressed her gratitude to the Government of Japan for its kind support allowing several participants to attend 
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c. In response to an inquiry, if the amended format and next FRA would address land degradation and 
restoration, FAO informed that they would seek information from countries on how they define forest 
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the presenters indicated that 15.1.1 and 15.2.1 will increase the frequency of updates because of the 
implementation of a more flexible voluntary FRA reporting process.  
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partners and for new GCS indicators as a means for further reducing the reporting burden on countries; and vi) 
formally endorse the GCS and its objectives, preferably at a higher-level. 

  
14.  Following a presentation by Mr. Morales, and Ms. Linser, experts engaged in interactive discussions. 
A summary of key points of these discussions are presented below: 

a. Regarding a comment on Tier 3 indicators and the reasons for 
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c. FAO was asked if the impacts of war in Ukraine was also considered in this work. FAO indicated that 
the start time of this work was before the COVID pandemic and the war in Ukraine, so, none of these were 
factored in the estimation of wood-based energy. Both, Covid and the war in Ukraine had different impacts on 
the consumption of fuelwood, the former likely increased the share of fuelwood consumption, but the latter 
likely decreased the share due to its impacts on trade.  

d. In response to a question about which measurement units were used in providing the estimation for 
the use of fuelwood, FAO indicated that standardization is an important factor, using the amount in cubic meter 
for fuelwood, metric tonnes for charcoal.   

e. Regarding an inquiry about the data sources used, and whether the data were from official government 
sources, or from publications, and the meaning of “automation model”, FAO responded that data sources 
included both, data officially submitted to FAO as well as data from semi-official sources, including national 
websites, published papers, and data provided in reports of international organizations and NGOs.  Automation 
is yet to be availed. The plan is for the model to be automated, meaning that model-fitting could be 
accomplished annually and efficiently; the models will be the same statistical models being developed now that 
produces national estimates where countries do not supply official data. 

f. Concerning a question about the correlation between fuelwood and forest fires, FAO indicated that the 
response to this question is complex. There are correlations between fuelwood and forest fires. There are risks 
in using fuelwood for energy, as well as not using fuelwood, so a firm conclusion on this matter at this stage 
could not been drawn.  

g. With respect to the relation between fuelwood and forest degradation and the importance of accessing 
reliable data by involving communities who rely significantly on fuelwood, FAO underscored the importance of 
access to reliable data, and referred to the increasing role of technologies in capturing data, such as mobile and 
remote sensing. 

h. Referring to the recommendation on capacity building for data collection, it was indicated that in some 
countries, energy and natural resources are dealt with in different ministries. Therefore, engaging all these 
institutions, and coordination among them are 

https://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/cc2438en
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a. Concerning an inquiry about whether both traditional and modern logging were included in the 
estimates, ILO responded by informing that their statistics included both traditional and modern but informed 
that ILO did not separate them. Thünen also informed they were not able to separate employment in traditional 
and modern logging.  
b. Regarding the inclusion of employment in protected areas and forest restoration activities and forest restoratTJ
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a.  The importance of inclusion of rural households’ incomes in mapping poverty was emphasized.  

In getting this information, some countries had challenges. An inquiry was made on whether the households’ 
income was included in the estimate, and if yes, how it was done.  

b. An inquiry was made in relation to the term “proximate” and whether this term takes into 
consideration only the distance i.e. people living close to forests or also people living in urban areas but rely on 
forests for living.  

c. It was intimated that proximity to forests included those close to forests producing charcoal, and other 
people who were not close to forests, but commute to forests and produce products (migrant workers). Also, 
urban foresters were included.  

d. FAO also indicated that the study presented underlines the importance of forests for poverty alleviation 
in rural areas. Furthermore, the importance of urban-rural linkages was underlined and the relevance of forest 
goods and services such as recreation, biophilia, medicinal plants and wood in construction for urban 
populations.  

e. Mr. Oldekop responded that dependency on forests is perceived differently by people and therefore is 
difficult to measure. In consequence, the new concept of “proximate” was developed in order to overcome the 
definition problem of “dependency”.  

 

21. Mr. Hossein Moeini-Meybodi, from UNFF Secretariat delivered a presentation: “Financial resources 
from all sources for the implementation of sustainable - 
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b. It was suggested to avoid, in some places, simple: yes/no questions in the amended format and leave 
space for countries to provide additional explanations as appropriate.  

c. Additionally, suggestions were made to: i) increase the word limit for the responses to questions in the 
amended format to 500 words, ii) use the targets, as they were agreed in the UNSPF, without modifying or 
shortening them, iii) adding a new column on the “negative change” to the newly added section on “self-
assessment”, iv) to organize fully virtual meetings to avoid costs implications, and v) placing next cycle for 
national reporting to UNFF, six months after the next FRA. 

d. It was observed that the amended format has improved and is now considered more concise and 
simpler. Several participants mentioned difficulties related national coordination, cooperation among various 
ministries, and forest agencies on data collection. Some data is difficult to obtain and scattered across various 
institutions.  More work should be done, at country level, to overcome this challenge.  

e. Referring to the Rio Conventions, which were providing assistance and resources for the preparation 
of national reports, a suggestion was made for similar assistance to be provided by UNFF to countries for 
preparation of their national reports to UNFF.  
 
VIII. Main points and key proposals  
 
29. The following are the key proposals and suggestions emanated from the discussions during the 
workshop, and the next steps: 

 
A. Global Core Set of Forest related Indicators 

30. There is a need to: 
a. Enhance close coordination and interaction between national forestry officials with relevant ministries 

and national institutions, such as national statistical offices, to increase 
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